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Book TITLE: AMERICAN SALUTE: MorTON GouLb — A LIFe IN Music

TARGET AUDIENCE: CLASSICAL MUSIC ENTHUSIASTS, AMERICAN HISTORY BUFFS, BIOGRAPHY READERS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED
IN THE INTERSECTION OF ART, CULTURE, AND POLITICS.

COMPELLING STORYLINE/ STRUCTURE:

THE BOOK WILL BE A CHRONOLOGICAL BIOGRAPHY OF MORTON GOULD, WEAVING TOGETHER HIS PERSONAL LIFE WITH THE
HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF HIS PROLIFIC CAREER. |T WILL EXPLORE HIS COMPLEX PERSONALITY, HIS GROUNDBREAKING
COMPOSITIONS (INCLUDING THE ICONIC AMERICAN SALUTE), HIS STRUGGLES WITH THE MUSIC INDUSTRY, AND HIS ENDURING
INFLUENCE ON AMERICAN MUSIC. THE NARRATIVE WILL MOVE FLUIDLY BETWEEN INTIMATE DETAILS OF HIS LIFE, INSIGHTFUL
ANALYSES OF HIS MUSIC, AND VIVID PORTRAYALS OF THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE HE NAVIGATED. [T WILL UTILIZE A
BLEND OF BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FROM ARCHIV AL RESEARCH, INTERVIEWS (\X/HERE POSSIBLE), AND MUSICAL ANALYSIS TO
PRESENT A MULTIFACETED PORTRAIT OF THIS FASCINATING COMPOSER.

Esook DESCRIPTION:

DID YOU KNOW THAT ONE OF THE MOST RECOGNIZABLE PIECES OF AMERICAN ORCHESTRAL MUSIC WAS WRITTEN BY A COMPOSER
WHO DEFIED CATEGORIZATION? MORTON GOULD, A MUSICAL MAVERICK, STRUGGLED AGAINST GENRE LIMITATIONS, NAVIGATING
A CAREER SPANNING DECADES OF PROFOUND SOCIAL AND ARTISTIC UPHEAVAL. IF YOU’RE FASCINATED BY AMERICAN MUSIC, BUT
FEEL LOST IN THE COMPLEXITIES OF ITS HISTORY AND THE OFTEN-OBSCURE LIVES OF ITS COMPOSERS, YOU’RE NOT ALONE. MANY
FIND UNDERSTANDING THE FULL SCOPE OF GOULD’S INFLUENCE AND THE CONTEXT OF HIS WORK CHALLENGING.

AMERICAN SALUTE: THE LIFE AND LEGACY oF MORTON GOULD UNLOCKS THE MYSTERIES OF MORTON GOULD'S LIFE AND
CAREER. THIS INSIGHTFUL BIOGRAPHY ILLUMINATES HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMERICAN MUSIC AND HIS UNIQUE PLACE WITHIN THE
20TH-CENTURY ARTISTIC LANDSCAPE.
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Deep Dive

INTRODUCTION: SETTING THE STAGE FOR A MUSICAL MAVERICK

MorToN GouLd (19 13-1996) REMAINS A SOMEWHAT ENIGMATIC FIGURE IN AMERICAN CLASSICAL MUSIC. UNLIKE SOME OF
HIS CONTEMPORARIES, HIS LIFE STORY ISN’T ONE OF UNWAVERING ADHERENCE TO A SINGLE STYLISTIC PATH. INSTEAD, GOULD’S
CAREER WAS A KALEIDOSCOPIC JOURNEY THROUGH DIVERSE GENRES, DEMONSTRATING A REMARKABLE ADAPTABILITY AND
WILLINGNESS TO EXPERIMENT. HE WAS EQUALLY AT HOME COMPOSING LUSH FILM SCORES, VIBRANT BROADWAY MUSICALS, AND
SOPHISTICATED CONCERT WORKS, ALL WHILE NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF 20TH-CENTURY
AMERICA. UNDERSTANDING GOULD NECESSITATES UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES IN WHICH HE CREATED. THE GREAT DEPRESSION,

W orLD WAR II, THE CoLD W/ AR—ALL SHAPED HIS MUSICAL VOICE AND THE RECEPTION OF HIS WORK. THIS BIOGRAPHY AIMS
TO SHED LIGHT ON THIS MULTIFACETED ARTIST, REVEALING THE MAN BEHIND THE MUSIC AND THE CONTEXT WITHIN WHICH IT WAS
BORN.

