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Ebook Description: Bing Crosby: Now Is The Hour

This ebook, "Bing Crosby: Now Is The Hour," delves into the enduring legacy of Harry Lillis "Bing"
Crosby, focusing on a pivotal period in his career and life, exploring the factors that contributed to
his sustained success and cultural impact, particularly around the time the song "Now Is The Hour"
gained prominence. It examines his musical evolution, his business acumen, his personal life, and his
significant contribution to the development of the recording industry and popular culture. The book
moves beyond simple biography, analyzing his impact on social attitudes, his relationship with
technology, and his lasting relevance in a rapidly changing world. It argues that understanding
Crosby's career trajectory reveals valuable insights into the complexities of navigating fame,
maintaining artistic integrity, and adapting to changing societal expectations. The book will be
particularly engaging for music lovers, history buffs, and anyone interested in the intersection of
entertainment and culture. Its unique perspective offers a fresh look at one of the 20th century's
most influential and beloved entertainers.
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Introduction: Bing Crosby: An Icon for the Ages

Bing Crosby. The name conjures images of effortless charm, a velvety baritone voice, and a
seemingly effortless mastery of popular music. He wasn't just a singer; he was a cultural
phenomenon, a symbol of an era, and a pioneer of the modern music industry. This ebook explores
the life and career of this iconic figure, focusing on the period surrounding the success of "Now Is
The Hour," a song that perfectly encapsulates Crosby's enduring appeal. This exploration will delve
into his early life, his rise to fame, his business ventures, and his lasting impact on music and
culture. His story is not simply one of talent, but also of shrewd business sense, adaptability, and a
remarkable connection with his audience.



Chapter 1: The Early Years: Shaping a Voice and a Style

Crosby's journey began in Tacoma, Washington. His early musical influences, from his family’s
involvement in music to his early exposure to various genres, shaped his unique vocal style. This
chapter examines his formative years, focusing on the development of his distinctive, intimate
singing style, a departure from the prevalent operatic vocal techniques of the time. His
experimentation with microphone techniques, his informal and conversational approach to
performance, and his emphasis on emotional connection with listeners distinguished him from his
contemporaries. He pioneered a relaxed, conversational style that resonated deeply with audiences,
making him relatable and incredibly popular. This section also traces his early professional
experiences, including his time with various bands and his gradual rise to prominence.

Chapter 2: The Rise to Stardom: Radio, Film, and the Birth of a Legend

The 1930s marked Crosby's explosive rise to stardom. Radio broadcasts, with their immediacy and
widespread reach, proved to be a launchpad for his career. His collaborations with the Paul
Whiteman Orchestra and his success with the immensely popular "The Rhythm Boys" propelled him
into the national spotlight. The transition to film further cemented his legendary status. Movies like
"Going Hollywood" and "The Big Broadcast" showcased his talent and charm, creating a screen
persona that complemented his musical prowess perfectly. This chapter explores the synergistic
relationship between his radio and film careers, illustrating how these mediums amplified his reach
and solidified his place as a major entertainment figure. His ability to seamlessly transition between
musical performances and acting roles contributed significantly to his enduring fame.

Chapter 3: "Now Is The Hour" and its Cultural Impact: A Detailed Analysis

"Now Is The Hour" holds a special place in Crosby's discography. This chapter will provide a detailed
analysis of the song's historical context, its lyrical content, and its enduring popularity. Its melody,
its poignant message of time's fleeting nature, and its emotional resonance resonated with
audiences worldwide. We will examine the song's production, its reception by critics and the public,
and its subsequent impact on popular culture. The song’s success in various cultural contexts and its
enduring place in musical history highlight its universality and lasting appeal. The chapter will
explore how "Now Is The Hour" reflects themes present in Crosby’s wider career.

Chapter 4: Business Acumen and Innovation: Crosby's Entrepreneurial Spirit

Crosby wasn't just a talented artist; he was a shrewd businessman. This chapter analyzes his
entrepreneurial endeavors, including his involvement in the development of recording technology
and his insightful business partnerships. His involvement in Decca Records showcased his savvy
understanding of the changing music industry and his ability to capitalize on emerging
opportunities. This entrepreneurial spirit contributed significantly to his financial success and his
ability to maintain control over his career. He saw the potential of new technologies and proactively
adapted to changing industry trends, demonstrating a visionary outlook.

