
anthony everitt cicero the life and
times audiobook

Anthony Everitt's Cicero: The Life and Times
Audiobook Description

This audiobook offers a compelling and insightful exploration of Marcus
Tullius Cicero, one of Rome's most influential and fascinating figures.
Anthony Everitt, a renowned historian, masterfully weaves together Cicero's
personal life, political career, and the tumultuous backdrop of late
Republican Rome. Listeners will journey through Cicero's rise from a
provincial lawyer to consul, witnessing his pivotal role in shaping Roman
politics and confronting the looming threat of Caesar's ambition. Everitt's
vivid narrative brings to life the drama, intrigue, and intellectual ferment
of a pivotal era in history, making this audiobook an essential listen for
anyone interested in Roman history, classical literature, or the timeless
struggle between power and principle. The audiobook provides a nuanced
portrait of a complex man, whose legacy continues to resonate today.

Audiobook Title: Cicero: A Life of Power, Politics, and Principle

Audiobook Content Outline:

Introduction: Setting the stage: Rome in the late Republic; Introducing
Cicero and the context of his life.
Chapter 1: Early Life and Rise to Prominence: Cicero's upbringing, education,
and early legal career; his ascent through the cursus honorum.
Chapter 2: The Catiline Conspiracy: Cicero's role in thwarting Catiline's
plot; the legal and political ramifications; analysis of his actions and
their consequences.
Chapter 3: The Rise of Caesar and the Civil Wars: Cicero's complex
relationship with Caesar; his navigating the shifting political landscape;
his involvement (or lack thereof) in the civil wars.
Chapter 4: Cicero's Philosophical Writings: An exploration of Cicero's
significant contributions to philosophy; the influence of Greek thought on
his works and his own unique perspectives.
Chapter 5: Cicero's Oratory and Political Thought: Analysis of Cicero's
rhetorical skills; his political theories and their relevance; examining his
speeches and letters as primary sources.
Chapter 6: Cicero's Downfall and Assassination: The events leading to
Cicero's execution; the political climate; the lasting impact of his death.
Chapter 7: Cicero's Legacy: Cicero's enduring influence on law, politics, and
literature; his lasting impact on Western civilization; modern
interpretations and reassessments of his life and work.
Conclusion: A summary of Cicero's life and its enduring relevance;



reflections on his complexities and contradictions; his place in history.

Article: Anthony Everitt's Cicero: A Life of
Power, Politics, and Principle - A Deep Dive

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Cicero

<h2 id="introduction">Understanding the Late Roman
Republic</h2>

Anthony Everitt's biography of Cicero masterfully places the man within the
turbulent context of the late Roman Republic (roughly 133-27 BC). This
period, characterized by immense social, economic, and political upheaval,
was a breeding ground for ambition, violence, and ultimately, the demise of
the Republic itself. The widening gap between the wealthy patricians and the
impoverished plebeians fueled social unrest. Military expansion had created
powerful generals who commanded legions loyal to them, not to Rome itself.
The Senate, once the bastion of Roman power, was increasingly ineffective in
the face of these challenges. This backdrop is crucial to understanding
Cicero's life, as he navigated these treacherous waters, attempting to uphold
traditional Roman values in a rapidly changing world. His career was a
constant struggle against powerful forces, a testament to both his ambition
and his commitment to republican ideals. The rise of ambitious individuals
like Marius, Sulla, Pompey, and ultimately Caesar, shaped the landscape in
which Cicero operated and ultimately led to his tragic end.

Chapter 1: Early Life and Rise to Prominence

<h2 id="earlylife">From Provincial Lawyer to
Consul</h2>

Cicero's early life was far from privileged, but his ambition and intellect
propelled him to the heights of Roman society. Born in Arpinum, a relatively
modest town, he received a rigorous education, mastering rhetoric and
philosophy. His legal career began with provincial cases, but he quickly rose
through the ranks, demonstrating exceptional oratorical skills and a keen
understanding of Roman law. The cursus honorum, the traditional path to
political office, was a demanding process, requiring years of service in
lesser offices before reaching the consulship, Rome's highest political
office. Everitt skillfully details Cicero's climb, highlighting his strategic
alliances, his mastery of public speaking, and his increasing political
influence. This section showcases not only Cicero's talents but also the
complexities of Roman politics, the competition for power, and the importance
of patronage and networking.