CHAPTER 1: EARLY LIFE AND MusICAL BEGINNINGS = SHAPING THE COMPOSER

MORTON GOULD'S EARLY LIFE, MARKED BY A SUPPORTIVE FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND EARLY IMMERSION IN MUSIC, LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR HIS EXTRAORDINARY CAREER. BORN IN NEW YORK CITY TO JEWISH IMMIGRANT PARENTS, HE DISPLAYED AN
EXCEPTIONAL TALENT FOR MUSIC FROM A VERY YOUNG AGE. HIS FATHER, A BUSINESSMAN, RECOGNIZED AND NURTURED HIS SON'S
GIFT, PROVIDING HIM WITH ACCESS TO MUSICAL INSTRUCTION AND OPPORTUNITIES. THIS EARLY EXPOSURE TO A DIVERSE
MUSICAL LANDSCAPE, FROM CLASSICAL TO POPULAR MUSIC, PROFOUNDLY SHAPED HIS FUTURE COMPOSITIONAL STYLE. HE
WASN'T CONFINED TO THE RIGID STRUCTURES OF TRADITIONAL CONSERVATORY TRAINING BUT INSTEAD DEVELOPED A UNIQUE
APPROACH, BLENDING DISPARATE ELEMENTS INTO A DISTINCTIVE SOUND. THIS CHAPTER WILL DELVE INTO HIS CHILDHOOD
EXPERIENCES, HIS EARLY COMPOSITIONS, AND THE FORMATIVE INFLUENCES THAT PROPELLED HIM TOWARDS A LIFE IN MUSIC. KEY
ASPECTS WILL INCLUDE HIS EARLY MUSICAL TRAINING, HIS INITIAL COMPOSITIONS, AND THE IMPACT OF THE SOCIO-CULTURAL
ENVIRONMENT OF NEw YoRrk CITY DURING THE 1920s anp 30s.

CHAPTER 2: THE HoLLYWwooD YEARS — NAVIGATING THE W ORLD oF FILM Scores

THE GOLDEN AGE OF HOLLYWOOD OFFERED MORTON GOULD A SIGNIFICANT PLATFORM TO SHOWCASE HIS VERSATILITY AND
EARN A LIVING. THIS CHAPTER WILL EXAMINE HIS COLLABORATIONS WITH HOLLYWoOOD STUDIOS, FOCUSING ON THE UNIQUE
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES PRESENTED BY COMPOSING FOR FILM. HE SKILLFULLY BLENDED HIS COMPOSITIONAL STYLE WITH
THE DEMANDS OF THE MEDIUM, CRAFTING SCORES THAT SEAMLESSLY INTEGRATED WITH THE NARRATIVE WHILE SHOWCASING HIS
INDIVIDUAL MUSICAL VOICE. WE'LL EXPLORE SPECIFIC FILM SCORES, ANALYZE THEIR MUSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, AND
INVESTIGATE HOW HIS HOLLYWOOD EXPERIENCE IMPACTED HIS BROADER MUSICAL DEVELOPMENT. KEY ELEMENTS INCLUDE THE
STYLISTIC DEMANDS OF FILM SCORING, COLLABORATIONS WITH DIRECTORS AND PRODUCERS, AND THE INFLUENCE OF
HOLLYWOOD ON HIS LATER COMPOSITIONAL CHOICES.

CHAPTER 3: AMERICAN SALUTE AND ITS CONTEXT — A NATIONAL ANTHEM FOR A
NATION

AMERICAN SALUTE, PERHAPS GOULD’S MOST FAMOUS WORK, DESERVES ITS OWN DETAILED CHAPTER. THIS ICONIC PIECE ISN'T
JUST A MUSICAL COMPOSITION;, IT'S A CULTURAL ARTIFACT, REFLECTING THE PATRIOTISM AND ANXIETIES OF ITS TIME. THis
SECTION WILL EXAMINE THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT SURROUNDING ITS CREATION, EXPLORING ITS USE OF FAMILIAR AMERICAN
MELODIES AND THE POWERFUL EMOTIONAL IMPACT IT ACHIEVED. WE'LL ALSO ANALYZE THE PIECE'S MUSICAL STRUCTURE, ITS
ORCHESTRATION, AND ITS ENDURING POPULARITY. KEY TOPICS WILL INCLUDE THE PIECE'S COMPOSITION PROCESS, ITS RECEPTION
DURING W/ /1| AND ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE TODAY, ITS STYLISTIC FEATURES, AND ITS ROLE IN SHAPING THE PUBLIC'S
PERCEPTION OF AMERICAN CLASSICAL MUSIC.

