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Ebook Description: AP U.S. History Exam 2017

This ebook provides a comprehensive review of the 2017 AP U.S. History exam, focusing on the key

concepts, themes, and historical periods covered. It serves as an invaluable resource for students

preparing for the exam, offering a structured approach to mastering the material and improving exam

performance. Understanding the 2017 exam is significant because it reflects the College Board's

curriculum framework at the time, offering insights into recurring themes and question styles that

continue to inform subsequent exams. This resource goes beyond simple memorization, encouraging

critical thinking and historical analysis, essential skills for success in AP U.S. History and beyond. The

relevance extends to students preparing for similar history exams, and even those seeking a deeper

understanding of key moments and movements in American history.

Ebook Name: Conquering the AP US History Exam: A 2017

Retrospective

Outline:

Introduction: Overview of the AP US History Exam and its structure; Exam Strategies and Time

Management.

Chapter 1: Periodization and Themes: A deep dive into the major periods of US History as defined by

the College Board's framework, emphasizing the recurring themes and connections between eras.

Chapter 2: Key Events and Figures: In-depth analysis of pivotal events and influential figures across all

periods, highlighting their significance and impact on the broader historical narrative.

Chapter 3: Document-Based Questions (DBQs): Strategies for analyzing primary sources, constructing

effective arguments, and writing compelling DBQ essays. Includes examples and practice exercises.



Chapter 4: Free-Response Questions (FRQs): Strategies for crafting well-structured, historically

accurate, and insightful FRQ essays. Includes examples and practice exercises.

Chapter 5: Multiple-Choice Strategies: Tips and techniques for efficiently and effectively answering

multiple-choice questions, minimizing errors, and maximizing your score. Includes practice questions.

Conclusion: Final thoughts, resources, and advice for exam day success.

Article: Conquering the AP US History Exam: A 2017

Retrospective

Introduction: Mastering the AP US History Exam – Strategies and

Time Management

The AP US History exam is a significant hurdle for many high school students. Success requires not

only a deep understanding of American history but also mastery of effective test-taking strategies. This

ebook will guide you through the key elements of the 2017 exam, providing insights into its structure,

content, and effective approaches to tackling each section. Time management is paramount. Practice

allocating your time effectively during study and practice exams to build stamina and accuracy under

pressure.

Chapter 1: Periodization and Themes in American History (2017

Framework)

The 2017 AP US History exam was structured around distinct periods, each with overarching themes:

Periodization:

Period 1 (1491-1607): This period examines the diverse societies of North America before European

contact and the initial impact of European colonization. Key themes include interaction between Native

American groups and the environment, the development of distinct regional cultures, and early



encounters between Europeans and Native Americans.

Period 2 (1607-1754): This era focuses on the establishment and growth of British colonies, including

the development of distinct regional economies and societies, the growth of slavery, and the increasing

tensions between colonists and Native Americans. Key themes include the development of colonial

identities, regional differences, and conflicts over land and resources.

Period 3 (1754-1800): This period covers the American Revolution, the creation of the new nation, and

the early republic. Key themes include the causes of the revolution, the formation of the government,

and the challenges faced by the young nation.

Period 4 (1800-1848): This period focuses on westward expansion, the growth of sectionalism, and the

rise of reform movements. Key themes include the impact of westward expansion, the growth of

slavery, and the debate over states' rights.

Period 5 (1844-1877): This period covers the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the challenges faced by

the nation after the war. Key themes include the causes and consequences of the Civil War, the

challenges of Reconstruction, and the legacy of slavery.

Period 6 (1865-1898): This period examines the Gilded Age, the rise of industrialization, and the

growth of cities. Key themes include the impact of industrialization, the rise of big business, and the

growth of social and political movements.

Period 7 (1890-1945): This period covers the Progressive Era, World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the

Great Depression, and World War II. Key themes include the Progressive movement, the impact of

World War I, the Great Depression, and the rise of the United States as a global power.

Period 8 (1945-1980): This period examines the post-World War II era, the Cold War, the Civil Rights

Movement, and the rise of the counterculture. Key themes include the Cold War, the Civil Rights

Movement, and the social and political changes of the 1960s and 1970s.



