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Ebook Description: A.W. Tozer's Knowledge of the Holy

This ebook delves into the profound theological insights of A.W. Tozer, specifically focusing on his
seminal work, The Knowledge of the Holy. It transcends a simple summary, offering a critical
analysis and contemporary application of Tozer's teachings on the nature of God, the importance of
a true encounter with the divine, and the implications for the believer's life and ministry. We explore
Tozer's unique perspective on God's holiness, its impact on our understanding of worship, prayer,
and evangelism, and the vital role it plays in combating the pervasive spiritual shallowness of our
time. This ebook is essential for anyone seeking a deeper, more transformative relationship with
God, a renewed understanding of biblical theology, and a practical application of spiritual principles
in their daily lives. It's a compelling guide for pastors, theologians, students, and all who yearn for a
more authentic faith.
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Introduction: Introducing A.W. Tozer and The Knowledge of the Holy: Context, Significance, and
Relevance for Today.

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) remains a towering figure in 20th-century Christian thought. His writings,
characterized by profound theological insight and passionate spiritual fervor, continue to resonate



with readers seeking a deeper understanding of God and a more authentic faith. The Knowledge of
the Holy, arguably his most influential work, challenges the reader to confront a potentially
inadequate understanding of God's holiness. Written in a time marked by theological liberalism and
spiritual complacency, Tozer's work serves as a powerful corrective, calling believers back to a
robust, biblical understanding of the divine nature. Its relevance today is undeniable, as the church
grapples with similar challenges of spiritual shallowness and a diluted understanding of God. This
ebook explores Tozer’s core message, examining its implications for contemporary Christian life.

Chapter 1: The Nature of God's Holiness: Exploring Tozer's Definition of Holiness and its Attributes.

Tozer doesn't define holiness in a simplistic, moralistic way. For him, it's not merely the absence of
evil, but the very essence of God's being. Holiness, he argues, is God's otherness, his absolute
transcendence, his utter difference from creation. It's a radiant glory, a breathtaking majesty that
surpasses human comprehension. Tozer emphasizes God's infinite perfection, his absolute purity, his
righteous judgment, and his consuming love. He unpacks these attributes, highlighting their
interconnectedness and their profound implications for our understanding of the divine nature. He
cautions against anthropomorphism, warning against reducing God to human-like qualities, urging
us instead to approach God with awe and reverence.

Chapter 2: The Consequences of a Diminished View of God: Examining the Effects of Inadequate
Understanding of God's Holiness.

Tozer argues that a diminished view of God's holiness has devastating consequences for both
individual believers and the church as a whole. A shallow understanding of God leads to ineffective
prayer, superficial worship, and a compromised evangelistic message. When we fail to grasp the true
nature of God's holiness, our theology becomes unbalanced, our spirituality anemic, and our witness
powerless. He highlights how a low view of God can lead to moral compromise, spiritual apathy, and
a lack of genuine transformation. This chapter examines these consequences in detail, showing how
they manifest in various aspects of Christian life.

Chapter 3: The Pursuit of God: Tozer's Perspective on Seeking Intimacy with a Holy God.

Despite God's transcendence, Tozer emphasizes the possibility—and the necessity—of intimacy with
God. This pursuit, however, requires a radical reorientation of our hearts and minds. It's not a
passive endeavor but an active seeking, a desperate longing for God's presence. Tozer highlights the
role of prayer, meditation on Scripture, and a life surrendered to God's will as essential elements in
this pursuit. He stresses the importance of cultivating a spirit of humility and reverence, recognizing
our utter dependence on God's grace. This chapter delves into Tozer's practical advice on how to
approach God in prayer and cultivate a relationship of genuine intimacy.

Chapter 4: Worship and the Holy God: Understanding Authentic Worship in Light of God's Holiness.

Tozer's perspective on worship is deeply shaped by his understanding of God's holiness. For him,
authentic worship is not merely a performance or a ritual but a heartfelt response to the presence of
a holy God. It's an act of adoration, reverence, and submission. He critiques forms of worship that
are shallow, perfunctory, or self-centered, emphasizing the importance of genuine humility and a
focus on God's glory. This chapter explores Tozer's insights into what constitutes true worship,
contrasting it with superficial expressions of religiosity.

