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EBook DESCRIPTION: BELVIDERE ILLINOIS ToOrRNADO 1967

THIS EBOOK DELVES INTO THE DEVASTATING BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS TORNADO OF APRIL 21, 1967, ONE OF THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT TORNADOES TO STRIKE ILLINOIS IN THE 20TH CENTURY. THE BOOK METICULOUSLY RECONSTRUCTS THE EVENTS OF
THAT DAY, EXAMINING THE METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS THAT LED TO THE TORNADO'S FORMATION, ITS PATH OF
DESTRUCTION THROUGH THE CITY, AND THE HARROWING EXPERIENCES OF THOSE WHO LIVED THROUGH IT. BEYOND A SIMPLE
RECOUNTING OF EVENTS, THE EBOOK EXPLORES THE AFTERMATH, INCLUDING THE COMMUNITY'S RESPONSE TO THE DISASTER, THE
REBUILDING EFFORTS, AND THE LONG-TERM IMPACT ON BELVIDERE. |T SERVES AS A VALUABLE HISTORICAL RECORD, A POIGNANT
TESTAMENT TO HUMAN RESILIENCE, AND A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE DESTRUCTIVE POWER OF NATURE. THE BOOK ALSO
INCORPORATES CONTEMPORARY ACCOUNTS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND ARCHIVAL MATERIALS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE AND
DEEPLY ENGAGING NARRATIVE. T AIMS TO NOT ONLY EDUCATE READERS ABOUT THIS SPECIFIC EVENT BUT ALSO TO HIGHLIGHT
THE IMPORTANCE OF PREPAREDNESS AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN THE FACE OF NATURAL DISASTERS.

Esook TITLE: BELVIDERE'S FURY: THE 1967 TORNADO AND ITS LEGACY
OUTLINE:

INTRODUCTION: SETTING THE SCENE — BELVIDERE IN 1967, METEOROLOGICAL CONTEXT LEADING UP TO THE TORNADO.
CHAPTER 1: THE STORM'S APPROACH: DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE TORNADO'S FORMATION, WARNING SYSTEMS (OR LACK
THEREOF ), AND EARLY SIGNS OF THE APPROACHING DANGER.

CHAPTER 2: DEVASTATION AND DESTRUCTION: A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF THE TORNADO'S PATH THROUGH BELVIDERE,
DESCRIBING THE DAMAGE INFLICTED ON HOMES, BUSINESSES, AND INFRASTRUCTURE. INCLUDES PERSONAL ACCOUNTS FROM
SURVIVORS.

CHAPTER 3: IN THE W AKE OF THE STORM: THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH — RESCUE EFFORTS, CASUALTIES, INITIAL ASSESSMENTS
OF DAMAGE, AND THE COMMUNITY'S INITIAL RESPONSE.

CHAPTER 4: REBUILDING BELVIDERE: THE LONG-TERM RECOVERY PROCESS, INCLUDING INSURANCE CLAIMS, GOVERNMENT AID,
COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING, AND THE PHYSICAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY. STORIES OF RESILIENCE AND REBUILDING.
CHAPTER 5: LESSONS LLEARNED: ANALYSIS OF THE EVENT'S IMPACT ON DISASTER PREPAREDNESS, BUILDING CODES, AND
METEOROLOGICAL FORECASTING. LONG-TERM EFFECTS ON THE CITY AND ITS RESIDENTS.

CONCLUSION: REFLECTING ON THE 1967 TORNADO'S LASTING LEGACY ON BELVIDERE AND ITS IMPORTANCE AS A CASE STUDY
IN DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY.

BeLVIDERE'S FURY: THE 1967 TornADO AND ITs LEGACY (ARTICLE)

INTRODUCTION: A CiTY UNDER SIEGE

ONAPRIL 21, 1967, THE SEEMINGLY PEACEFUL CITY OF BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS, EXPERIENCED A CATACLYSMIC EVENT THAT
WOULD FOREVER ALTER ITS LANDSCAPE AND THE LIVES OF ITS RESIDENTS. A VIOLENT TORNADO, ESTIMATED TO BE AN F4 ON
THE FUJITA SCALE, RIPPED THROUGH THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY, LEAVING A TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION AND HEARTBREAK IN ITS
WAKE. THIS ARTICLE EXAMINES THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE 1967 BELVIDERE TORNADO, EXPLORING ITS METEOROLOGICAL
CONTEXT, THE DEVASTATING IMPACT ON THE CITY, THE HEROIC RESCUE EFFORTS, AND THE ENDURING LEGACY OF THIS NATURAL
DISASTER.

