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Ebook Title: Army Regulation 190-5

This ebook provides a comprehensive guide to understanding and applying Army Regulation 190-5,
covering the crucial aspects of crime prevention and law enforcement within the US Army. Its
significance lies in its role in maintaining discipline, order, and good order and discipline within the
military, ensuring the safety and security of soldiers, civilian employees, and military installations. The
regulation outlines the responsibilities of military police, commanders, and soldiers regarding criminal
investigations, apprehension of suspects, and the processing of cases within the military justice system.
Understanding AR 190-5 is vital for anyone serving in the Army, whether they're directly involved in
law enforcement or not, as it impacts daily life and responsibilities within the military environment. Its
relevance extends beyond the immediate application of the law, informing soldiers of their rights and
responsibilities in legal situations. This knowledge can prevent legal complications and ensure compliance

with military regulations, contributing to a more effective and disciplined force.

Ebook Name: The Soldier's Guide to AR 190-5: Crime Prevention
and Law Enforcement in the US Army

Outline:

I. Introduction: Overview of AR 190-5, its purpose, and scope within the Army. Includes historical context
and relevance to modern military operations.

II. Military Police Responsibilities: Detailed explanation of the roles and responsibilities of military police
(MPs) in crime prevention, investigation, and apprehension.

[II. Commander's Role in Law Enforcement: Examines the commander's authority and responsibility in
maintaining good order and discipline, including their involvement in investigations and disciplinary
actions.

IV. Crime Prevention Strategies: Discussion of proactive measures used to prevent crime within military
installations and deployments. This includes physical security, community policing initiatives, and soldier
education.

V. Investigation Procedures: A step-by-step guide to the investigative process under AR 190-5, covering
evidence collection, witness interviews, and report writing.

VI. Apprehension and Processing of Suspects: Detailed explanation of the lawful apprehension of suspects,
their rights, and the process of transferring them to appropriate authorities.

VII. Military Justice System and AR 190-5: Explanation of the interaction between AR 190-5 and the
Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ).

VIII Specific Offenses and Applicable Regulations: Overview of common offenses under the UCMJ and



how AR 190-5 applies to their investigation and prosecution.
IX. Conclusion: Summary of key takeaways, emphasizing the importance of understanding and adhering to

AR 190-5 for maintaining order and discipline within the Army.
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I. Introduction: Understanding AR 190-5 and its Significance

What is AR 190-5?

Army Regulation 190-5, “Crime Prevention and Law Enforcement,” is a cornerstone document governing
law enforcement and crime prevention within the US Army. It details the responsibilities of military
police (MPs), commanders, and individual soldiers in maintaining order, discipline, and safety across
military installations and deployments. This regulation isn't just for MPs; it impacts every soldier,
impacting their rights and responsibilities when dealing with legal issues within the military context.
Understanding AR 190-5 is crucial for navigating the complexities of military life and avoiding legal

pitfalls.

Historical Context and Evolution

AR 190-5 has evolved alongside the US Army, adapting to changing security threats and legal frameworks.
Its origins lie in the need for a structured approach to maintaining law and order within a disciplined
military environment. Over time, the regulation has been updated to reflect advancements in investigative
techniques, legal precedents, and societal changes. This continuous evolution ensures its continued

relevance and effectiveness.

II. Military Police Responsibilities: The Backbone of Military Law Enforcement

The Role of Military Police

Military Police are the primary law enforcement agents within the Army. AR 190-5 clearly outlines their
authority, responsibilities, and limitations. Their duties range from routine patrol and traffic control to

complex criminal investigations. They are responsible for:

Crime Prevention: Implementing proactive measures to deter criminal activity.

Criminal Investigation: Conducting thorough and impartial investigations of alleged offenses.



Apprehension of Suspects: Lawfully apprehending suspects and ensuring their safety and rights are
protected.

Evidence Collection and Preservation: Proper handling and preservation of evidence to ensure
admissibility in court.

Report Writing: Maintaining accurate and detailed records of their activities and investigations.

Specialized Units and Their Roles

Within the MP Corps, specialized units exist, each with specific expertise. These may include CID
(Criminal Investigation Division) agents, who handle more complex cases, and MPs trained in specialized

areas like forensics or counterterrorism.

III. Commander's Role in Law Enforcement: Maintaining Good Order and Discipline

Command Responsibility

Commanders bear ultimate responsibility for maintaining good order and discipline within their units. AR
190-5 emphasizes their pivotal role in preventing crime and ensuring swift and fair responses to violations.

This involves:

Providing Resources: Allocating necessary resources to support law enforcement activities.

Promoting a Culture of Compliance: Fostering an environment where soldiers understand and uphold
military regulations.

Cooperating with Investigations: Fully cooperating with MPs and CID agents during investigations.

Disciplinary Actions: Taking appropriate disciplinary actions against soldiers who violate regulations.

Command Influence on Prevention

A commander's leadership style and emphasis on discipline directly impact the crime rate within a unit. A

strong emphasis on ethical conduct and adherence to regulations can significantly deter criminal behavior.