Chapter 2: The Catiline Conspiracy

<h2 id="catiline">Confronting Treason: Cicero's
Defining Moment</h2>

The Catiline Conspiracy, a plot to overthrow the Roman Republic, stands as a
defining moment in Cicero's career. As consul in 63 BC, he uncovered the
conspiracy, led by Lucius Sergius Catilina, a disgruntled aristocrat.
Cicero's decisive action in exposing and suppressing the plot cemented his
reputation as a defender of the Republic, though his methods remain a subject
of debate among historians. Everitt's account meticulously examines the
evidence, the political maneuvering, and the legal complexities involved. The
chapter explores the moral and political dilemmas facing Cicero, the risks he
took, and the long-term consequences of his actions. Was his response to the
conspiracy justified? Did his actions inadvertently contribute to the later
instability of the Republic? These questions remain at the heart of any
assessment of Cicero's legacy.

Chapter 3: The Rise of Caesar and the Civil Wars

<h2 id="caesar">Navigating the Shifting Sands of
Power</h2>

The rise of Julius Caesar represents a major turning point in Roman history
and a crucial challenge for Cicero. Their relationship was complex, marked by
moments of cooperation and bitter rivalry. Cicero initially sought to work
with Caesar, recognizing his power and influence, but ultimately found
himself opposed to Caesar's growing ambition. Everitt expertly charts the
shifting alliances and the escalating tensions that led to the outbreak of
civil war. Cicero found himself caught in the crossfire, torn between his
commitment to the Republic and his desire for self-preservation. His efforts
to navigate this turbulent period underscore the challenges faced by a
politician attempting to uphold republican principles in the face of
overwhelming power. His decisions, and indecisions, are explored in detail,
providing a nuanced understanding of the moral and political pressures he
faced.

Chapter 4: Cicero's Philosophical Writings

<h2 id="philosophy">A Legacy of Thought: Cicero's
Philosophical Contributions</h2>

Beyond his political career, Cicero made significant contributions to
philosophy. His writings, drawing heavily on Greek philosophical traditions,
explored themes of ethics, politics, and rhetoric. He wasn't a systematic



philosopher in the mold of Plato or Aristotle, but he skillfully synthesized
and adapted Greek thought for a Roman audience. Everitt examines Cicero's
philosophical works, demonstrating their influence on subsequent generations.
The chapter highlights Cicero's exploration of Stoicism, his engagement with
skepticism, and his reflections on the ideal state. His work served as a
bridge between the ancient Greek world and the developing intellectual
traditions of the West. The influence of his writings on Western thought,
particularly in the realms of law, politics, and rhetoric, is undeniable.

Chapter 5: Cicero's Oratory and Political Thought

<h2 id="oratory">The Master of Rhetoric and the
Ideal State</h2>

Cicero's mastery of rhetoric, the art of persuasive speaking, was
instrumental to his success. His speeches, meticulously preserved, offer
invaluable insights into Roman politics, society, and culture. Everitt
analyzes Cicero's rhetorical techniques, showcasing his ability to sway
audiences, to inspire loyalty, and to articulate complex political ideas. The
chapter explores his political thought, examining his vision of the ideal
state, his advocacy for republicanism, and his critique of tyranny. His
speeches are not mere political pronouncements; they are masterpieces of
rhetoric, embodying the cultural and intellectual values of Roman society.
Everitt effectively demonstrates the power of words in shaping public opinion
and influencing political events.

Chapter 6: Cicero's Downfall and Assassination

<h2 id="downfall">A Tragic End: The Assassination of
Cicero</h2>

The final years of Cicero's life were marked by tragedy and political
maneuvering. His opposition to Mark Antony, Caesar's successor, led to his
downfall. Everitt meticulously reconstructs the events that led to Cicero's
assassination in 43 BC. The chapter explores the political climate of the
time, the shifting alliances, and the betrayal by those he once considered
friends. Cicero's death became a symbol of the end of the Roman Republic and
a testament to the dangers of opposing powerful forces. The circumstances
surrounding his execution, and the brutal manner in which it was carried out,
underscores the brutality and instability of the period.

