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This ebook, "Bernstein's Three Dance Episodes from On the Town," delves into the captivating and
influential dance sequences composed by Leonard Bernstein for the 1944 musical On the Town. It
examines these iconic pieces – "New York, New York," "I Can Cook Too," and "Dance of the Sailors" –
not just as standalone musical numbers, but as integral parts of the narrative, character
development, and overall thematic structure of the show. The analysis will explore Bernstein's unique
musical style, his integration of jazz and classical elements, and the innovative choreography that
brought these dances to life. The ebook’s significance lies in its exploration of a pivotal moment in
American musical theatre history, demonstrating Bernstein's genius and his contribution to shaping
the genre. The relevance stems from the enduring popularity of On the Town and its continued
influence on contemporary musical theatre, film, and dance. This detailed analysis will appeal to
students of music, theatre, dance, and anyone interested in the history and artistry of Leonard
Bernstein and the golden age of Broadway.

Ebook Title: A Symphony of Steps: Deconstructing
Bernstein's On the Town Dances

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the scene – On the Town, its context, and Bernstein's role.
Chapter 1: "New York, New York" – A City's Pulse in Motion: Analyzing the musical structure, thematic
relevance, and choreographic choices of the opening number.
Chapter 2: "I Can Cook Too" – A Culinary Choreographic Duet: Exploring the comedic and romantic
elements, the musical interplay, and the unique dance style of this scene.
Chapter 3: "Dance of the Sailors" – Masculinity, Movement, and Musical Mastery: Examining the
powerful and dramatic dance, its relationship to the narrative climax, and Bernstein's masterful
orchestration.
Conclusion: Bernstein's legacy in dance and the enduring impact of On the Town's choreography.
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Leonard Bernstein's On the Town, premiering in 1944, stands as a landmark achievement in American
musical theatre. More than just a lighthearted romantic comedy, it showcased Bernstein's prodigious
talent as a composer, seamlessly blending elements of classical music, jazz, and popular song to
create a vibrant and unforgettable score. This exploration focuses on three pivotal dance sequences –
"New York, New York," "I Can Cook Too," and "Dance of the Sailors" – to dissect their musical
ingenuity, choreographic brilliance, and narrative function within the larger context of the production.
These dances are not mere interludes; they are essential drivers of the plot, character development,
and overall thematic resonance of On the Town. They reveal Bernstein's innovative approach to
musical theatre, an approach that continues to inspire composers and choreographers today.

Chapter 1: "New York, New York" – A City's Pulse in Motion

Keywords: "New York, New York" (On the Town), Opening Number, Urban Choreography, Musical
Structure, Thematic Introduction

The overture to On the Town is not simply a musical prelude; it’s a kinetic introduction to the very
essence of New York City. "New York, New York," the opening number, immediately establishes the
frenetic energy and boundless possibilities of the urban landscape. Musically, Bernstein employs a
driving, syncopated rhythm, a clear nod to the city’s pulse. The melodies are sharp, energetic, and
infused with jazz influences, capturing the vibrant spirit of the post-war era. The orchestration is rich
and full, utilizing brass instruments to convey a sense of grandeur and percussion to amplify the
relentless energy.

Choreographically, the number is a masterful display of controlled chaos. The dancers, representing
the city’s diverse population, move with a combination of precision and spontaneity, reflecting the
constant motion and multifaceted nature of urban life. The choreography is seamlessly integrated
with the music, creating a powerful synergy that immerses the audience in the intoxicating
atmosphere of New York. Thematically, "New York, New York" sets the stage for the romantic
adventures to unfold, highlighting the city as both a backdrop and a catalyst for the sailors'
experiences. The song introduces the central theme of youthful optimism and the pursuit of love and
excitement within the vibrant urban environment.

Chapter 2: "I Can Cook Too" – A Culinary Choreographic Duet

Keywords: "I Can Cook Too" (On the Town), Comedic Choreography, Romantic Duet, Musical Interplay,
Character Development

In contrast to the energetic opening, "I Can Cook Too" offers a more intimate and comedic interlude.
This duet between one of the sailors and his date showcases a playful and charming dynamic, further
developing their characters. Musically, Bernstein shifts gears, employing a lighter, more playful style.
The music incorporates elements of vaudeville and swing, creating a lighthearted and slightly satirical
tone. The melody is catchy and easily memorable, underscoring the scene's romantic and comedic
elements.