Period 9 (1980-Present): This period covers the contemporary United States, including the rise of

conservatism, globalization, and technological advancements. Key themes include globalization,

technological advancements, and changing social and political landscapes.

Recurring Themes:

Throughout these periods, several recurring themes connect the events and provide a framework for

understanding the development of the United States. These include:

American Identity: How has the understanding of American identity evolved over time?

Work, Exchange, and Technology: How have economic systems and technological advancements

shaped American society?

Peopling: The impact of migration patterns on American society.

Politics and Power: The evolution of the political system and the distribution of power.

Culture and Society: The development of American culture and social structures.

America in the World: The role of the United States in global affairs.

Chapter 2: Key Events and Figures: A Deeper Dive

This chapter will delve into specific events and figures that exemplify the themes and periods outlined

above. For example, the American Revolution will be examined in detail, including the roles of key

figures like George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. The Civil War and

Reconstruction will be explored, focusing on figures such as Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass,

and Ulysses S. Grant. The impact of industrialization will be analyzed through the examination of

figures such as Andrew Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller. Each significant event will be placed within

its historical context, highlighting its causes, consequences, and long-term impact on the nation.

Chapter 3, 4, & 5: DBQs, FRQs, and Multiple-Choice Strategies:

Mastering the Exam Format



These chapters provide crucial strategies for tackling each section of the AP US History exam. This

includes breaking down the components of effective DBQ essays (document analysis, thesis

statement, argument construction, evidence integration), FRQ essay writing (thesis, argumentation,

historical context, analysis), and efficient multiple-choice question approaches. Practice questions and

example essays will be provided to solidify understanding and develop skills.

Conclusion: Preparing for Success on Exam Day

This section summarizes key strategies and offers final advice for success on exam day. It

emphasizes the importance of staying calm, managing time effectively, and reviewing key concepts in

the days leading up to the exam. Additional resources and websites will be listed for further review and

practice.

FAQs

What specific years are covered in the 2017 AP US History Exam? The exam covered US1.

History from approximately 1491 to the present, categorized into specific periods as outlined in

the College Board framework of that time.

How is the AP US History Exam scored? The exam is scored out of 5, with 5 being the highest1.

score. The score is a composite of the multiple-choice section and the free-response section.

What resources are recommended beyond this ebook? Supplement this ebook with additional1.

textbooks, primary source documents, and online resources like Khan Academy and College

Board’s official website.



How much time should I dedicate to studying? The amount of time varies based on individual1.

needs and prior knowledge. A dedicated study plan covering all topics is crucial.

What is the best way to approach DBQs? A systematic approach including thesis development,1.

document analysis, and evidence integration is key. Practice is essential.

How can I improve my essay-writing skills for FRQs? Practice writing essays regularly, focusing1.

on strong thesis statements, clear arguments, and relevant historical evidence.

What strategies are most effective for multiple-choice questions? Process of elimination,1.

understanding historical context, and efficient time management are crucial.

Are there any past AP US History exams available for practice? Yes, the College Board's1.

website and other educational resources offer past exams and practice questions.

What should I do on the day of the exam? Get a good night's sleep, eat a nutritious breakfast,1.

arrive on time, and stay calm and focused.



Related Articles:

AP US History Exam: Period 1 Review (1491-1607): Focuses on pre-Columbian societies and1.

early colonial encounters.

Understanding the AP US History DBQ Rubric: Provides a detailed analysis of the scoring2.

criteria for DBQs.

Mastering the AP US History FRQ Essay: Offers techniques for writing effective and high-scoring3.

FRQ essays.

Key Events of the American Revolution for AP US History: A concise overview of the pivotal4.

events of the American Revolution.

The Civil War and Reconstruction: A Comprehensive Overview: A thorough analysis of this5.

significant period in American history.

Industrialization and the Gilded Age: AP US History Review: Focuses on the rise of industry and6.

its social consequences.

The Progressive Era and its Impact: AP US History: Examines the reforms and social7.

movements of the Progressive Era.

The Cold War and its Influence on American Society: Explores the Cold War and its impact on8.

the domestic and foreign policy of the United States.

Contemporary American History: Trends and Challenges: Provides an overview of recent9.

American history, including globalization and technological advancements.