Chapter 7: Cicero's Legacy



<h2 id="legacy">Enduring Influence: Cicero's Lasting
Impact</h2>

Despite his tragic end, Cicero's legacy remains profound. His writings
influenced generations of thinkers, shaping Western legal and political
traditions. His contributions to rhetoric continue to be studied and
emulated. Everitt concludes by examining Cicero's enduring influence,
highlighting his impact on law, philosophy, and literature. Cicero's complex
character, his triumphs and failures, make him a compelling figure for
historical study. The chapter reflects on the enduring relevance of his life
and thought in the modern world. His commitment to republican values, his
struggles against tyranny, and his contribution to the development of Western
political thought, continue to resonate today.

Conclusion:

<h2 id="conclusion">Cicero: A Complex Legacy</h2>

Anthony Everitt's Cicero: A Life of Power, Politics, and Principle offers a
compelling and multifaceted portrait of a man who played a pivotal role in
one of history's most fascinating eras. The book is not simply a biography;
it is a window into the late Roman Republic, offering insights into the
political machinations, the social tensions, and the intellectual currents
that shaped this crucial period. The audiobook’s compelling narrative ensures
that Cicero’s story remains relevant and engaging for modern listeners.

FAQs

What makes Anthony Everitt's biography of Cicero unique? Everitt's1.
biography offers a nuanced and engaging account, balancing political
history with personal details, offering a compelling narrative
accessible to both specialists and general readers.

What is the significance of Cicero's role in the Catiline Conspiracy?1.
His actions solidified his reputation as a defender of the Republic but
also raised questions about the limits of power and the potential
consequences of such decisive measures.

How did Cicero's philosophical writings influence Western thought? His1.
works synthesized Greek philosophy for a Roman audience, impacting legal



theory, political thought, and rhetoric for centuries.

What was Cicero's relationship with Julius Caesar? Their relationship1.
was complex and evolved over time, from initial cooperation to bitter
opposition as Caesar's ambition grew.

What were the main factors leading to Cicero's downfall? His opposition1.
to Mark Antony after Caesar's assassination, coupled with shifting
political alliances, led to his tragic end.

What is the enduring legacy of Cicero's oratory? His mastery of rhetoric1.
continues to be studied and emulated, influencing the art of persuasive
speaking to this day.

How does Everitt portray Cicero as a complex character? Everitt avoids1.
hagiography, presenting Cicero's strengths and weaknesses, highlighting
his ambition, his contradictions, and the moral dilemmas he faced.

Is this audiobook suitable for listeners without prior knowledge of1.
Roman history? Yes, Everitt's writing is accessible to a broad audience,
providing sufficient background information to understand the context of
Cicero's life.

What are some of the key themes explored in the audiobook? Themes of1.
power, politics, morality, the struggle between individual ambition and
the common good, and the fragility of republican government are all
central to the narrative.

Related Articles:

The Roman Republic: A Period of Instability and Reform: Explores the1.



political and social dynamics of the late Roman Republic, setting the
stage for Cicero's life.

Julius Caesar: Rise to Power and the End of the Republic: Examines2.
Caesar's life and his role in the collapse of the Roman Republic,
providing context for Cicero's experiences.

Marcus Tullius Cicero's Oratory: Techniques and Impact: Analyzes3.
Cicero's rhetorical style and the influence of his speeches on Roman
politics and culture.

Stoicism and its Influence on Cicero's Philosophy: Explores the4.
philosophical underpinnings of Cicero's writings and their connection to
Stoic thought.

The Catiline Conspiracy: A Detailed Account of the Plot and its5.
Aftermath: A deeper dive into the Catiline Conspiracy, providing
additional context for Cicero's role.

Cicero's Letters: Insights into Roman Society and Politics: Examines6.
Cicero's personal correspondence as a source for understanding the
period.

The Assassination of Julius Caesar: The Aftermath and its Impact on7.
Cicero: Explores the events surrounding Caesar's assassination and the
political ramifications for Cicero.

Cicero's Legal Theories and their Influence on Western Law: Analyzes the8.
contributions of Cicero to Roman law and its legacy in modern legal
systems.

Comparing Cicero and Caesar: A Study in Contrasting Political9.
Philosophies: A comparative analysis of the ideologies and political
approaches of Cicero and Caesar.

