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Ryrie

This ebook provides a concise and accessible introduction to the core
doctrines of Christian theology, drawing heavily from the foundational work
of Charles C. Ryrie. Ryrie's dispensational approach to biblical
interpretation is known for its clarity and systematic presentation, making
it ideal for newcomers to theological study and those seeking a solid
foundation in Christian belief. This book distills Ryrie's comprehensive
insights into a manageable format, exploring key biblical themes such as the
nature of God, the person and work of Christ, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the
Church, and eschatology. Understanding these fundamental theological concepts
is crucial for mature Christian living, effective evangelism, and engaging in
meaningful discussions about faith. This work serves as a valuable resource
for personal study, small group discussions, and introductory theological
courses. It equips readers with a robust understanding of biblical truths,
fostering a deeper appreciation for God's Word and His plan for humanity.
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Article: Understanding God's Plan: A Concise
Guide to Ryrie's Basic Theology

Introduction: The Importance of Systematic Theology and Ryrie's
Dispensational Perspective

Systematic theology provides a framework for understanding the
interconnectedness of biblical truths. It organizes various doctrines into a
coherent system, preventing contradictory interpretations and fostering a
more holistic understanding of God's revelation. Charles C. Ryrie, a
prominent dispensational theologian, significantly contributed to this field.
His approach emphasizes the distinction between God's dealings with Israel
and the Church, highlighting the importance of understanding the historical
context and specific covenants in scripture. This approach clarifies
seemingly contradictory passages and reveals a clearer picture of God's
progressive revelation throughout history. This book utilizes Ryrie's clear
and systematic approach to make basic theology accessible to a wider
audience.

Chapter 1: The Nature of God: Exploring the Attributes and Character of God
(Trinity, omnipotence, omniscience, etc.)

Understanding the nature of God is foundational to Christian theology.
Ryrie's approach emphasizes the biblical revelation of God as a Trinity —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — three distinct persons united in one divine
essence. This doctrine, though complex, is essential because it reveals the
love, power, and grace of God in a way that a single, undefined entity
cannot. Key attributes explored include:

Omnipotence: God's unlimited power and ability to do all His will.
Omniscience: God's perfect knowledge of all things, past, present, and
future.

Omnipresence: God's presence everywhere at all times.

Immutability: God's unchanging nature and faithfulness to His promises.
Holiness: God's perfect purity and separation from sin.

Love: God's inherent characteristic of selfless, sacrificial affection.
Justice: God's righteous judgment and upholding of His law.

Mercy: God's compassion and willingness to forgive.

Grace: God's undeserved favor and benevolence towards humanity.

Chapter 2: The Person and Work of Christ: Christ's deity, humanity,
incarnation, atonement, resurrection, and ascension.

The person and work of Jesus Christ are central to Christian belief. Ryrie
emphasizes Christ's full deity and full humanity, a concept known as the
hypostatic union. This means Jesus is both truly God and truly man, without



compromise or division. The incarnation, God becoming man, is the pivotal
event that made atonement for humanity's sin possible.

Deity: Scripture repeatedly affirms Christ's divine nature, attributes, and
power.

Humanity: Jesus experienced human emotions, limitations, and temptations, yet
remained without sin.

Incarnation: God's initiative to enter human history in the person of Jesus.
Atonement: Christ's sacrificial death on the cross to atone for the sins of
humanity.

Resurrection: The undeniable proof of Christ's victory over death and sin.
Ascension: Christ's return to heaven, where he now intercedes for his people.

Chapter 3: The Holy Spirit: The Person and work of the Holy Spirit, His
gifts, and role in salvation and sanctification.

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, often overlooked yet
crucial to understanding God's work in the world and in believers' lives.
Ryrie presents the Holy Spirit as a distinct person with divine attributes
and a vital role in salvation and sanctification.

Personhood: The Holy Spirit is a divine person, not merely a force or
influence.

Conviction: The Holy Spirit convicts people of sin and draws them to Christ.
Regeneration: The Holy Spirit gives new spiritual life to those who believe
in Christ.

Indwelling: The Holy Spirit resides within believers, empowering and guiding
them.

Gifts: The Holy Spirit bestows spiritual gifts upon believers for service in
the Church.

Sanctification: The ongoing process of becoming more like Christ, empowered
by the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 4: Humanity and Sin: The origin of sin, its consequences, and
humanity's fallen state.

