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Book Concept: "The Voice of a Generation: Bing
Crosby and Perry Como – A Tale of Two Crooners"

Concept: This book will explore the parallel lives and contrasting careers of Bing Crosby
and Perry Como, two of the most iconic and influential singers of the 20th century. Rather
than a simple biography of each, the book will weave their stories together, highlighting
their shared triumphs, their diverging paths, and the cultural forces that shaped their
careers. It will analyze their musical styles, their personal lives, their impact on the
recording industry, and their enduring legacies. The narrative will be driven by
comparison and contrast, offering a rich tapestry of musical history and personal drama.

Compelling Storyline/Structure:

The book will be structured chronologically, moving through key decades in their careers.
Each chapter will focus on a specific period (e.g., the rise of radio, the swing era, the post-
war boom, the rise of rock and roll), comparing and contrasting Crosby and Como's
experiences and choices during that time. This allows for a dynamic narrative that
explores both the similarities and differences in their journeys. The book will include
anecdotes, archival research, and insightful analysis to paint a vivid picture of these two
titans of the music industry.

Ebook Description:

Forget everything you think you know about the golden age of music. Are you fascinated
by the smooth sounds of the crooners, but find yourself overwhelmed by the sheer volume
of information about them? Do you struggle to understand the unique contributions of
individual artists and the forces that shaped their careers? Are you longing for a deep dive
into the history of popular music that’s both engaging and insightful?

Then "The Voice of a Generation" is for you. This ebook unravels the intertwined legacies
of Bing Crosby and Perry Como, revealing the surprising similarities and striking
differences between these two vocal giants.

"The Voice of a Generation: Bing Crosby and Perry Como – A Tale of Two Crooners"

Introduction: Setting the stage – the musical landscape of the early to mid-20th century.
Chapter 1: The Rise of Radio and the Birth of Stars: How Crosby and Como navigated the
early days of broadcasting.
Chapter 2: The Swing Era and Beyond: Comparing their approaches to the popular sounds
of the 1930s and 40s.
Chapter 3: Post-War America and the Changing Soundscape: How each artist adapted to
the evolving musical tastes.
Chapter 4: Television and the New Media Landscape: Exploring their impact on the
burgeoning television industry.



Chapter 5: The Legacy of the Crooners: Their lasting influence on music and popular
culture.
Conclusion: Reflections on their individual contributions and their collective impact.

Article: The Voice of a Generation: Bing Crosby
and Perry Como – A Tale of Two Crooners

H1: Introduction: Setting the Stage – The Musical Landscape of the Early to Mid-20th
Century

The early to mid-20th century witnessed a seismic shift in music consumption and
production. The advent of radio fundamentally changed how music reached audiences,
fostering the rise of popular singers and creating a national (and eventually international)
fanbase. This era birthed stars like Bing Crosby and Perry Como, who, while sharing a
genre, took drastically different paths to achieve superstardom. Their stories illuminate
the opportunities and challenges faced by artists navigating a rapidly evolving industry.

H2: Chapter 1: The Rise of Radio and the Birth of Stars

Radio provided the perfect platform for Crosby and Como's talents. Crosby, with his
relaxed, intimate style, gained early prominence through radio broadcasts. His
improvisational skills and effortless delivery captivated listeners. Como, initially focused
on Italian-American communities, slowly transitioned to a broader audience through his
smooth vocals and impeccable phrasing. Both mastered the art of radio performance,
captivating audiences with their personalities as much as their vocal prowess. This
chapter will analyze their early radio careers, highlighting their unique approaches to
broadcasting and the impact it had on their ascent to fame.

H2: Chapter 2: The Swing Era and Beyond

The swing era presented distinct opportunities for both singers. Crosby embraced the
upbeat tempo, collaborating with big bands and contributing significantly to the genre’s
popularity. His signature relaxed style, however, set him apart, even within the swing
context. Como, on the other hand, focused on a smoother, more melodic style, less overtly
tied to the high-energy swing aesthetic. While both achieved great success during this
period, their individual approaches showcase the diversity within the genre. This chapter
will delve into their musical output and collaborations during this period, analyzing
stylistic choices and their impact on the music landscape.