CHAPTER 1: THE STORM'S APPROACH: A GATHERING THREAT

THE METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS LEADING UP TO THE TORNADO WERE A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF ATMOSPHERIC INSTABILITY
AND DYNAMIC WEATHER PATTERNS. A POWERFUL LOW-PRESSURE SYSTEM MOVED ACROSS THE MID\X/ESTI CREATING AN



ENVIRONMENT RIPE FOR SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS. W/ ARM, MOIST AIR COLLIDED WITH COOLER, DRIER AIR, CREATING SIGNIFICANT
ATMOSPHERIC LIFT AND GENERATING STRONG UPDRAFTS. W/HILE WEATHER FORECASTING TECHNOLOGY WAS LESS
SOPHISTICATED IN 1967 THAN IT IS TODAY, EARLY WARNINGS OF SEVERE WEATHER WERE ISSUED, BUT THE PRECISE LOCATION
AND INTENSITY OF THE TORNADO REMAINED UNPREDICTABLE. THE LACK OF WIDESPREAD, REAL-TIME RADAR COVERAGE HAMPERED
ACCURATE PREDICTION AND TIMELY WARNINGS, LEAVING MANY RESIDENTS UNPREPARED FOR THE ONSLAUGHT. THIS SECTION WILL
ANALYZE AVAILABLE WEATHER DATA FROM THAT DAY AND EXPLORE THE LIMITATIONS OF FORECASTING CAPABILITIES IN THE
MID- 1960s.

CHAPTER 2: DEVASTATION AND DESTRUCTION: A SCENE oF CHAOS

THE TORNADO TOUCHED DOWN NEAR BELVIDERE AROUND 4:00 PM, UNLEASHING ITS FURY UPON THE UNSUSPECTING CITY.
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS DESCRIBE A MONSTROUS FUNNEL CLOUD, HUNDREDS OF YARDS WIDE, TEARING THROUGH RESIDENTIAL
AREAS, BUSINESSES, AND INDUSTRIAL SITES. THE SHEER POWER OF THE WIND, ESTIMATED AT OVER 200 MILES PER HOUR,
COMPLETELY LEVELED HOMES, RIPPED APART BUILDINGS, AND UPROOTED TREES. THE SOUND OF THE TORNADO IS DESCRIBED IN
MANY ACCOUNTS AS A DEAFENING ROAR THAT OVERSHADOWED ALL OTHER NOISES. THIS CHAPTER WILL PROVIDE A DETAILED
ACCOUNT OF THE TORNADO'S PATH THROUGH BELVIDERE/ USING MAPS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND PERSONAL NARRATIVES TO
RECONSTRUCT THE DEVASTATION. |T WILL EXPLORE THE TYPES OF DAMAGE INFLICTED, THE HARDEST-HIT AREAS, AND THE SCALE
OF DESTRUCTION.

CHAPTER 3: IN THE W AKE OF THE STorM: A COMMUNITY'S RESPONSE

THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF THE TORNADO WAS A SCENE OF UTTER CHAOS. THE CITY WAS SHROUDED IN DUST AND DEBRIS,
WITH POWER LINES DOWN, COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS DISRUPTED, AND COUNTLESS PEOPLE INJURED OR TRAPPED. RescuUE
EFFORTS BEGAN ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, WITH RESIDENTS, FIREFIGHTERS, POLICE OFFICERS, AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL
GUARD WORKING TIRELESSLY TO SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS AND PROVIDE EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. THIS CHAPTER WILL
DOCUMENT THE RESCUE EFFORTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE BRAVERY AND SELFLESSNESS OF INDIVIDUALS WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES TO
SAVE OTHERS. |T WILL ALSO EXAMINE THE CHALLENGES FACED BY RESCUE CREWS IN THE IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF SUCH A
\WIDESPREAD DISASTER, INCLUDING THE LACK OF READILY AVAILABLE RESOURCES AND THE SHEER SCALE OF THE DAMAGE.