CHAPTER 4: GouLb’s BRoaDWAY AND CONCERT W ORKS — EXPLORING DIVERSE



(GENRES

BEYoND AMERICAN SALUTE/ MoRrTON GOULD'S OUTPUT WAS REMARKABLY DIVERSE. THIS CHAPTER WILL DELVE INTO HIS
BroADWAY MUSICALS, CONCERT WORKS, AND OTHER COMPOSITIONS, HIGHLIGHTING HIS VERSATILITY AND EXPLORING THE
RANGE OF HIS MUSICAL EXPRESSION. WE'LL ANALYZE SPECIFIC PIECES, DISCUSS THEIR RECEPTION, AND EXPLORE HOW THEY
REFLECT HIS EVOLVING ARTISTIC VISION. KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF SELECTED BROADWAY WORKS,
EXAMINATIONS OF HIS SYMPHONIC AND CHAMBER COMPOSITIONS, AND A LOOK AT HIS LESSER-KNOWN BUT SIGNIFICANT
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AMERICAN MUSICAL LANDSCAPE.

CHAPTER 5: THE CONDUCTOR AND EDUCATOR — SHAPING FUTURE GENERATIONS

MORTON GOULD WASN'T MERELY A COMPOSER; HE WAS ALSO A HIGHLY RESPECTED CONDUCTOR AND EDUCATOR. THis
CHAPTER WILL HIGHLIGHT HIS WORK AS A CONDUCTOR, BOTH WITH PROFESSIONAL ORCHESTRAS AND IN EDUCATIONAL
SETTINGS. WE WILL EXPLORE HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO MUSIC EDUCATION, HIS INFLUENCE ON YOUNGER MUSICIANS, AND HOW HIS
TEACHING PHILOSOPHIES SHAPED THE NEXT GENERATION OF COMPOSERS AND PERFORMERS. KEY ASPECTS INCLUDE HIS
CONDUCTING CAREER, HIS WORK AS A TEACHER AND MENTOR, AND HIS IMPACT ON MUSICAL EDUCATION.

CHAPTER &: LATER LIFE AND LEGACY — A LASTING IMPRESSION ON AMERICAN MusIC

THE FINAL CHAPTER WILL EXPLORE GOULD'S LATER YEARS, HIS CONTINUED CREATIVE OUTPUT, AND HIS ENDURING LEGACY ON
AMERICAN MUSIC. WE'LL EXAMINE HIS INFLUENCE ON SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS OF COMPOSERS, HIS PLACE WITHIN THE BROADER
CONTEXT OF AMERICAN MUSICAL HISTORY, AND HIS CONTINUED RELEVANCE IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY. KEY ELEMENTS INCLUDE HIS
LATER COMPOSITIONS, HIS RECOGNITION AND AWARDS, AND HIS LASTING IMPACT ON AMERICAN MUSICAL CULTURE.

ConcLusioN: THE ENDURING RESONANCE oF MorRTON GouLD

MoRTON GOULD'S LIFE AND WORK OFFER A CAPTIVATING STORY OF MUSICAL INNOVATION, ADAPTABILITY, AND ENDURING
ARTISTRY. THIS CONCLUSION WILL SUMMARIZE HIS KEY CONTRIBUTIONS, REVISIT THE THEMES EXPLORED THROUGHOUT THE
BIOGRAPHY, AND REFLECT ON HIS LASTING IMPACT ON THE AMERICAN MUSICAL LANDSCAPE. |T WILL ALSO CONSIDER HIS PLACE
WITHIN BROADER DISCUSSIONS ON AMERICAN IDENTITY AND CULTURAL EXPRESSION AS REFLECTED THROUGH MUSIC.