Additional Resources
About Us | Seafood Dining | Anthony's Restaurants
Led by Tim Ferleman, an avid fisherman and former Anthony’s chef, the seafood
arm of Anthony’s is committed to sourcing the best seafood throughout the
Pacific Northwest, Alaska, and …

Anthony’s Pier 66
Anthony’s Pier 66 is the premier Northwest seafood restaurant with panoramic
views of the downtown Seattle skyline, Mt. Rainier, and Elliott Bay’s boating
activity.



Anthony’s Lower Deck
Anthony’s Lower Deck is a casual neighborhood restaurant serving dinner
daily. The menu features fresh Northwest seafood in lively and fun
preparations. The Lower Deck is perfect for …

Chinook’s at Salmon Bay | Lake Union | Anthony's Restaurants
Chinook’s at Salmon Bay is a casual, high-energy seafood restaurant located
in Seattle’s Fishermen’s Terminal on Lake Union.

Chasing the First Catch | Anthony's Restaurants
At Anthony’s Seafood Company, we’ve been part of this tradition for over 40
years. Each season, we’re among the first to bring the prized Copper River
Salmon from the Alaskan wilds straight …

Anthony’s at Boise | Anthony's Restaurants
Whether you’re a local professional from nearby offices or visiting the
vibrant Boise dining scene, Anthony’s is your destination for premium seafood
and exceptional Northwest flavors and …

Anthony’s at Coeur d’Alene - Anthony's Restaurants
Anthony’s at Coeur d’Alene is unique to the Riverstone community – reflecting
the style and personality of the neighborhood. With unmatched views, every
detail of the dining experience …

Contact Us | Get In Touch | Anthony's Restaurants
Please fill out the contact form to submit any inquiries or comments. We
value your feedback and would love to know about your dining experience!

Anthony’s Beach Cafe
Anthony’s Beach Café is a casual neighborhood restaurant serving lunch and
dinner daily. The menu features fresh Northwest seafood in lively and fun
preparations.

Anthony’s Bell Street Diner
Anthony’s Bell Street Diner is located on the downtown Seattle waterfront in
the same building as Anthony’s Pier 66 and Anthony’s Fish Bar. The Bell
Street Diner is a casual seafood …

About Us | Seafood Dining | Anthony's Restaurants
Led by Tim Ferleman, an avid fisherman and former Anthony’s chef, the seafood
arm of Anthony’s is committed to sourcing the best seafood throughout the
Pacific Northwest, Alaska, and Hawaii, …

Anthony’s Pier 66
Anthony’s Pier 66 is the premier Northwest seafood restaurant with panoramic
views of the downtown Seattle skyline, Mt. Rainier, and Elliott Bay’s boating
activity.

Anthony’s Lower Deck
Anthony’s Lower Deck is a casual neighborhood restaurant serving dinner
daily. The menu features fresh Northwest seafood in lively and fun



preparations. The Lower Deck is perfect for the whole …

Chinook’s at Salmon Bay | Lake Union | Anthony's Restaurants
Chinook’s at Salmon Bay is a casual, high-energy seafood restaurant located
in Seattle’s Fishermen’s Terminal on Lake Union.

Chasing the First Catch | Anthony's Restaurants
At Anthony’s Seafood Company, we’ve been part of this tradition for over 40
years. Each season, we’re among the first to bring the prized Copper River
Salmon from the Alaskan wilds straight to …

Anthony’s at Boise | Anthony's Restaurants
Whether you’re a local professional from nearby offices or visiting the
vibrant Boise dining scene, Anthony’s is your destination for premium seafood
and exceptional Northwest flavors and …

Anthony’s at Coeur d’Alene - Anthony's Restaurants
Anthony’s at Coeur d’Alene is unique to the Riverstone community – reflecting
the style and personality of the neighborhood. With unmatched views, every
detail of the dining experience …

Contact Us | Get In Touch | Anthony's Restaurants
Please fill out the contact form to submit any inquiries or comments. We
value your feedback and would love to know about your dining experience!

Anthony’s Beach Cafe
Anthony’s Beach Café is a casual neighborhood restaurant serving lunch and
dinner daily. The menu features fresh Northwest seafood in lively and fun
preparations.

Anthony’s Bell Street Diner
Anthony’s Bell Street Diner is located on the downtown Seattle waterfront in
the same building as Anthony’s Pier 66 and Anthony’s Fish Bar. The Bell
Street Diner is a casual seafood restaurant, …
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