CHAPTER 4: REBUILDING BELVIDERE: A TESTAMENT TO RESILIENCE

THE RECOVERY PROCESS IN BELVIDERE WAS A LENGTHY AND CHALLENGING UNDERTAKING. THE CITY FACED THE DAUNTING TASK
OF CLEARING DEBRIS, REBUILDING HOMES AND BUSINESSES, AND ADDRESSING THE EMOTIONAL TRAUMA EXPERIENCED BY THE
SURVIVORS. THE RESPONSE INCLUDED SUBSTANTIAL GOVERNMENT AID, INSURANCE CLAIMS, AND COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING
EFFORTS. THIS CHAPTER WILL EXPLORE THE STRATEGIES EMPLOYED TO REBUILD THE CITY, HIGHLIGHTING THE REMARKABLE
RESILIENCE AND COMMUNITY SPIRIT THAT EMERGED FROM THE DEVASTATION. |T WILL EXAMINE THE ROLE OF LOCAL, STATE, AND
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE RELIEF AND RECOVERY EFFORTS, ANALYZING THE SUCCESS AND LIMITATIONS OF VARIOUS AID
PROGRAMS.

CHAPTER 5: LESSONS LEARNED: A LEGACY OF PREPAREDNESS

THE BELVIDERE TORNADO OF 1967 SERVED AS A STARK REMINDER OF THE DESTRUCTIVE POWER OF NATURE AND HIGHLIGHTED
THE IMPORTANCE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EFFECTIVE WARNING SYSTEMS. THE EVENT LED TO SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS
IN WEATHER FORECASTING, BUILDING CODES, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROCEDURES. THIS CHAPTER WILL ANALYZE THE LESSONS
LEARNED FROM THE DISASTER AND ASSESS THE LONG-TERM IMPACT ON THE CITY’S INFRASTRUCTURE, BUILDING PRACTICES, AND
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES. |T WILL EXAMINE THE CHANGES IN COMMUNITY AWARENESS AND PREPAREDNESS FOR
FUTURE EVENTS, NOTING HOW THE EXPERIENCE SHAPED THE CITY'S APPROACH TO DISASTER MITIGATION AND RESPONSE.

CONCLUSION: REMEMBERING AND REMEMBERING

THE 1967 BELVIDERE TORNADO REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE CITY'S HISTORY, A TESTAMENT TO THE DEVASTATING
POWER OF NATURE AND THE REMARKABLE RESILIENCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. THE EBOOK SEEKS NOT ONLY TO DOCUMENT THE
EVENTS OF THAT FATEFUL DAY BUT ALSO TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES OF THOSE WHO LIVED THROUGH IT AND TO LEARN FROM
THE PAST TO BETTER PREPARE FOR FUTURE DISASTERS. THE LEGACY OF THE 1967 TORNADO SERVES AS A POIGNANT REMINDER



OF THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY, RESILIENCE, AND THE CONTINUOUS EFFORT TO IMPROVE DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE.

1. WHAT WAS THE OFFICIAL F-SCALE RATING OF THE BELVIDERE TORNADO? W/HILE THE EXACT RATING IS DEBATED, IT's
GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN AN F4,

2. How MANY PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN THE BELVIDERE TORNADO? THE EXACT NUMBER OF FATALITIES VARIES ACROSS
SOURCES, BUT IT WAS SIGNIFICANT.

3. WHAT WERE THE MOST SEVERELY DAMAGED AREAS OF BELVIDERE? THE TORNADO'S PATH CUT A SWATHE THROUGH
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CITY, WITH SPECIFIC AREAS ENDURING GREATER DAMAGE.

4. \W/HAT TYPE OF AID WAS PROVIDED AFTER THE TORNADO? FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, AS WELL AS
PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS, PROVIDED FINANCIAL AND MATERIAL ASSISTANCE.

5. How pip THE 1967 TORNADO IMPACT BUILDING CODES IN BELVIDERE AND ILLINOIS? THE EVENT INFLUENCED THE
REVISION AND STRENGTHENING OF BUILDING CODES IN THE STATE.

6. WERE THERE ANY SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN WEATHER FORECASTING TECHNOLOGY AFTER THE EVENT? W/HILE NOT
DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTABLE SOLELY TO BELVIDERE, THE EVENT CONTRIBUTED TO THE ONGOING ADVANCEMENTS IN WEATHER

FORECASTING.

7. W/HAT ROLE DID THE COMMUNITY PLAY IN THE REBUILDING EFFORTS? COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT WAS CRUCIAL TO THE
RECOVERY AND REBUILDING PROCESS.

8. ARE THERE ANY MEMORIALS OR COMMEMORATIONS IN BELVIDERE RELATED TO THE 1967 TORNADO? INVESTIGATE LOCAL
HISTORY RESOURCES TO DETERMINE IF ANY EXIST.

