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Introduction: The History and Significance of the RSV2CE

The Revised Standard Version Second Catholic Edition (RSV2CE) holds a unique
place among Bible translations. It represents a culmination of decades of
scholarly work dedicated to providing a faithful and accessible rendering of
the Bible for Catholic readers. Understanding its history is crucial to
appreciating its significance. The RSV itself emerged from a desire for a
more accurate and readable English translation than its predecessor, the



American Standard Version (ASV), which was known for its archaic language.
The RSV aimed for a balance – accuracy rooted in the best available
scholarship while maintaining sufficient clarity for modern readers. The
Catholic edition, however, adds a crucial dimension: the inclusion of the
deuterocanonical books.

These books, often referred to as the apocrypha in Protestant traditions, are
considered canonical scripture by the Catholic Church. Their inclusion is not
merely a matter of adding extra texts; it significantly enriches the overall
narrative and theological understanding presented in the Bible. The RSV2CE,
therefore, presents a complete and integrated biblical canon from a Catholic
perspective, reflecting the Church's long-standing tradition and theological
interpretations. This makes the RSV2CE an indispensable resource for anyone
seeking a comprehensive understanding of the Bible within the Catholic faith.

Chapter 1: The Old Testament: A Catholic Perspective

The Old Testament in the RSV2CE presents the foundational history, laws,
prophecies, and wisdom literature of the Jewish people, which forms the basis
for Christian faith. However, its presentation within a Catholic context
highlights specific theological themes and interpretations. The covenant
relationship between God and Israel, the importance of the Law (Torah), and
the prophecies concerning the Messiah are all treated with a rich
understanding of their development and fulfillment within the Christian
narrative. The Catholic perspective emphasizes the continuity between the Old
and New Testaments, seeing Christ as the fulfillment of Old Testament
promises and prophecies. This understanding shapes the reading and
interpretation of the various Old Testament books, particularly the
historical books, the prophetic books, and the wisdom literature.

Chapter 2: The Deuterocanonical Books: Their Inclusion and Importance

The inclusion of the deuterocanonical books (Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach,
Baruch, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, and additions to Esther and Daniel) is a
defining characteristic of the RSV2CE. These books, while present in the
Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible used by early
Christians), were excluded from the Protestant canon during the Reformation.
For Catholics, however, these books are an integral part of sacred scripture,
enriching the overall biblical narrative and providing valuable insights into
Jewish life and faith during the intertestamental period. The
deuterocanonical books offer diverse perspectives on themes such as divine
providence, the struggle between good and evil, the importance of wisdom, and
the nature of God's relationship with his people. They provide crucial
context for understanding the development of Jewish faith and its connection
to the emergence of Christianity.

Chapter 3: The New Testament: Key Themes and Interpretations



The New Testament in the RSV2CE presents the life, teachings, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, as well as the early development of the
Christian Church. The Catholic perspective on the New Testament emphasizes
the authority of the Church's Magisterium in interpreting scripture. Key
themes such as the nature of Christ, the Trinity, salvation, the Church, and
the sacraments are presented within the framework of traditional Catholic
doctrine. The Gospels are understood as eyewitness accounts of Jesus' life
and ministry, while the Pauline epistles and other New Testament writings
provide crucial theological insights into the meaning and significance of
Christ's work.

Chapter 4: The RSV2CE Translation Philosophy and Methodology

The RSV2CE is the result of meticulous scholarly work aimed at producing a
faithful and accessible translation. The translators utilized the best
available textual scholarship, comparing different manuscript traditions to
arrive at the most accurate reading of the original languages. Their approach
emphasizes accuracy, seeking to capture the nuances of the original Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek texts while maintaining clarity and readability for
contemporary readers. The translation also reflects sensitivity to liturgical
use, ensuring that the language is suitable for public worship and private
prayer. Understanding the translation philosophy and methodology enhances
appreciation for the care and precision that went into creating this edition.

Chapter 5: Using the RSV2CE for Prayer and Reflection

The RSV2CE is not just a scholarly work; it is a tool for prayer and
spiritual growth. This chapter explores practical ways to engage with the
RSV2CE in a devotional context. It suggests strategies for lectio divina
(divine reading), personal reflection, and group study. It also highlights
the importance of prayerful engagement with scripture, allowing the Word of
God to speak directly to the heart and mind of the reader. This chapter
provides concrete techniques and examples for using the RSV2CE as a source of
spiritual nourishment and guidance.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Sacred Scripture

The RSV2CE stands as a testament to the enduring power and relevance of
Sacred Scripture. It provides a faithful and accessible translation of the
Bible, tailored to the needs and understanding of Catholic readers. By
embracing both scholarly accuracy and liturgical sensitivity, the RSV2CE
offers a rich and profound engagement with the Word of God, enriching prayer,
fostering spiritual growth, and deepening understanding of the Catholic
faith.

FAQs:



What makes the RSV2CE different from other Catholic Bible translations?1.
The RSV2CE balances accuracy with readability, offering a scholarly yet
accessible text incorporating the deuterocanonical books crucial to
Catholic tradition.

Is the RSV2CE suitable for liturgical use? Yes, its language is1.
appropriate for both public worship and private prayer.

What are the deuterocanonical books, and why are they included? These1.
are books considered canonical within the Catholic Church, enriching the
biblical narrative and providing important historical and theological
context.

How does the RSV2CE compare to the New American Bible (NAB)? Both are1.
respected Catholic translations, but the RSV2CE is generally considered
more literal and conservative in its approach.

Is the RSV2CE easy to understand for a layperson? While scholarly, the1.
RSV2CE strives for clarity and readability, making it accessible to a
broad audience.

Where can I purchase the RSV2CE? It's widely available online and in1.
Catholic bookstores.

What are the benefits of using this specific translation for study? Its1.
accuracy and balance between literalness and readability make it
excellent for in-depth study and theological reflection.

Does this edition include any study notes or commentaries? This ebook1.
focuses solely on the RSV2CE text itself. Companion resources with notes
are available separately.



How does the RSV2CE reflect Catholic theological perspectives? Its1.
inclusion of deuterocanonical books and its overall approach to
translation reflect the Catholic understanding of scripture and
tradition.
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