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Ebook Description: Arthur Upfield Books in
Order

This ebook provides a comprehensive guide to reading the works of Arthur
Upfield, a renowned Australian author famous for his detective novels
featuring the Aboriginal tracker Napoleon Bonaparte. The significance lies in
offering readers a structured approach to enjoying Upfield's captivating
stories, ensuring they experience the evolution of Bonaparte's character and
the development of Upfield's writing style across his prolific career. The
chronological order presented allows readers to appreciate the nuances of
plot, character development, and the historical context of the outback
Australian settings. The relevance extends beyond simple reading order; this
guide aids readers in understanding Upfield's contribution to crime fiction
and his unique portrayal of Aboriginal culture within a colonial setting, a
topic that continues to spark discussion and interest today. For both
dedicated Upfield fans and new readers seeking to explore his legacy, this
guide is an invaluable resource.

Ebook Title: Navigating the Outback: A Reader's
Guide to Arthur Upfield's Novels

Outline:

Introduction: An overview of Arthur Upfield's life, writing style, and the
enduring appeal of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Chapter 1: The Early Years — Establishing Bonaparte: Examination of Upfield's
early novels and the introduction of Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte.
Chapter 2: The Golden Age — Bonaparte's Maturity: Analysis of Upfield's most
celebrated works, exploring the development of Bonaparte's character and
thematic consistency.

Chapter 3: Later Works and Evolution: Discussion of Upfield's later novels,
highlighting any shifts in writing style or thematic focus.

Chapter 4: Upfield's Legacy and Critical Reception: Assessment of Upfield's
lasting impact on crime fiction and contemporary discussions surrounding his
portrayal of Aboriginal culture.

Conclusion: Recap of key points, recommendations for further reading, and
resources for learning more about Arthur Upfield and his work.

Article: Navigating the Outback: A Reader's



Guide to Arthur Upfield's Novels

Introduction: The Enduring Mystery of Arthur Upfield
and Napoleon Bonaparte

Arthur Upfield (1888-1964) remains a significant figure in crime fiction,
particularly for his creation of Detective-Inspector Napoleon Bonaparte, a
half-caste Aboriginal tracker operating in the rugged Australian outback. His
novels, often hailed for their atmospheric descriptions of the Australian
landscape and their intricate plots, continue to captivate readers today.
However, navigating Upfield's extensive bibliography can be challenging for
new readers. This guide provides a chronological pathway through his works,
highlighting key themes and the evolution of both Bonaparte and Upfield's
writing style. Understanding the order in which these novels were written
allows for a deeper appreciation of the subtleties within the stories and the
progression of Bonaparte’s character arc.

Chapter 1: The Early Years — Establishing Bonaparte:
Forging a Legend in the Dust

Upfield's early novels lay the foundation for the enduring legend of Napoleon
Bonaparte. These books introduce us to the unique blend of traditional
Aboriginal knowledge and Western detective techniques that define Bonaparte's
approach to crime-solving. The initial novels often focus on establishing
Bonaparte's personality: his quiet intelligence, his intuitive understanding
of the outback, and his complex relationship with the white Australian
society. Examining these early works reveals how Upfield carefully crafted
Bonaparte's character, balancing his remarkable skills with his inherent
vulnerability within a racially charged colonial context. Key early novels to
consider in this chronological approach include:

The Sands of Windee (1929): This often considered his breakthrough novel,
introduces Bonaparte and sets the stage for his future investigations.

The Mystery of the Swordfish (1931): Further develops Bonaparte's character
and his unique approach to detective work.

The Man from Singapore (1932): Showcases Bonaparte's sharp intellect and his
mastery of observation.

Understanding the development of Bonaparte in these early works is crucial to
fully appreciating his evolution throughout the series.

