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Ebook Description: As I Walked Out One Evening: W.H. Auden's

Masterpiece

This ebook delves into W.H. Auden's iconic poem, "As I Walked Out One Evening," exploring its

multifaceted layers of meaning, poetic techniques, and enduring relevance. The poem, a poignant

meditation on love, mortality, and the passage of time, transcends its historical context to resonate with

contemporary readers. We will analyze Auden's masterful use of language, imagery, and structure to

convey profound themes of human existence, examining its philosophical underpinnings and its

enduring impact on literary and cultural landscapes. This study offers a detailed exploration of the

poem’s symbolism, its relationship to Auden's personal life and broader literary trajectory, and its

continued power to provoke thought and emotional response. It's a must-read for anyone interested in

modern poetry, Auden's work, or the exploration of universal human experiences.

Ebook Title: Unraveling Auden's "As I Walked Out One

Evening"

Outline:

Introduction: Introducing W.H. Auden and the context of "As I Walked Out One Evening."

Chapter 1: A Structural Analysis: Exploring the poem's form, rhyme scheme, and meter; examining its

use of narrative structure.

Chapter 2: Themes of Love and Mortality: A deep dive into the poem's central themes, including the

cyclical nature of life and death, the complexities of love, and the search for meaning.

Chapter 3: Symbolism and Imagery: Analyzing the key symbols and images employed by Auden, such

as the lovers, the sea, and the changing seasons.



Chapter 4: Historical and Literary Context: Placing the poem within the context of Auden's life and the

literary movements of his time (e.g., Modernism).

Chapter 5: Enduring Legacy and Influence: Discussing the poem's impact on subsequent poets and its

continued relevance in contemporary society.

Conclusion: Summarizing key findings and reflecting on the enduring power of Auden's masterpiece.

Article: Unraveling Auden's "As I Walked Out One Evening"

Introduction: W.H. Auden and the Context of "As I Walked Out One Evening"

W.H. Auden, a towering figure of 20th-century literature, crafted poems that grapple with profound

existential questions. "As I Walked Out One Evening," written in 1935, stands as a testament to his

poetic genius. The poem emerged during a period of significant social and political upheaval, marked

by the looming threat of war and the rise of fascism. This context significantly informs the poem's

themes of mortality, love, and the search for meaning in a seemingly chaotic world. Understanding this

background is crucial for a complete appreciation of the poem's complexities.

Chapter 1: A Structural Analysis of "As I Walked Out One Evening"

Auden masterfully employs a ballad stanza—a quatrains with an ABCB rhyme scheme and

predominantly iambic tetrameter. This structure, typically associated with traditional folk ballads,

creates a sense of both intimacy and formality. The poem’s narrative unfolds in a conversational tone,

yet the rhythm and rhyme lend an almost hypnotic quality. The use of repetition, particularly in the

refrain "I’ll love you till the ocean/Is folded and hung up to dry," underscores the enduring nature of

love despite the inevitability of death. The poem's structure mirrors the cyclical nature of life and death

itself, beginning and ending with the speaker walking out into the evening, suggestive of a journey both

linear and recurring.



Chapter 2: Themes of Love and Mortality in "As I Walked Out One Evening"

The poem explores the complex interplay between love and mortality with remarkable poignancy. The

speaker's declaration of love is juxtaposed against the relentless march of time and the undeniable

reality of death. The image of the ocean being "folded and hung up to dry" is a powerful metaphor for

the ultimate annihilation of the physical world—a concept seemingly beyond human comprehension, yet

presented with a surprising simplicity. The love professed is not merely romantic; it's a testament to the

human desire for connection and meaning in the face of oblivion. The poem subtly suggests that while

love may endure beyond physical existence, it's inextricably linked to the finite nature of human life.