Understanding humanity's fallen state is essential to grasping the need for
salvation. Ryrie addresses the origin of sin, focusing on the rebellion of
Adam and Eve, its consequences, and the pervasive nature of sin in human
hearts. This chapter examines the impact of the fall on human relationships,
creation, and humanity's relationship with God.

Chapter 5: Salvation: God's plan of salvation, including grace, faith,
repentance, justification, and sanctification.

Salvation is God's initiative to rescue humanity from the consequences of
sin. Ryrie presents the core elements of salvation:

Grace: God's undeserved favor and gift of salvation.



Faith: Trusting in Christ's atoning sacrifice as the sole means of salvation.
Repentance: Turning away from sin and towards God.

Justification: Being declared righteous in God's sight because of Christ's
sacrifice.

Sanctification: The ongoing process of being made holy, empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

Chapter 6: The Church: The nature and mission of the Church, its ordinances,
and its relationship to the Kingdom of God.

The Church is the body of Christ, composed of all true believers. Ryrie
explores the nature, mission, and ordinances (baptism and communion) of the
Church, clarifying its relationship to the Kingdom of God-the present reign
of Christ and the future millennial kingdom.

Chapter 7: Eschatology: Biblical views on end times, including the rapture,
tribulation, millennium, and the final judgment.

Eschatology deals with the study of end times. Ryrie presents a premillennial
perspective, emphasizing a future rapture of the Church before a seven-year
tribulation period, followed by Christ's millennial reign on earth and the
final judgment.

Conclusion: Applying Biblical Theology to Daily Life

This concise guide aims to provide a foundational understanding of basic
theological concepts. Applying these truths to daily life is vital for
spiritual growth and effective Christian living. The knowledge gained here
serves as a springboard for deeper study and a more meaningful relationship
with God.

FAQs:

1. What is dispensationalism? Dispensationalism is a system of biblical
interpretation that emphasizes God's progressive revelation and distinct
dispensations or periods of history, highlighting God's unique dealings
with Israel and the Church.

1. What is the difference between the Church and Israel in dispensational
theology? Dispensational theology distinguishes between God's covenants
with Israel and His covenant with the Church, viewing them as distinct
entities with separate destinies.



1. What is the rapture? The rapture, in premillennial dispensational
theology, refers to the belief that before the tribulation period,
believers will be secretly caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

1. What is the millennium? The millennium is a thousand-year period of
Christ's reign on earth, a central theme in eschatology.

1. What is the difference between justification and sanctification?
Justification is being declared righteous in God's sight, while
sanctification is the ongoing process of becoming holy.

1. What is the Trinity? The Trinity is the Christian doctrine that God is
one being existing in three co-equal, co-eternal persons: Father, Son
(Jesus Christ), and Holy Spirit.

1. What is the significance of Christ's atonement? Christ's atoning death
on the cross paid the penalty for humanity's sins, making reconciliation
with God possible.

1. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the believer's life? The Holy
Spirit indwells believers, empowers them for service, guides them, and
sanctifies them.

1. How can I apply this theology to my daily life? By understanding God's
character, His plan of salvation, and His commands, you can live a life
that honors Him and reflects His love.

Related Articles:

1. The Trinity: Understanding God's Nature: An in-depth exploration of the
doctrine of the Trinity.



2. The Person and Work of Christ: A Deeper Dive: A more detailed study of
Jesus' life, ministry, death, and resurrection.

3. Salvation: Understanding God's Gift of Grace: An extensive explanation
of the process of salvation and its implications.

4. The Holy Spirit: Power and Presence in the Believer's Life: An in-depth
look at the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church and individual
believers.

5. Dispensationalism: A Comprehensive Overview: A detailed explanation of
dispensational theology and its principles.

6. The Church: Body of Christ and Mission in the World: An extensive
exploration of the Church's nature, mission, and role in society.

7. Eschatology: Understanding Biblical Prophecy: A detailed study of
biblical prophecies concerning the end times.

8. The Nature of Sin and Its Consequences: A comprehensive examination of
the impact of sin on humanity and creation.

9. Applying Biblical Theology to Daily Life: Practical Applications:
Guidance on integrating biblical teachings into everyday experiences.
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BASIC (Beginners' All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code) [1] is a family of
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