Chapter 2: The Golden Age — Bonaparte's Maturity:
Mastering the Art of the Outback Investigation

This period marks the zenith of Upfield's writing and Bonaparte's character
development. The novels of this era showcase a refinement in both plot



complexity and character depth. Bonaparte's skills as a tracker are fully
realized, and his interactions with the diverse cast of characters he
encounters become increasingly nuanced. The settings become integral to the
narratives, with the harsh beauty and hidden dangers of the Australian
outback playing a pivotal role in solving the mysteries. Significant novels
from this period include:

The Lake of Swords (1935): A prime example of Upfield'’s masterful
storytelling, showcasing Bonaparte’s keen observation and intuitive
understanding of human nature.

The Barrakee Mystery (1937): This novel deepens our understanding of
Bonaparte's connection to the land and his Aboriginal heritage.

The Boss of Boomerang Creek (1939): Presents a more complex investigation,
highlighting the challenges Bonaparte faces while navigating both the natural
environment and societal prejudice.

Devil's Steps (1941): A classic example of Upfield’s skill in weaving
together suspense, character development and environmental detail.

The novels of this period represent the peak of Upfield's creative power and
are often cited as the best examples of his work.

Chapter 3: Later Works and Evolution: Adapting to a
Changing Landscape

Upfield's later novels, while maintaining the core elements of his style,
demonstrate an evolution in his writing and a subtle shift in thematic focus.
While Bonaparte remains the central figure, his investigations sometimes
become less focused on the purely criminal aspects and instead address wider
social and political themes emerging in post-war Australia. This period
reflects both Upfield's own changing perspectives and the changing social
landscape of Australia.

Bony and the White Cockatoo (1952): This novel demonstrates a transition in
Bonaparte’s character and Upfield’s style.

The Will of the Tribe (1960): Explores themes of land rights and Aboriginal
identity.

The Mountains Have a Secret (1959): One of the later works that exemplifies
some shift in themes.

Analyzing these later works allows for a complete understanding of Upfield's
literary journey and the continued evolution of his iconic detective.

Chapter 4: Upfield's Legacy and Critical Reception:
A Complex and Enduring Influence

Upfield's legacy is complex. He's celebrated for his contributions to crime



fiction and for his unique portrayal of the Australian outback. However, his
representation of Aboriginal culture has also drawn criticism. While he
attempted to portray Aboriginal people with respect, his work is undeniably a
product of its time, reflecting the prevalent colonial attitudes of the era.
Modern readers must engage with Upfield's works through a lens that
acknowledges both his literary achievements and the limitations of his
perspective. Understanding these complexities allows for a more informed and
nuanced appreciation of Upfield's place in Australian literary history.

Conclusion: Continuing the Journey through the
Outback

Reading Arthur Upfield's novels in chronological order provides an invaluable
opportunity to experience the full arc of Bonaparte's character and the
evolution of Upfield's writing. This journey through the Australian outback,
both literally and metaphorically, offers readers a unique blend of crime
fiction, compelling characters, and a window into a specific historical
period. Further research into Upfield's life and the socio-political context
of his writing enhances this understanding, adding depth and significance to
the reading experience.

FAQs

1. Are all Arthur Upfield books equally good? No, critical reception
varies. Many consider his mid-career works his strongest.

2. Is it necessary to read the books in order? While not strictly
necessary, reading chronologically offers a richer experience.

3. How does Upfield portray Aboriginal culture? With a mixture of respect
and the limitations of his time; it's crucial to view his work through a
modern lens.

4. Are Upfield's books still relevant today? Yes, his atmospheric writing
and compelling plots continue to resonate.

5. What makes Napoleon Bonaparte such a compelling character? His unique
blend of Aboriginal knowledge and Western detective skills.

6. What are the major themes in Upfield's novels? Justice, culture clash,
the power of observation, and the Australian landscape.

7. Are Upfield's books suitable for all readers? While engaging, some
content may be considered mature for younger readers.

8. Where can I find Arthur Upfield's books? Most major bookstores and
online retailers stock his works.



9. Are there any film or television adaptations of Upfield's novels? Yes,
several adaptations exist, though their fidelity to the source material
varies.