Ebook Description: AP US History Exam 2017

This ebook provides a comprehensive review of the 2017 AP US History exam, covering key concepts,

historical periods, and themes. It's designed to help students prepare for the exam and achieve a high

score. The significance of this review lies in its focus on the specific content and format of the 2017

exam, offering valuable insights into the College Board's expectations and testing strategies.

Relevance stems from the enduring value of understanding the major historical trends and

interpretations covered in the exam, which remain crucial for a solid grasp of US history. Even though

the exam has evolved, the core historical content remains relevant to understanding current events

and societal issues. This ebook serves as a valuable resource for students preparing for future AP US

History exams, as it illustrates the depth of knowledge and analytical skills required for success.

Ebook Title: Conquering the 2017 AP US History Exam

Outline:

Introduction: Overview of the AP US History Exam (2017), its structure, and scoring. Importance of

effective study strategies.

Chapter 1: Period 1 (1491-1607): Exploration, colonization, and early interactions between Europeans

and Native Americans. Key figures, events, and themes.

Chapter 2: Period 2 (1607-1754): Development of the thirteen colonies, their diverse societies, and

growing tensions with Great Britain.

Chapter 3: Period 3 (1754-1800): The American Revolution, the creation of a new nation, and the

challenges of establishing a republican government.

Chapter 4: Period 4 (1800-1848): Westward expansion, the rise of sectionalism, and the causes of the

Civil War.

Chapter 5: Period 5 (1844-1877): The Civil War, Reconstruction, and the challenges of rebuilding the

nation.

Chapter 6: Period 6 (1865-1898): Industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and the rise of big

business.



Chapter 7: Period 7 (1890-1945): Progressive Era, World War I, the Roaring Twenties, the Great

Depression, and World War II.

Chapter 8: Period 8 (1945-1980): The Cold War, the Civil Rights Movement, and the changing social

landscape.

Chapter 9: Exam Strategies & Practice: Tips for tackling multiple-choice questions, short-answer

questions, document-based questions (DBQs), and long-essay questions (LEQs). Practice questions

and sample essays.

Conclusion: Review of key concepts and encouragement for success.

Article: Conquering the 2017 AP US History Exam

Introduction: Navigating the 2017 AP US History Exam

The 2017 AP US History exam, while past, offers invaluable insights into the structure and content

expectations of the AP US History curriculum. Understanding its nuances can significantly benefit

students preparing for future exams. This article will delve into each period covered in the exam,

highlighting key themes and events crucial for comprehensive understanding. Effective study strategies

will also be discussed, empowering you to conquer the complexities of this challenging yet rewarding

exam.

Chapter 1: Period 1 (1491-1607): A Foundation of Cultures and Conflict

This period lays the groundwork for the nation's development, exploring the diverse societies of Native

Americans prior to European contact. Key themes include the distinct characteristics of various Native

American cultures, their interactions with each other, and the impact of early European exploration and

colonization on these existing societies. Understanding the Columbian Exchange and its

consequences—biological, social, and economic—is critical. Significant figures like Columbus, Cortés,

and various Native American leaders (e.g., Powhatan) should be studied in context, considering their

impact on the shaping of the early colonial landscape.

Chapter 2: Period 2 (1607-1754): Colonial Diversification and Growing Tensions



The establishment of thirteen distinct colonies, each with unique economies and social structures, is

central to this period. The Chesapeake and New England colonies developed contrasting social and

economic systems, impacting their respective relationships with Native Americans and shaping their

political institutions. The transatlantic slave trade's profound impact on colonial society and the

development of racial hierarchies must be examined. Moreover, understand the growing tensions

between Great Britain and its colonies as a result of mercantilism and evolving political ideologies.

Chapter 3: Period 3 (1754-1800): Revolution and Nation-Building

This period centers on the American Revolution, its causes, and the complexities of building a new

nation. The French and Indian War's role in escalating tensions between Britain and the colonies is

paramount. Analyzing the philosophical underpinnings of the Revolution (Enlightenment ideals) and the

key figures involved (e.g., Washington, Adams, Jefferson) is essential. The Articles of Confederation's

weaknesses and the eventual adoption of the Constitution, along with the debates surrounding

federalism and the Bill of Rights, must be thoroughly understood.