Chapter 5: Personal Life and Public Image: The Man Behind the Microphone

Beyond the public persona, Crosby was a complex individual. This chapter explores his personal life,
his relationships, and the challenges he faced. While presenting his public image of approachability,
this chapter will also address any controversies or complexities that shaped his life and career. This
will provide a well-rounded portrayal of the man behind the microphone, balancing his public image



with the more private aspects of his life. The aim is to offer a nuanced understanding of the
individual, humanizing the iconic figure.

Chapter 6: Navigating a Changing Landscape: Adapting to the Post-War Era

The post-war era brought significant changes to the entertainment industry. This chapter examines
how Crosby adapted to these shifts, maintaining his relevance in a rapidly evolving landscape. The
changing tastes of the younger generation and the rise of new musical styles presented challenges,
but Crosby showed remarkable adaptability. His ability to embrace new technologies and to
collaborate with emerging talents ensured his continued success. He demonstrated a flexibility and
understanding of the shifting trends of the music world, allowing him to stay at the forefront of the
industry.

Chapter 7: Crosby's Lasting Legacy: Influence on Music and Culture

Crosby's influence extends far beyond his own music. This chapter analyzes his enduring legacy on
music and culture, highlighting his impact on subsequent generations of singers and entertainers.
His stylistic innovations and business acumen have left an indelible mark on the entertainment
industry. His contributions to the recording industry, his impact on film music, and his lasting appeal
to audiences across generations underscore his significant contribution to cultural history. His
legacy is one of innovation, enduring artistry, and sustained relevance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Bing Crosby

Bing Crosby's career serves as a testament to the power of talent, adaptability, and astute business
sense. His enduring appeal stems not only from his exceptional vocal abilities but also from his
ability to connect with audiences on a deeply personal level. His innovative spirit, entrepreneurial
vision, and remarkable longevity have secured his place as one of the most influential figures in
20th-century entertainment. He remains a timeless icon, inspiring artists and captivating audiences
even decades after his passing.

FAQs

1. What makes Bing Crosby's voice so unique? His relaxed, conversational style, combined with
impeccable microphone technique, created a uniquely intimate and appealing sound.

1. How did "Now Is The Hour" contribute to Crosby's lasting legacy? The song's universal themes
and emotional depth resonated deeply with audiences worldwide, further solidifying his
popularity.

1. What was Crosby's role in the development of the recording industry? He was a pioneer in the
use of microphone techniques and played a key role in the evolution of the recording process.



1. How did Crosby adapt to the changing musical landscape of the post-war era? He remained
adaptable by embracing new technologies and working with contemporary musicians.

1. What were some of Crosby's most successful films? "Going Hollywood," "The Big Broadcast,"
and many others showcased his charming screen presence.

1. What is the significance of "Now Is The Hour" within Crosby's overall discography? It
represents a peak of his mature style and enduring emotional appeal.

1. How did Crosby's personal life influence his career? His public persona often reflected his
personal qualities, aiding his appeal. However, challenges also informed his work.

1. What entrepreneurial ventures did Crosby undertake? He was significantly involved in Decca
Records and other ventures demonstrating his business acumen.

1. Why is Bing Crosby still relevant today? His timeless music and enduring charm continue to
resonate with audiences across generations.

Related Articles:

1. Bing Crosby's Radio Years: A Broadcast Legacy: Exploring his early career and impact on
radio.

2. The Crosby-Hope Hour: A Television Triumph: Analyzing his famous television partnership.

3. Bing Crosby and the Hollywood Musical: Examining his contribution to the Golden Age of
Hollywood.

4. The Business of Bing: Crosby's Entrepreneurial Success: Detailing his successful business
ventures.

5. Bing Crosby's Vocal Technique: A Masterclass in Intimacy: Analyzing his unique vocal style.



6. "White Christmas": The Song That Defined a Generation: Exploring the impact of this iconic
song.

7. Bing Crosby and the Changing Soundscape of the 1940s: Examining his adaptation to postwar
musical trends.

8. Bing Crosby's Personal Life: Beyond the Public Persona: A deep dive into his personal
struggles and relationships.

9. The Enduring Appeal of Bing Crosby's Music: Exploring his lasting legacy and continued
influence on modern artists.
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