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Introduction: The Crucial Role of AR 735-5 in Army Operations

Army Regulation 735-5, "Army Property Accountability," is not just a set of regulations; it's the
backbone of responsible resource management within the United States Army. This regulation
dictates how the Army accounts for, manages, and protects its vast array of property, ranging from
individual weapons and equipment to complex vehicles and sophisticated technology. Understanding
and adhering to AR 735-5 is crucial for maintaining operational readiness, preventing financial loss,
and ensuring the efficient use of taxpayer dollars. This comprehensive guide will delve into the key
aspects of this regulation, providing a clear and practical understanding for soldiers and civilian
personnel alike.

Chapter 1: Understanding Property Accountability: The Foundation of AR 735-5

This chapter establishes a fundamental understanding of property accountability. It begins by defining
key terms such as "responsible officer," "custodian," and different categories of Army property (e.g.,
expendable, durable, non-expendable). It clarifies the varying levels of responsibility individuals and
units hold for assigned property, highlighting the importance of understanding the chain of
accountability. This section also examines the different types of property records and their purpose.

Chapter 2: Receipt and Issue Procedures: Ensuring Proper Handling of Army Property

This section meticulously explains the procedures for receiving and issuing Army property. It focuses
on the correct completion of DA Forms, such as the DA Form 3161 (Request for Issue or Turn-in) and
DA Form 2062 (Property Book). It emphasizes the importance of thorough inspections upon receipt,
documenting any damage or discrepancies. The process of signing for property, understanding the
implications of that signature, and maintaining a record of all transactions are critically examined.
Real-world examples and potential pitfalls are highlighted to ensure practical application of the
procedures.

Chapter 3: Maintaining Property Records: The Key to Accurate Inventory Control

Accurate record-keeping is paramount in complying with AR 735-5. This chapter explores different
methods of property record-keeping, including manual and automated systems. It emphasizes the
importance of regular inventory updates, using various tools and techniques to ensure accuracy. This
section also covers the importance of reconciling records with physical inventories, explaining the
process of conducting inventories and addressing discrepancies. Best practices for maintaining a
clean and organized property record system are highlighted.

Chapter 4: Property Inspections and Audits: Assessing Compliance and Identifying Issues

Regular inspections and audits are critical for maintaining compliance with AR 735-5. This chapter
covers the different types of inspections, from routine unit-level checks to more extensive command-
level audits. It explains the procedures involved in preparing for an inspection, including the
organization and documentation of property records. It also addresses how to handle discrepancies
identified during inspections, detailing the process for conducting investigations and implementing
corrective actions. This section will provide soldiers with the tools to confidently face any inspection.



Chapter 5: Loss, Damage, and Theft: Procedures and Accountability

This chapter focuses on the procedures for reporting loss, damage, or theft of Army property. It
explains the importance of immediate reporting and the necessary documentation required. It delves
into the investigation process, highlighting the importance of gathering evidence and identifying
responsible parties. The chapter also discusses the potential financial liability associated with loss,
damage, or theft, emphasizing the consequences of negligence or failure to report. This section
equips soldiers with the knowledge to handle such situations responsibly and efficiently.

Chapter 6: Turn-in and Disposal of Property: Completing the Accountability Cycle

This section covers the procedures for turning in or disposing of excess, damaged, or obsolete Army
property. It outlines the process for determining property disposal methods and ensuring proper
documentation. It explains how to ensure compliance with regulations throughout the turn-in process,
including proper packaging, labeling, and transportation. The chapter highlights the importance of
proper disposal methods to prevent waste and ensure environmental compliance.

Chapter 7: Specific Equipment Considerations: Addressing Unique Challenges

This chapter addresses the unique challenges associated with accountability for specific types of
Army equipment, such as weapons systems, vehicles, and sensitive electronic devices. It outlines
specialized procedures and best practices relevant to each equipment category. The unique
accountability requirements and associated challenges for specific types of equipment are thoroughly
examined.

Conclusion: Best Practices for Successful Property Accountability

This concluding section summarizes the key takeaways from the preceding chapters, reinforcing the
importance of adherence to AR 735-5. It emphasizes the vital role of property accountability in
maintaining Army readiness, financial responsibility, and operational efficiency. It offers best practices
and practical tips for soldiers and units to improve their property management systems and minimize
the risk of loss, damage, or theft. This final section empowers readers to confidently and effectively
manage Army property.
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What are the procedures for conducting a property inventory?5.



How do I dispose of excess Army property?6.

What are the consequences of non-compliance with AR 735-5?7.

What resources are available for assistance with property accountability?8.

How do specific equipment categories impact property accountability procedures?9.
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