Chapter 4: Period 4 (1800-1848): Expansion and Sectionalism

Westward expansion and its impact on Native Americans, as well as the rise of sectionalism and its

role in fueling the conflict leading to the Civil War, dominate this period. The Louisiana Purchase, the

War of 1812, and the Missouri Compromise are crucial events to understand. Analyze the different

economic systems and social structures of the North and South, noting the growing divide over issues

like slavery, states' rights, and tariffs. The Second Great Awakening and its influence on social reform

movements are also significant.

Chapter 5: Period 5 (1844-1877): Civil War and Reconstruction

The Civil War itself, its causes, major battles, and consequences, is the central theme. Analyzing the

strategies and leadership of both the Union and Confederacy is vital. The Reconstruction era, its

successes and failures, and the challenges faced in rebuilding the nation after the war must be

addressed. Understanding the impact of Reconstruction on the social, political, and economic



landscape of the South is critical.

Chapter 6: Period 6 (1865-1898): Industrialization and Gilded Age

This period focuses on rapid industrialization, urbanization, and the rise of big business. Understanding

the impact of industrialization on the American workforce, the environment, and the economy is crucial.

The rise of monopolies, labor movements, and immigration are key themes. The Gilded Age, with its

disparities in wealth and power, should be analyzed in detail. Significant figures like Carnegie,

Rockefeller, and other industrial titans should be studied within their context.

Chapter 7: Period 7 (1890-1945): Progressive Era to World War II

The Progressive Era, with its focus on social reform, is a significant element. World War I, its causes

and consequences, and America's role in the war are essential to grasp. The Roaring Twenties, the

Great Depression, and the New Deal program are crucial themes. Finally, understanding the causes

and course of World War II, as well as America's crucial role, is paramount.

Chapter 8: Period 8 (1945-1980): Cold War and Social Change

The Cold War, its global impact, and America's role are central to this period. The Civil Rights

Movement, its leaders, and strategies must be thoroughly examined. Understand the changing social

landscape, including the women's rights movement, the counterculture, and the rise of conservatism.

The Vietnam War and its impact on American society should also be analyzed.

Chapter 9: Exam Strategies & Practice Questions

Mastering the AP US History exam requires a multi-faceted approach. This section provides practical

strategies for tackling the multiple-choice section, short-answer questions, DBQs, and LEQs. Practice

questions and sample essays are crucial for developing effective exam-taking skills. Understanding the

rubric for each question type will help you maximize your score.



Conclusion: Achieving Success on the AP US History Exam

By thoroughly understanding the historical periods, key events, and significant figures discussed in this

article, and by employing effective study and exam-taking strategies, you significantly increase your

chances of achieving success on the AP US History exam. Remember that consistent effort, active

learning, and practice are key to mastering this challenging subject.

FAQs:

What is the weighting of each section of the AP US History Exam? The weighting varies slightly1.

year to year, but generally, the multiple-choice section constitutes a significant portion, followed

by the short answer, DBQ, and LEQ sections.

How many periods are covered in the AP US History Exam? Eight periods, spanning from 14912.

to 1980.

What are some effective study strategies for the AP US History exam? Active reading, note-3.

taking, creating timelines, using practice questions, and forming study groups are highly

effective.

How can I improve my essay-writing skills for the DBQ and LEQ sections? Practice analyzing4.

historical documents and constructing well-supported arguments, using specific evidence.

What are some common mistakes to avoid on the AP US History exam? Running out of time,5.

failing to cite evidence properly, and neglecting to address the prompt directly.

What resources are available to help me study for the AP US History exam? Textbooks, review6.

books, online resources, and study groups all offer valuable support.



What score do I need to get college credit? College credit requirements vary depending on the7.

institution.

How is the AP US History exam graded? The exam is graded on a 1-5 scale, with 5 being the8.

highest score.

What is the best way to prepare for the DBQ (Document Based Question)? Practice analyzing9.

and interpreting primary source documents, identifying their biases, and using them to support a

coherent argument.

Related Articles:

AP US History Period 1 Review: A Deep Dive into 1491-1607: Detailed examination of the major1.

themes and events of the first period.