1. WHAT MAKES MORTON GOULD'S AMERICAN SALUTE SO ICONIC? |TS USE OF FAMILIAR AMERICAN MELODIES, POWERFUL
ORCHESTRATION, AND PATRIOTIC SENTIMENT RESONATED DEEPLY WITH AUDIENCES.

2. How pib GoOULD’S BACKGROUND INFLUENCE HIS MUSIC? HIS JEWISH HERITAGE AND UPBRINGING IN NEw York CITY
SHAPED HIS EXPOSURE TO A VARIETY OF MUSICAL STYLES.

3. WHAT WERE SOME OF GOULD'S OTHER SIGNIFICANT COMPOSITIONS BESIDES AMERICAN SALUTE? HIS WORKS SPAN
NUMEROUS GENRES, INCLUDING BROADWAY MUSICALS, FILM SCORES, AND CONCERT PIECES.

4. How pID GoULD'S WORK IN HOLLYWOOD IMPACT HIS CAREER? |T PROVIDED HIM WITH VALUABLE EXPERIENCE AND A
\WIDER AUDIENCE FOR HIS MUSIC.

5. WHAT WAS GOULD’S ROLE IN MUSIC EDUCATION? HE WAS A RESPECTED TEACHER AND CONDUCTOR, MENTORING
NUMEROUS YOUNG MUSICIANS.

6. How pib GOULD’S MUSIC REFLECT THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CLIMATE OF HIS TIMEP HIS WORKS OFTEN REFLECT THE
PATRIOTISM AND ANXIETIES OF THE 20TH CENTURY.



7. WHAT 1S GOULD'S LEGACY IN AMERICAN MUSIC? HE REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT FIGURE, REMEMBERED FOR HIS VERSATILITY
AND CONTRIBUTION TO VARIOUS GENRES.

8. WHERE CAN | FIND RECORDINGS OF GOULD'S MUSIC? MANY OF HIS COMPOSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON VARIOUS
STREAMING PLATFORMS AND RECORD LABELS.

9. ARE THERE ANY BIOGRAPHIES OR SCHOLARLY WORKS ON MORTON GOULD? W/HILE LESS COMPREHENSIVE THAN THIS
BOOK, SOME BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE IN VARIOUS MUSIC HISTORY TEXTS AND ONLINE RESOURCES.

RELATED ARTICLES:

1. MorToN GouLbd’s FILM Scores: A MUSICAL JOURNEY THROUGH HoLLYwooD’s GOLDEN AGE: FOCUSES ON HIS FILM
MUSIC AND ITS RELATION TO CINEMATIC NARRATIVE.

2. THe CoMPOSITION OF AMERICAN SALUTE: A DETAILED MUSICAL ANALYSIS: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE MUSICAL
STRUCTURE AND TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED IN AMERICAN SALUTE.

3. MorToN GouLb’s BRoADWAY MUSICALS: A LEGACY OF STAGE AND SCREEN: EXPLORES HIS WORK IN MUSICAL
THEATRE AND ITS IMPACT ON THE GENRE.

4. MorTON GoULD AND THE AMERICAN IDENTITY: MuUsIC AS NATIONAL EXPRESSION: EXAMINES THE THEMES OF NATIONAL
IDENTITY IN HIS MUSIC.

5. MorToN GouLD's INFLUENCE oN AMERICAN COMPOSERS: DISCUSSES HIS IMPACT ON SUBSEQUENT GENERATIONS OF
COMPOSERS.

6. MorToN GouLb’s CONDUCTORSHIP: LEADING ORCHESTRAS AND SHAPING MusicaL CULTURE: A FOCUS ON HIS CAREER
AS A CONDUCTOR.

7. MorToN GouLp’s TEACHING PHILOSOPHY: MENTORING THE NEXT GENERATION OF MUSICIANS: EXPLORES HIS
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MUSIC EDUCATION.

8. A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF MORTON GoULD'S MUSICAL STYLES: EXAMINES THE EVOLUTION AND DIVERSITY OF HIS
COMPOSITIONAL TECHNIQUES.

9. THe RecerTIoN oF MorToN GouLd’s Music: CRITICAL AND POPULAR RESPONSES: ANALYZES THE CRITICAL AND
POPULAR RECEPTION OF HIS WORK THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

AMERICAN SALUTE - MorTON GouLb - YouTuse
“ AMERICAN SALUTE” - BY MorRTON GouLD, PLAYED BY THE U.S. AIR FORCE BAND. GOD BLESS AMERICA!