Q. W/HERE CAN | FIND MORE DETAILED ARCHIVAL INFORMATION AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE BELVIDERE TORNADO? LOCAL
HISTORICAL SOCIETIES, LIBRARIES, AND POTENTIALLY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES MAY HOLD RELEVANT MATERIALS.

RELATED ARTICLES:

1. ILLINOIS TORNADO HISTORY: A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF SIGNIFICANT TORNADO EVENTS IN |LLINOIS HISTORY.

2. THeE FUIITA SCALE AND TORNADO INTENSITY: EXPLAINS THE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR TORNADOES AND ITS
SIGNIFICANCE.

3. WEATHER FORECASTING TECHNOLOGY IN THE 1960s: EXAMINES THE LIMITATIONS AND ADVANCEMENTS OF WEATHER
FORECASTING DURING THAT ERA.

4. DisASTER RELIEF AND RECOVERY IN THE UNITED STATES: A BROADER LOOK AT DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY
MECHANISMS IN THE US.

5. CoMMUNITY RESILIENCE IN THE FACE oF NATURAL DISASTERS: EXPLORES THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY COHESION
AND SUPPORT DURING AND AFTER DISASTERS.

6. BuiLDING CobEs AND TORNADO RESISTANCE: FOCUSES ON THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS TO
WITHSTAND HIGH WINDS.



7. EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS OF THE BELVIDERE T ORNADO: COLLECTS AND PRESENTS PERSONAL NARRATIVES FROM
SURVIVORS.

8. THe EcoNoMIC IMPACT OF THE BELVIDERE TORNADO: ANALYZES THE FINANCIAL REPERCUSSIONS OF THE DISASTER ON
THE CITY.

Q. LESSONS LEARNED FROM THE BELVIDERE T ORNADO AND THEIR APPLICATION TODAY: EXPLORES HOW THE EXPERIENCE
HAS SHAPED MODERN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CiTY of BELVIDERE
May 1, 2024 - W aTcH BeLvipere CiTy CounciL MeeTINGS oN CoMCAST CaBLE TELEVISION! CHANNEL 20. |. A PUBLIC
HEARING TO APPROVE A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY. THE CITY PUBLISHES A NEWSLETTER ...

BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS - W/ IKIPEDIA
BeLvipere / Bl 8F LVE] D[ R /1S A CITY IN AND THE COUNTY SEAT OF BooNeE COUNTY, ILLINOIS, UNITED STATES. IT IS
SETTLED ON THE KISHWAUKEE RIVER IN FAR NORTHERN |LLINOIS.

15 BesT THINGS To Do in BeL vipere (IL) - THE CRAZY TOURIST
JAn 28, 2022 * BELVIDERE IS IN THE ORBIT OF THE LARGEST CITY IN [LLINOIS, OUTSIDE OF CHICAGO, AND THERE ARE LOTS OF
REASONS TO KEEP ROCKFORD IN MIND. THE CITY HAS AN INVITING BLEND OF HISTORY, ...

News AND NoTices | BeLviDere NJ
THE 2025 MuNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BELVIDERE WAS INTRODUCED AT A PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON... BE ADVISED
THAT THE BELVIDERE PoLICE DEPARTMENT WILL BE STEPPING UP PARKING ENFORCEMENT...

BEL VIDERE [ ILLINOIS, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, G MAP | BRITANNICA
BeLVIDERE, CITY, SEAT (1837) oF BOONE COUNTY, NORTHERN ILLINOIS, U.S. IT LIES ON THE KISHWAUKEE RIVER, ABOUT 75
MILES (120 kM) NORTHWEST OF DOWNTOWN CHICAGO. THE AREA WAS SETTLED IN 1835 AND ...

THE 16 BEST THINGS To Do IN BeLvipere (2025) - TRIPADVISOR
Jun 28,2016 - THINGS To Do IN BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS: SEE TRIPADVISOR'S 1,045 TRAVELER REVIEWS AND PHOTOS OF
BELVIDERE TOURIST ATTRACTIONS. FIND WHAT TO DO TODAY, THIS WEEKEND, OR IN JULY. WE ...

HowMe - BeLviDEre CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
WE INVITE YOU TO NOMINATE INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO DEMONSTRATE EXCEPTIONAL DEDICATION AND SERVICE.
THe Dr. ofF Civic BETTERMENT AWARD, FIRST PRESENTED IN 1965, HONORS INDIVIDUALS ...

ABouT Bl vIDERE — VISIT BEI VIDERE
FOR OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS, BELVIDERE SERVES AS A GATEWAY TO A VARIETY OF ADVENTURES. W/ITHIN MINUTES, YOU CAN
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE DELAWARE W/ ATER GAP, EMBARK ...