Choreographically, the piece incorporates both partner work and solo sections, allowing both
performers to showcase their individual skills. The movements are often exaggerated and playful,
emphasizing the comedic aspects of the scene. The dance underscores the romantic tension between
the characters while simultaneously highlighting the playful aspects of their interaction. The scene
uses the kitchen as a stage, further solidifying the theme of home, comfort, and personal connection



within the vast urban setting of New York. This dance effectively utilizes both music and movement to
showcase character development, adding depth and humor to the narrative.

Chapter 3: "Dance of the Sailors" – Masculinity, Movement,
and Musical Mastery

Keywords: "Dance of the Sailors" (On the Town), Dramatic Choreography, Narrative Climax,
Orchestration, Musical Tension

The "Dance of the Sailors" represents the emotional and dramatic climax of On the Town. This
powerful and intensely physical number reflects the sailors' conflicted emotions, their longing for
home, and their appreciation for their fleeting experiences in the city. Musically, Bernstein employs a
more intense and dramatic style. The orchestration is richer and more complex, utilizing a full
orchestra to create a powerful and emotional soundscape. The music builds in intensity, mirroring the
sailors' growing emotional turmoil as they grapple with their impending return to sea.

Choreographically, the dance is a powerful display of masculine energy, reflecting the sailors'
strength and virility. The movements are powerful and expressive, reflecting the sailors' emotional
turmoil. The choreography is perfectly synchronized with the music, creating a visually stunning and
emotionally resonant piece. The dance serves as a powerful reflection on the themes of camaraderie,
longing, and the transient nature of life. The musical and choreographic elements combine to provide
a profound and unforgettable conclusion to the central dramatic arc of the show.

Conclusion: Bernstein's Enduring Legacy in Dance

Keywords: Bernstein's Influence, Choreographic Innovation, Enduring Impact, On the Town Legacy

Bernstein's three dance episodes from On the Town represent a significant contribution to the history
of musical theatre. His innovative approach to integrating music and choreography, his mastery of
different musical styles, and his ability to use dance to advance the narrative and develop characters
have had a lasting influence on the genre. These dances are not only historically significant but
remain captivating and relevant even today, demonstrating the enduring power of Bernstein's genius
and the timeless appeal of On the Town. The seamless blend of music and movement continues to
inspire choreographers and composers, underscoring the enduring legacy of this remarkable work.
The ebook explores the intricate detail of the pieces’ creation, allowing the reader to fully appreciate
the depth and complexity of Bernstein's compositional artistry.

FAQs

What makes Bernstein's dance sequences in On the Town unique? His seamless integration of1.
jazz and classical styles, his ability to use dance to advance the plot, and the innovative
choreography of the era.

How do the dances reflect the themes of the musical? The dances mirror themes of urban life,2.
romance, longing, and the ephemeral nature of experience.

What is the significance of "New York, New York" as an opening number? It sets the frenetic3.



energy and tone for the entire musical.

How does "I Can Cook Too" contribute to character development? It showcases the playful and4.
romantic dynamics between characters.

What is the emotional impact of the "Dance of the Sailors"? It powerfully conveys the sailors'5.
complex emotions and impending departure.

What is the role of orchestration in Bernstein's dance sequences? The orchestration enhances6.
the emotional intensity and reflects the shifting moods.

How did the choreography of the time influence Bernstein's work? The era's emphasis on7.
innovative and expressive dance is reflected in his unique approach.

What is the lasting legacy of these dance sequences? Their influence on subsequent musical8.
theatre, dance, and film is undeniable.

Who were the original choreographers for On the Town? Jerome Robbins is credited with the9.
original choreography.

Related Articles:

Jerome Robbins' Choreographic Style in On the Town: An analysis of Robbins' contributions to1.
the show's dance numbers.

Leonard Bernstein's Musical Influences in On the Town: An examination of the various musical2.
styles incorporated into the score.

The Social and Historical Context of On the Town: An exploration of the post-war era and its3.
influence on the musical.

The Narrative Structure of On the Town: How the plot unfolds and the role of the dance4.
sequences in moving the story forward.

The Use of Jazz in Leonard Bernstein's Compositions: A broader look at Bernstein's use of jazz5.
across his oeuvre.

American Musical Theatre in the 1940s: A comprehensive overview of the era and its significant6.
musicals.

Comparing and Contrasting On the Town with other Bernstein Works: An examination of7.
thematic and stylistic similarities and differences.

The Evolution of Broadway Dance from the 1940s to Today: Tracing the history of Broadway8.
dance and its relationship to On the Town.

The enduring popularity of On the Town: A critical assessment: Evaluating the reasons behind9.



the show's continued relevance and appeal.
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