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Book Concept: Blood at Glorieta Pass: Reid,
Lance, and Rosenthal

Title: Blood at Glorieta Pass: Reid, Lance, and Rosenthal – A Turning Point
in the Civil War

Logline: Three vastly different men – a Union colonel driven by duty, a
Confederate officer wrestling with conscience, and a young civilian caught in
the crossfire – find their lives irrevocably intertwined during the pivotal
Battle of Glorieta Pass, a clash that shaped the fate of the American West.

Target Audience: History buffs, Civil War enthusiasts, readers of historical
fiction, and anyone interested in compelling stories of human resilience and
the complexities of war.

Storyline/Structure:

The book will employ a multi-perspective narrative, weaving together the
stories of Colonel Edward Canby (Union), Major Henry Hopkins Sibley
(Confederate), and a fictional young woman, Isabella “Izzy” Rosenthal, a
German immigrant living in a New Mexican settlement. Each chapter will
alternate perspectives, allowing the reader to experience the battle from
dramatically different viewpoints and understand the motivations and internal
conflicts of each character. The narrative will move back and forth between
the build-up to the battle, the battle itself (presented in a clear and
accessible way for non-military readers), and its immediate aftermath. The
book will emphasize the human cost of war, showcasing the bravery and
sacrifice alongside the brutality and moral ambiguity. The inclusion of
Izzy's perspective provides a civilian ground-level view contrasting sharply
with the official accounts and providing a unique understanding of the
battle's impact on ordinary people.

Ebook Description:

Imagine a battle so pivotal it changed the course of the Civil War, yet so
little known it’s practically vanished from history books. Are you frustrated
by the lack of engaging, accessible accounts of the Civil War beyond the
major battles of the East? Do you crave a deeper understanding of the human
cost of conflict, beyond just dates and statistics? Do you yearn for a
gripping narrative that brings history to life?

Then Blood at Glorieta Pass: Reid, Lance, and Rosenthal is for you. This
meticulously researched and vividly written book plunges you into the heart
of the pivotal Battle of Glorieta Pass, revealing a turning point in the
Civil War often overshadowed by events in the East.

Author: [Your Name]

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the stage – the political and military climate leading



to the conflict in New Mexico.
Chapter 1-5: Alternating perspectives of Colonel Canby, Major Sibley, and
Izzy Rosenthal, leading up to the battle.
Chapter 6-10: The Battle of Glorieta Pass – a detailed and accessible account
from multiple viewpoints, emphasizing the human experience.
Chapter 11-15: The aftermath of the battle and the lasting consequences on
the lives of our characters and the American West.
Conclusion: Reflection on the significance of Glorieta Pass and its place in
the larger narrative of the Civil War.

---

Article: Blood at Glorieta Pass: Reid, Lance,
and Rosenthal - A Deep Dive

Introduction: Setting the Scene for a Forgotten Battle

The American Civil War is often portrayed as a conflict confined primarily to
the Eastern seaboard. Yet, far from the battlefields of Gettysburg and
Vicksburg, a pivotal struggle unfolded in the rugged terrain of New Mexico
Territory – the Battle of Glorieta Pass. This lesser-known engagement, fought
in March 1862, holds a significant, often-overlooked place in the annals of
the Civil War, fundamentally altering the Confederate strategy in the West.
This article delves into the battle, focusing on the key players – Colonel
Edward Canby, Major Henry Hopkins Sibley, and a fictional representation
woven into the factual narrative to provide a civilian perspective, Isabella
"Izzy" Rosenthal.

Chapter 1-5: Paths to Glorieta Pass - The Convergence of Destinies

The narrative begins months before the clash. We follow Colonel Edward Canby,
a seasoned Union officer tasked with defending New Mexico. His strategic
decisions and leadership will be crucial to the Union victory. In contrast,
Major Henry Hopkins Sibley, a Confederate officer with a bold plan to seize
New Mexico and its resources, is presented, his ambitions and the inherent
weaknesses of his campaign explored. The introduction of Izzy Rosenthal, our
fictional character, provides a vital ground-level perspective, highlighting
the lives of ordinary people living under the looming shadow of war and the
uncertainty of the coming conflict. Izzy's experiences showcase the social
impact of the impending war, the cultural clash between the American and
Hispanic communities, and the daily life that gets disrupted by such large
events.