Bervipere, IL MaP § DiRecTIONS - MAPQUEST
BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE “CITY OF MURALS,” IS KNOWN FOR ITS VIBRANT PUBLIC ART SCENE THAT
ADORNS VARIOUS BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE CITY. THIS ARTISTIC FLAIR PROVIDES A COLORFUL BACKDROP ...

AsouTt Us - CiTy OF BEL VIDERE
BELVIDERE IS LOCATED IN NORTH CENTRAL ILLINOIS, 25 MINUTES SOUTH OF THE W/ISCONSIN BORDER. ONLY 75 MILES FROM
DOWNTOWN CHICAGO, 83 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN MADISON, W/ISCONSIN, AND 88 MILES ...

CITY oF BELVIDERE
May 1, 2024 - \WaTcH BeLvipere CiTy CounciL MeeTINGS oN CoMCAST CaBLE TELEVISION! CHANNEL 20. |. A PUBLIC
HEARING TO APPROVE A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY. THE CITY PUBLISHES A NEWSLETTER ...



BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS - \W/IKIPEDIA
BeLvioere / ] 8F] LVE] OfF R /IS A CITY IN AND THE COUNTY SEAT OF Boone COUNTY, ILLINOIS, UNITED STATES. IT IS
SETTLED ON THE KISHWAUKEE RIVER IN FAR NORTHERN ILLINOIS.

15 BesT THINGS To Do IN BeLvipere (IL) - THe CRAZY TOURIST
Jan 28, 2022 * BELVIDERE IS IN THE ORBIT OF THE LARGEST CITY IN [LLINOIS, OUTSIDE OF CHICAGO, AND THERE ARE LOTS OF
REASONS TO KEEP ROCKFORD IN MIND. THE CITY HAS AN INVITING BLEND OF HISTORY, ...

News AND NoTIces | BELvIDERE N)
THE 2025 MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF BELVIDERE WAS INTRODUCED AT A PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON... BE ADVISED
THAT THE BELVIDERE PoLICE DEPARTMENT WILL BE STEPPING UP PARKING ENFORCEMENT...

BeLVIDERE | ILLINOIS, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, § MAP | BRITANNICA
BELVIDERE, CITY, SEAT (1837) oF BOONE COUNTY, NORTHERN ILLINOIS, U.S. IT LIES ON THE KiSHWAUKEE RIVER, ABOUT 75
MILES (120 kM) NORTHWEST OF DOWNTOWN CHICAGO. THE AREA WAS SETTLED IN 1835 AND ...

THE 156 BEST THiNGs To Do IN BeLvIDERE (2025) - TRIPADVISOR
Jun 28,2016 - THINGS To Do IN BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS: SEE TRIPADVISOR'S 1,045 TRAVELER REVIEWS AND PHOTOS OF
BELVIDERE TOURIST ATTRACTIONS. FIND WHAT TO DO TODAY, THIS WEEKEND, OR IN JULY. WE ...

Howme - BeL vipere CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
W/E INVITE YOU TO NOMINATE INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO DEMONSTRATE EXCEPTIONAL DEDICATION AND SERVICE.
THe Dr. ofF CiviC BETTERMENT AWARD, FIRST PRESENTED IN 1965, HONORS INDIVIDUALS ...

ABouUT BELVIDERE — VISIT BEL VIDERE
For OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS, BELVIDERE SERVES AS A GATEWAY TO A VARIETY OF ADVENTURES. \X/ITHIN MINUTESI YOU CAN
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE DELAWARE W ATER GAP, EMBARK ...

BeLVIDERE, IL MAP € DIRECTIONS - MAPQUEST

BELVIDERE, |LLINOISI OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE ”CITY OF MURALSI” IS KNOWN FOR ITS VIBRANT PUBLIC ART SCENE THAT
ADORNS VARIOUS BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE CITY. THIS ARTISTIC FLAIR PROVIDES A COLORFUL BACKDROP ...

AsouT Us - CITY oF BELVIDERE

BELVIDERE IS LOCATED IN NORTH CENTRAL ILLINOIS, 25 MINUTES SOUTH OF THE W/ISCONSIN BORDER. ONLY 75 MILES FROM
DOWNTOWN CHICAGO, 83 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN MADISON, WISCONSIN, AND 88 MILES ...

Belvidere Illinois Tornado 1967

Belvidere Illinois Tornado 1967
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