Chapter 5: Prayer and the Holy God: How Our Understanding of God's Holiness Shapes Our Prayer
Life.



Our understanding of God's holiness profoundly impacts our prayer life. Tozer argues that prayer is
not simply a means of getting what we want but a communion with a holy God. He emphasizes the
importance of reverence, humility, and a recognition of our unworthiness before God. This chapter
explores how a deep understanding of God's holiness can lead to more meaningful and effective
prayer, transforming our requests into expressions of worship and adoration.

Chapter 6: Evangelism and the Holy God: The Implications of God's Holiness for Sharing the Gospel.

Tozer's view of God's holiness also has implications for evangelism. He emphasizes the need to
present the Gospel with reverence, recognizing the awesome power and majesty of God. He
challenges the use of manipulative or coercive methods, urging instead a humble and respectful
approach that reflects the holiness of the message being shared. This chapter explores the
significance of presenting the Gospel in a way that accurately reflects the character of God.

Chapter 7: Living a Holy Life: Practical Application of Tozer's Teachings for Daily Living.

Living a holy life, according to Tozer, isn't about achieving perfection but about pursuing God with
all our hearts. It involves a constant striving to live in accordance with God's will, surrendering our
lives to his control and seeking to reflect his character in our actions. This chapter explores practical
applications of Tozer's teachings, providing guidance on how to live a life that honors God in every
aspect.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Holiness: Tozer's Enduring Impact and a Call to Embrace a Life Defined by
the Knowledge of the Holy.

A.W. Tozer's legacy continues to inspire and challenge Christians to pursue a deeper relationship
with God. The Knowledge of the Holy remains a timeless classic, a powerful reminder of the
importance of understanding and experiencing the holiness of God. This conclusion summarizes the
key themes of the ebook and calls readers to embrace a life defined by the knowledge of the holy.

FAQs:

Who was A.W. Tozer? A prominent 20th-century Christian author and pastor known for his1.
profound spiritual insights.

What is the central theme of The Knowledge of the Holy? The importance of a correct2.
understanding and experience of God's holiness.

How is Tozer's definition of holiness different from others? Tozer emphasizes God's3.
transcendence and otherness, not just moral purity.

What are the consequences of a shallow understanding of God's holiness? Ineffective prayer,4.
superficial worship, powerless evangelism, and moral compromise.

How can we pursue intimacy with a holy God? Through prayer, meditation on Scripture, and5.
surrender to God's will.

What is authentic worship according to Tozer? A heartfelt response to the presence of a holy6.



God, characterized by adoration, reverence, and submission.

How does our understanding of God's holiness affect our prayer life? It leads to more reverent,7.
humble, and effective prayer.

What are the implications of God's holiness for evangelism? We must present the Gospel with8.
reverence and respect, reflecting God's character.

How can we live a holy life in practical terms? By pursuing God with all our hearts, seeking to9.
live in accordance with his will.

Related Articles:

A.W. Tozer's Impact on Contemporary Christianity: Examines the enduring influence of Tozer's1.
writings on modern evangelicalism.

The Theology of A.W. Tozer: A comprehensive overview of Tozer's key theological themes and2.
concepts.

Tozer on Prayer: A Deeper Dive: A detailed analysis of Tozer's insights on prayer and its3.
relationship to God's holiness.

Tozer on Worship: A Call to Authentic Adoration: Explores Tozer's critique of superficial4.
worship and his vision for authentic worship.

The Pursuit of God According to A.W. Tozer: A practical guide to seeking intimacy with God5.
based on Tozer's teachings.

A.W. Tozer and the Problem of Spiritual Shallowness: Examines Tozer's critique of spiritual6.
complacency and his call for genuine spiritual depth.

The Holiness of God and its Implications for Evangelism: Explores the implications of God's7.
holiness for effective evangelism.

Living a Holy Life in a Secular World: Applies Tozer's teachings to the challenges of living a8.
holy life in contemporary society.

Comparing Tozer's Theology with Other Contemporary Thinkers: A comparative study of9.
Tozer's theology in relation to other significant theological voices.
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