H2: Chapter 3: Post-War America and the Changing Soundscape

The post-war era brought significant societal shifts influencing popular music. Crosby,
while maintaining his popularity, witnessed the rise of new styles, notably rock and roll,
which challenged the dominance of crooners. His adaptability is evident in his attempts to
incorporate elements of contemporary music into his repertoire. Como, however,
remained more steadfast in his traditional style, appealing to a mature audience seeking
continuity and familiar sounds. This chapter will examine how each artist responded to the
changing musical tastes of the 1950s and beyond, exploring their strategies for
maintaining relevance.



H2: Chapter 4: Television and the New Media Landscape

Television revolutionized the entertainment industry, and both Crosby and Como
effectively utilized the new medium to reach even larger audiences. Crosby's early
television appearances solidified his image as a versatile entertainer, and his shows were
groundbreaking for their time. Como, known for his polished presentation and charismatic
personality, became a television staple, demonstrating his adaptability and mastery of
visual performance. This chapter will explore their television careers, analyzing their
unique approaches to the new medium and its impact on their continued success.

H2: Chapter 5: The Legacy of the Crooners

Crosby and Como left an indelible mark on popular music, paving the way for future
generations of singers. Their smooth vocals, charismatic personas, and masterful use of
various media shaped the soundscape of the 20th century. This chapter will analyze their
enduring legacies, examining their impact on subsequent artists, their influence on
musical styles, and their lasting cultural significance. It will explore how their careers
serve as a case study for the adaptability and endurance required in the ever-changing
world of show business.

H1: Conclusion: Reflections on their individual contributions and their collective impact

The parallel yet contrasting careers of Bing Crosby and Perry Como provide a fascinating
case study in the world of popular music. While both achieved immense success, their
diverse approaches highlight the adaptability and artistic choices required to thrive in a
dynamic industry. Their legacies stand as testaments to the power of voice, personality,
and the enduring appeal of classic music.

FAQs:

What makes this book different from other biographies of Crosby and Como? This1.
book focuses on comparing and contrasting their careers, revealing the
interconnectedness of their journeys through a shared historical context.

What is the target audience for this book? Anyone interested in music history,1.
biography, or the golden age of popular music.

What kind of research was used in this book? Extensive archival research, including1.
biographies, interviews, recordings, and historical documents.



What is the writing style of this book? Accessible, engaging, and insightful.1.

Is this book suitable for casual readers? Absolutely. It’s written to be enjoyable for1.
anyone interested in the subject, regardless of their prior knowledge.

How long is the ebook? Approximately [insert word count].1.

What format will the ebook be available in? [List formats - e.g., EPUB, Kindle, PDF].1.

Will there be any images included in the ebook? Yes, [specify number or type of1.
images].

Where can I purchase the ebook? [List online stores].1.

Related Articles:

Bing Crosby's Radio Reign: A Deep Dive into His Early Broadcasts: Explores Crosby's1.
early radio career and its impact on his stardom.

Perry Como's Italian Roots and Musical Evolution: Examines Como’s heritage and1.
how it shaped his musical style.

The Swing Era: Comparing Crosby and Como's Approaches: A detailed comparison of1.
their musical styles during the swing era.

Crosby and Como in the Post-War Boom: Adapting to a Changing Soundscape:1.



Analyzes their responses to the evolving musical landscape.

Television's Golden Age: The Impact on Crosby and Como's Careers: Examines their1.
successful transition to television.

The Legacy of the Crooners: Shaping the Sounds of Subsequent Generations:1.
Explores their impact on subsequent artists and musical genres.

Bing Crosby's Film Career: Beyond the Microphone: Explores Crosby's parallel1.
career in Hollywood.

Perry Como's Television Persona: The Making of a Television Icon: Details the1.
creation and maintenance of Como’s television image.

Comparing the Vocal Styles of Bing Crosby and Perry Como: A detailed analysis of1.
their singing techniques and musical influences.
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