Chapter 3: Symbolism and Imagery in "As I Walked Out One Evening"

Auden’s masterful use of symbolism and imagery enhances the poem's emotional impact. The ocean,

as mentioned before, symbolizes the vastness and power of nature and time, while its eventual drying

up represents the ultimate end. The lovers, initially presented as enduring figures, are also subject to

the passage of time and the inevitable decay of the body. The seasons shift from summer to autumn,

symbolizing the aging process and the cyclical nature of life itself. The use of concrete

imagery—describing the physical world around the speaker—serves to contrast with the abstract

concepts of love, mortality, and eternity. This juxtaposition heightens the emotional tension and forces

the reader to grapple with these themes on a visceral level.

Chapter 4: Historical and Literary Context of "As I Walked Out One Evening"

"As I Walked Out One Evening" was written during a turbulent period in European history. The threat

of fascism loomed large, and the Spanish Civil War was raging. Auden's own personal life was also in

flux. While not explicitly political, the poem's underlying sense of uncertainty and impending doom

reflects the anxieties of the time. The poem's thematic concerns—the fragility of life and the search for

enduring values— resonate with the social and political context in which it was written. From a literary

perspective, the poem draws upon both traditional ballad forms and the modernist sensibility of its



time, blending familiar structures with unconventional thematic explorations.

Chapter 5: The Enduring Legacy and Influence of "As I Walked Out One Evening"

Despite its specific historical context, "As I Walked Out One Evening" continues to resonate with

readers today. Its exploration of universal themes—love, death, and the search for

meaning—transcends time and cultural boundaries. The poem’s enduring power lies in its ability to

confront these profound questions with both stark honesty and lyrical beauty. Its influence can be seen

in the works of subsequent poets who have grappled with similar themes. The poem's simple yet

powerful language, its effective use of structure, and its insightful exploration of human experience

have cemented its place as a literary classic.

Conclusion:

"As I Walked Out One Evening" is more than just a poem; it is a profound meditation on the human

condition. Auden's masterful use of language, structure, and imagery compels readers to confront the

inevitable realities of life and death, while simultaneously offering a glimmer of hope in the enduring

power of love and human connection. The poem's enduring legacy lies in its ability to elicit emotional

responses and spark intellectual reflection, making it a timeless masterpiece that continues to resonate

with generations of readers.

FAQs:

What is the main theme of "As I Walked Out One Evening"? The main themes are love,1.

mortality, and the search for meaning in the face of death.

What is the poem's significance in Auden's body of work? It's considered one of his most2.



significant and enduring poems, showcasing his mastery of form and thematic depth.

What literary devices does Auden use in the poem? He uses ballad stanza, repetition,3.

symbolism, imagery, and metaphor effectively.

How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? The ballad structure and repetitive4.

elements highlight the cyclical nature of life and the persistence of love.

What is the significance of the "ocean" metaphor? The ocean represents the vastness and5.

power of time and nature, ultimately suggesting the inevitability of death.

What is the historical context of the poem? It was written in the 1930s amidst social and political6.

turmoil, influencing the poem's tone of uncertainty.

How does the poem relate to the concept of time? The poem explores the passage of time, its7.

relentless march, and the contrast between the fleeting nature of life and enduring love.

What is the overall tone of the poem? The tone is a blend of melancholic contemplation and8.

hopeful affirmation, capturing the complexities of human existence.

Who would find this ebook valuable? Students of literature, poetry enthusiasts, those interested9.

in Auden’s work, and anyone fascinated by existential themes will benefit from this book.

Related Articles:

Auden's Use of Ballad Stanza: A Comparative Analysis: Exploring Auden's use of ballad forms1.

across his works.



The Influence of Modernism on Auden's Poetry: Examining the modernist influences shaping his2.

poetic style and themes.

Love and Loss in Auden's Poetry: A detailed study of love and loss as recurring themes in3.

Auden’s literary output.

Symbolism in "As I Walked Out One Evening": A Deconstruction: A deeper symbolic reading of4.

the poem.