Chapter 6-10: The Battle of Glorieta Pass - A Clash
in the Mountains

The central chapters immerse the reader in the Battle of Glorieta Pass
itself. Through the eyes of our three protagonists, the reader experiences
the chaos and brutality of combat. This section goes beyond dry military
analysis to illustrate the fear, courage, and desperation experienced by
soldiers and civilians alike. We detail the Union's successful defense,
focusing on critical moments like the burning of the Confederate supply
train, a turning point which effectively sealed Sibley's defeat. The



narrative balances tactical descriptions with personal accounts, giving
readers a better grasp of the unfolding events and their consequences.

Chapter 11-15: Echoes of War - The Aftermath and
Legacy

This section explores the immediate consequences of the battle and its long-
term repercussions. The fate of Canby, Sibley, and Izzy are interwoven with
the wider historical context, showing how Glorieta Pass impacted the overall
Civil War strategy. The repercussions of the battle’s outcome on the New
Mexico Territory are also described; the political, economic and social
change that followed. The narrative also analyzes the battle’s strategic
significance, explaining why it’s considered a turning point that prevented
the Confederacy from gaining a foothold in the West and potentially altering
the entire course of the war. The lasting impact on the lives of our central
characters is revealed, providing a sense of closure while simultaneously
highlighting the indelible mark of war.

Conclusion: A Forgotten Victory, A Vital Story

The Battle of Glorieta Pass remains a relatively obscure event, often
overshadowed by the better-known battles of the East. However, Blood at
Glorieta Pass: Reid, Lance, and Rosenthal aims to bring this critical battle
to light, enriching our understanding of the Civil War and highlighting the
human drama at its heart. The book combines historical accuracy with a
compelling narrative structure to engage readers and make the past come
alive.

---

FAQs

What makes Glorieta Pass so significant? It prevented Confederate1.
expansion westward, potentially cutting off vital resources and shifting
the war's balance.

Who were the main commanders at Glorieta Pass? Union Colonel Edward1.
Canby and Confederate Major Henry Hopkins Sibley.

What role did the burning of the Confederate supply train play? It1.
crippled Sibley's army, making continued advancement impossible.

How does the book incorporate fictional elements? It uses a fictional1.
character to provide a civilian perspective on the events.



Is the book suitable for all ages? Due to depictions of war, it's best1.
suited for mature readers (16+).

What kind of research went into the book? Extensive historical research1.
was conducted to ensure accuracy.

What makes this book different from other Civil War books? It focuses on1.
a lesser-known but crucial battle, emphasizing the human side of war.

Where can I purchase the ebook? [Insert platform information here]1.

What if I'm not a Civil War expert? The book is written to be accessible1.
to all readers, regardless of their prior knowledge.

---

Related Articles:

The Strategic Importance of the Southwest in the Civil War: Discusses1.
the Confederate strategy to capture the Southwest and its potential
impact on the war's outcome.

Colonel Edward Canby: A Union Commander in the West: A biography of1.
Colonel Canby and his role in the New Mexico campaign.

Major Henry Hopkins Sibley: Ambition and Defeat in the Southwest: An1.
examination of Sibley's life, his plans for New Mexico, and the reasons
behind his failure.

The Civilian Experience of the Civil War in New Mexico: Explores the1.
lives of civilians impacted by the conflict.

The Battle of Glorieta Pass: A Tactical Analysis: A detailed look at the1.



battle from a military strategy perspective.

The Role of Native American Tribes in the Battle of Glorieta Pass:1.
Discusses the involvement of different Native American groups in the
conflict.

The Impact of Glorieta Pass on the Territorial Politics of New Mexico:1.
Analyzes the political fallout after the battle.

The Economy of New Mexico during the Civil War: Explores how the war1.
affected New Mexico's economy.

Forgotten Battles of the Civil War: A Comparative Study: Compares1.
Glorieta Pass to other lesser-known battles of the Civil War,
highlighting their significance.
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