Related Articles:

1. Napoleon Bonaparte: A Character Study: A deep dive into the development
of Upfield's iconic detective.

2. The Australian Outback in Upfield's Novels: Examining the landscape as a
character in itself.

3. Upfield and Colonialism: A Critical Analysis: A critical examination of
Upfield's portrayal of Aboriginal culture.

4. The Evolution of Upfield's Writing Style: Tracing the changes in his
style throughout his career.

5. Comparing Upfield to other Crime Writers: Placing Upfield within the
context of crime fiction history.

6. Adaptations of Upfield's Novels: A Comparative Study: Analyzing the
various film and television versions of his works.

7. The Mysteries of the Australian Outback: Exploring the real-life
mysteries that may have inspired Upfield.

8. Arthur Upfield's Life and Influences: Delving into Upfield's biography
and the factors shaping his writing.

9. Reading Lists: Further Adventures in Australian Crime Fiction:
Recommendations for readers who enjoy Upfield's work.

Additional Resources

ARTHUR | Home | PBS KIDS
Play with Arthur and his friends! Join clubs, sing karaoke, or watch videos!
Play games and print out activities too!

ARTHUR | Video | PBS KIDS
Watch Arthur video clips, episodes, and songs.What is your zip code?PBS KIDS
uses your zip code to find our stations in your ..

Arthur | Streaming Free on PBS KIDS | Full Episodes - YouTube



Play Arthur games and watch full episodes at https://pbskids.org/arthur.
ARTHUR is an animated series aimed at viewers between the ages of four and
eight.

Art] Wiki | Fand
Arthur is a Canadian/American animated educational television series for
children. The show is set in the fictional American city of Elwood City, and

revolves around the lives of 8-year-old aardvark Arthur Read, his ..

Arthur (TV Series 1996-2022) - IMDb

Based on Marc Brown's wildly popular series of books for children, Arthur - a
third-grader in an aardvark suit - and his anthromorphic family and friends
attempt to make sense of one another and the world in general.

ARTHUR | Home | PBS KIDS
Play with Arthur and his friends! Join clubs, sing karaoke, or watch videos!
Play games and print out activities too!

ARTHUR | Video | PBS KIDS
Watch Arthur video clips, episodes, and songs.What is your zip code?PBS KIDS
uses your zip code to find our stations in your area.

Arthur | Streaming Free on PBS KIDS | Full Episodes - YouTube

Play Arthur games and watch full episodes at https://pbskids.org/arthur.
ARTHUR is an animated series aimed at viewers between the ages of four and
eight.

Arthur Wiki | Fandom

Arthur is a Canadian/American animated educational television series for
children. The show is set in the fictional American city of Elwood City, and
revolves around the lives of 8-year-old ..

Arthur (TV Series 1996-2022) - IMDb

Based on Marc Brown's wildly popular series of books for children, Arthur - a
third-grader in an aardvark suit - and his anthromorphic family and friends
attempt to make sense of one another ..

Arthur (TV series) - Wikipedia

Based on Brown's Arthur book series, it is set in the fictional American city
of Elwood City and revolves around the lives of Arthur Read, an
anthropomorphic aardvark, [1] his friends and ..

Watch Arthur Videos | PBS KIDS
Double Trouble/Arthur's Almost Live Not Real Music Festival (ASL) 27 m Full
Episode

< \rtl _ Wikipedi
According to legends, King Arthur (Welsh: Brenin Arthur; Cornish: Arthur
Gernow; Breton: Roue Arzhur; French: Roi Arthur) was a king of Britain. He is
a folk hero and a central figure in the ..



PBS Distribution | Arthur

Meet Arthur, the lovable aardvark who has captured hearts worldwide! Based on
Marc Brown’s bestselling books (over 70 million copies sold!), this iconic
animated series follows Arthur and ..

Arthur - BBC iPlayer

Follow the adventures of the worlds most famous aardvark, eight-year-old
Arthur Read, and his family and friends.
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