IV. Crime Prevention Strategies: A Proactive Approach to Security

Physical Security Measures

AR 190-5 underscores the importance of robust physical security measures to deter crime. These include:



Access Control: Implementing strict access controls to limit unauthorized entry to military installations.
Surveillance Systems: Utilizing CCTV cameras and other surveillance technologies to monitor activities.

Alarm Systems: Installing and maintaining alarm systems to detect intrusions and other security breaches.

Community Policing Initiatives

AR 190-5 encourages a community policing approach, fostering positive relationships between MPs and the

military community. This promotes trust and encourages reporting of suspicious activity.

Soldier Education and Awareness

Educating soldiers about crime prevention techniques and their rights and responsibilities is crucial. This
includes training on recognizing and reporting suspicious behavior, avoiding risky situations, and

understanding the legal consequences of their actions.

V. Investigation Procedures: Ensuring Fairness and Accuracy

Evidence Collection and Preservation

Proper evidence collection is paramount for successful investigations. AR 190-5 meticulously outlines
procedures for preserving the chain of custody, documenting evidence, and ensuring its admissibility in

court.

Witness Interviews and Statements

Conducting thorough and impartial witness interviews is critical. AR 190-5 stresses the importance of

obtaining accurate and reliable statements.

Report Writing

Accurate and detailed reports are essential for tracking investigations and providing the necessary
information for legal proceedings. AR 190-5 provides guidelines for creating comprehensive and legally

sound reports.



VI. Apprehension and Processing of Suspects: Protecting Rights While Maintaining Order

Lawful Apprehension

AR 190-5 outlines the legal requirements for apprehending suspects. MPs must have probable cause and

follow established procedures to ensure the legality of the arrest.

Rights of Suspects

Suspects have certain rights, including the right to remain silent and the right to legal counsel. AR 190-5

stresses the importance of respecting these rights throughout the apprehension and processing procedures.

Transfer to Authorities

Once apprehended, suspects are processed according to established procedures and transferred to appropriate

authorities, depending on the nature of the offense.

VII. Military Justice System and AR 190-5: The Interplay of Regulations

Interaction with the UCMJ

AR 190-5 complements the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ), providing the procedural
framework for enforcing military law. The UCMJ defines the offenses, while AR 190-5 dictates the

investigative and procedural steps.

Article 134 and Other Relevant Articles

AR 190-5 guides the investigation and prosecution of offenses under Article 134 of the UCMJ, which

covers a wide range of offenses prejudicial to good order and discipline.
VIII Specific Offenses and Applicable Regulations: A Practical Guide

This section would delve into specific examples of common offenses within the military (e.g., theft, assault,

drug offenses) and explain how AR 190-5 applies to their investigation and prosecution.



IX. Conclusion: The Importance of Understanding and Adhering to AR 190-5
Understanding and adhering to AR 190-5 is vital for maintaining order and discipline within the US

Army. This regulation impacts every soldier, emphasizing the importance of understanding its provisions

to ensure the safety, security, and effectiveness of the military.

FAQs

1. What is the purpose of AR 190-5?7 To establish procedures for crime prevention and law

enforcement within the US Army.

2. Who is responsible for enforcing AR 190-5? Primarily the Military Police, but commanders also have

significant responsibilities.

3. What are the rights of a suspect during apprehension? They have the right to remain silent and the

right to legal counsel.

4. How does AR 190-5 relate to the UCMJ? AR 190-5 provides the procedural framework for enforcing
the offenses defined in the UCMJ.

5. What are some examples of crime prevention strategies outlined in AR 190-5?7 Physical security

measures, community policing, and soldier education.

6. What is the role of a commander in law enforcement? Commanders are responsible for maintaining

good order and discipline within their units and cooperating with investigations.

7. What happens to a suspect after apprehension? They are processed and transferred to appropriate

authorities.

8. What is the importance of proper evidence collection? Ensuring the admissibility of evidence in

court and maintaining the chain of custody.

9. Where can I find a copy of AR 190-5? It's available on the Army Publishing Directorate website and

other official Army resources.

Related Articles:

1. Understanding the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ): Explains the laws governing military



personnel.
2. Military Law and the Soldier's Rights: Details the legal rights and protections afforded to soldiers.

3. The Role of Military Police in Modern Warfare: Explores the evolving responsibilities of MPs in

contemporary conflicts.
4. Crime Prevention Techniques for Military Installations: Focuses on proactive security measures.
5. Investigative Techniques for Military Law Enforcement: A deep dive into investigative procedures.

6. The Commander's Guide to Maintaining Good Order and Discipline: Provides guidance for

commanders on leadership and discipline.

7. Legal Aspects of Apprehending and Processing Suspects in the Military: Detailed explanation of legal

procedures.
8. Military Justice System Procedures and Processes: Overview of the military court system.

9. Case Studies in Military Law Enforcement: Real-world examples of investigations and prosecutions.
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