Auden's Engagement with Existentialism: Exploring Auden’s engagement with existential themes5.

in his broader work.

The Political Undercurrents in Auden's Early Poetry: Analyzing the socio-political context6.

informing his early poems.

Comparing Auden's "As I Walked Out One Evening" with Other Ballads: Comparing and7.

contrasting Auden’s ballad with traditional and modern examples.

The Poetic Legacy of W.H. Auden: Assessing Auden's enduring impact on the world of poetry.8.

Teaching "As I Walked Out One Evening" in the Classroom: Strategies for teaching and9.

discussing this complex poem in an educational setting.
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WALKED | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary

WALKED definition: 1. past simple and past participle of walk 2. to move along by putting one foot in

front of the…. Learn more.

walk verb - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes ...

He always walked her home. I walked him to the corner of the street. [transitive] walk something (+

adv./prep.) to take an animal for a walk; to make an animal walk somewhere They walk …

WALK definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary

a distance walked or to be walked, often in terms of the time required not more than ten minutes' walk

from town

Walked Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary

She walked slowly back to the kitchen. He walked in without knocking. She shrugged and then walked

away. She glanced around for some kind of weapon as they walked, and soon came …

What does walked mean? - Definitions.net

Walked is the past tense form of the verb "walk," which typically refers to the action of moving on foot,

by taking steps, in order to travel from one place to another.

walked - WordReference.com Dictionary of English

to conduct or accompany on a walk: He walked them about the park. to move (a box, trunk, or other

object) in a manner suggestive of walking, as by a rocking motion.

WALKED - Definition & Meaning - Reverso English Dictionary

Walked definition: having been taken for a walk. Check meanings, examples, usage tips,

pronunciation, domains, and related words. Discover expressions like "worship the ground he …

Walked - definition of walked by The Free Dictionary

Define walked. walked synonyms, walked pronunciation, walked translation, English dictionary

definition of walked. v. walked , walk·ing , walks v. intr. 1. To move over a surface by taking …



39 Synonyms & Antonyms for WALKED | Thesaurus.com

Find 39 different ways to say WALKED, along with antonyms, related words, and example sentences

at Thesaurus.com.

WALKED Synonyms: 67 Similar Words - Merriam-Webster

Synonyms for WALKED: stepped, strolled, wandered, marched, sauntered, treaded, traipsed, strode,

trotted, trekked

WALKED | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary

WALKED definition: 1. past simple and past participle of walk 2. to move along by putting one foot in

front of the…. Learn more.

walk verb - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes ...

He always walked her home. I walked him to the corner of the street. [transitive] walk something (+

adv./prep.) to take an animal for a walk; to make an animal walk somewhere They walk their …

WALK definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary

a distance walked or to be walked, often in terms of the time required not more than ten minutes' walk

from town

Walked Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary

She walked slowly back to the kitchen. He walked in without knocking. She shrugged and then walked

away. She glanced around for some kind of weapon as they walked, and soon came up …

What does walked mean? - Definitions.net

Walked is the past tense form of the verb "walk," which typically refers to the action of moving on foot,

by taking steps, in order to travel from one place to another.

walked - WordReference.com Dictionary of English

to conduct or accompany on a walk: He walked them about the park. to move (a box, trunk, or other

object) in a manner suggestive of walking, as by a rocking motion.



WALKED - Definition & Meaning - Reverso English Dictionary

Walked definition: having been taken for a walk. Check meanings, examples, usage tips,

pronunciation, domains, and related words. Discover expressions like "worship the ground he …

Walked - definition of walked by The Free Dictionary

Define walked. walked synonyms, walked pronunciation, walked translation, English dictionary

definition of walked. v. walked , walk·ing , walks v. intr. 1. To move over a surface by taking …

39 Synonyms & Antonyms for WALKED | Thesaurus.com

Find 39 different ways to say WALKED, along with antonyms, related words, and example sentences

at Thesaurus.com.
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