Mastering the AP US History DBQ: A Step-by-Step Guide: Comprehensive guide to writing a2.

high-scoring DBQ.

Cracking the AP US History Multiple Choice Questions: Strategies for tackling the multiple-3.

choice section effectively.

AP US History Period 8 Review: The Cold War and Beyond: Focus on the final period of the4.

exam, encompassing the Cold War and significant social changes.

Essential Figures in AP US History: A Comprehensive List: Key individuals and their5.

contributions to American history.

Understanding the AP US History Scoring Rubric: In-depth explanation of how the exam is6.



graded.

AP US History Essay Writing: Tips and Techniques: Advanced essay writing strategies tailored7.

to the AP exam.

Common Mistakes to Avoid on the AP US History Exam: Highlights of common errors students8.

make and how to rectify them.

Effective Study Strategies for the AP US History Exam: Best practices for preparing and9.

maximizing your study time.

Additional Resources

Associated Press News: Breaking News, Latest Headlines and Videos | AP …

Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all

formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news …

U.S. News: Top U.S. News Today | AP News

Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all

formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news …

The Associated Press | Video, Photo, Text, Audio & Data News …

2 days ago · WASHINGTON (AP) — A lawyer for The Associated Press asked a federal judge

Thursday to reinstate the agency’s access to the White House press pool and other official …

Advanced Placement® (AP) – College Board

AP gives students the chance to tackle college-level work while still in high school and earn college

credit and placement.



AP Courses and Exams – AP Students | College Board

AP African American Studies AP Comparative Government and Politics AP European History AP

Human Geography AP Macroeconomics AP Microeconomics AP Psychology

College Board - SAT, AP, College Search and Admission Tools

College Board is a non-profit organization that clears a path for all students to own their future through

the AP Program, SAT Suite, BigFuture, and more.

2025 AP Exams: Scoring, Standards, and Security in a New Digital Era

1 day ago · Scores on 6.25 million AP® Exams are set to be released to colleges, students, and high

schools worldwide in the coming days, wrapping up a pivotal season for the AP Program. …

Top News: US & International Top News Stories Today | AP News

View US and international top news from The Associated Press. Stay up to date on all of today's top

news stories with AP Top News.

Editorial Photos and Videos | AP Newsroom

Find timely, powerful, informative editorial photos and videos to tell richer stories for breaking news

and iconic moments.

AP Central - Supporting Students from Day One to Exam Day

AP coordinators and teachers can find course and exam information and explore professional learning

opportunities.

Associated Press News: Breaking News, Latest Headlines and Videos | AP …

Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all

formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news …

U.S. News: Top U.S. News Today | AP News

Founded in 1846, AP today remains the most trusted source of fast, accurate, unbiased news in all

formats and the essential provider of the technology and services vital to the news …



The Associated Press | Video, Photo, Text, Audio & Data News …

2 days ago · WASHINGTON (AP) — A lawyer for The Associated Press asked a federal judge

Thursday to reinstate the agency’s access to the White House press pool and other official …

Advanced Placement® (AP) – College Board

AP gives students the chance to tackle college-level work while still in high school and earn college

credit and placement.

AP Courses and Exams – AP Students | College Board

AP African American Studies AP Comparative Government and Politics AP European History AP

Human Geography AP Macroeconomics AP Microeconomics AP Psychology

College Board - SAT, AP, College Search and Admission Tools

College Board is a non-profit organization that clears a path for all students to own their future through

the AP Program, SAT Suite, BigFuture, and more.

2025 AP Exams: Scoring, Standards, and Security in a New Digital Era

1 day ago · Scores on 6.25 million AP® Exams are set to be released to colleges, students, and high

schools worldwide in the coming days, wrapping up a pivotal season for the AP Program. …

Top News: US & International Top News Stories Today | AP News

View US and international top news from The Associated Press. Stay up to date on all of today's top

news stories with AP Top News.

Editorial Photos and Videos | AP Newsroom

Find timely, powerful, informative editorial photos and videos to tell richer stories for breaking news

and iconic moments.

AP Central - Supporting Students from Day One to Exam Day

AP coordinators and teachers can find course and exam information and explore professional learning

opportunities.
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