AMERICAN SALUTE | J.\W. PepPER

MoORTON GOULD DEVELOPS AND EMBELLISHES THE FOLK MELODY WITH SPLENDOR AND VERVE, AND PHILIP LANG’S TRANSCRIPTION
IS A CHALLENGE WELL WORTH THE EFFORT!

AN AMERICAN SALUTE - UNITED STATES MARINE BAND
IN ADDITION TO SCORING FOR RADIO ORCHESTRAS, LANG TRANSCRIBED MANY OF GOULD’S MOST POPULAR WORKS FOR BAND,



INCLUDING “AMERICAN SALUTE.” INDEPENDENT OF LANG’S BAND SETTINGS, GOULD ALSO ...

MorTON GouLD — AMERICAN SALUTE LYRICS - GENIUS
FIND ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SONG AND EXPLORE ITS DEEPER MEANING. |S THERE A LIVE
PERFORMANCE OF " AMERICAN SALUTE” BY MorTON GouLD? W/HEN DID MORTON GOULD ...

AMERICAN SALUTE: CONCERT BAND CoNDUCTOR Score § PARTS: MORTON GOULD ...
\W/HEN LOOKING FOR AN ORCHESTRAL TRANSCRIPTION THAT WORKS WELL IN A CONCERT BAND SETTING, LOOK NO FURTHER THAN
THIS HISTORIC MAJOR WORK. THIS MORTON GOULD CLASSIC BUILDS A TRIBUTE TO ALL THINGS ...

GQ E /I; S II_I/I E i Q 7" S []
MorTON GoULD’S AMERICAN SALUTE TRANSCRIBED BY PHILIP LANG CONCERT PROGRAM AND NOTES:
HTTPS:/ /W W \W.MARINEBAND.MARINES.MIL/PO...

AMERICAN SALUTE: WHEN_JoHNnnY CoMES MARCHING HoME BY GOULD...
AMERICAN SALUTE HAS BECOME GOULD’S MOST POPULAR WORK; THE COMPOSER ATTENDED A PERFORMANCE OF THE PIECE,
GIVEN BY THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY CONCERT BAND, ON THE LAST EVENING OF ...

MorToN GouLb: AN AMERICAN SALUTE - UNITED STATES MARINE BAND
THE POSSIBILITIES FOR SUCH AN HOMAGE ARE SEEMINGLY ENDLESS, BUT WE HAVE CHOSEN TO FOCUS ON TWO ASPECTS OF
GOULD’S CONTRIBUTIONS: HIS UNFORGETTABLE PATRIOTIC MINIATURES AND HIS ORIGINAL BAND...

AMERICAN SALUTE: FuLL OrRcHESTRA CONDUCTOR ScoRrEe € PARTS: MorTON GOULD ...
BY MorToN GouLb. FuLL OrcHESTRA CONDUCTOR SCORE § PARTS. DIGITAL SHEET Music DowNLOAD. PERFORMED BY
ORCHESTRAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, THIS MAGNIFICENT PIECE IS A TOUR DE FORCE FOR ALL ...

“ AMERICAN SALUTE" BY MORTON GOULD; ARRANGED BY PHILIP J. LANG
Jun 14,2025 - “AMERICAN SALUTE” BY MORTON GOULD; ARRANGED BY PHILIP J. LANG HEART OF TEXAS CONCERT BAND
2.44K sUBSCRIBERS SUBSCRIBED

AMERICAN SALUTE - MorTON GouLb - YouTuUse
" AMERICAN SALUTE” - BY MORTON GouLp, PLAYED BY THE U.S. AIR FORCE BAND. GOD BLESS AMERICA!

AMERICAN SALUTE | J.\XW. PepPER

MoRTON GOULD DEVELOPS AND EMBELLISHES THE FOLK MELODY WITH SPLENDOR AND VERVE, AND PHILIP LANG’S TRANSCRIPTION
IS A CHALLENGE WELL WORTH THE EFFORT!

AN AMERICAN SALUTE - UNITED STATES MARINE BAND
IN ADDITION TO SCORING FOR RADIO ORCHESTRAS, LANG TRANSCRIBED MANY OF GOULD’S MOST POPULAR WORKS FOR BAND,
INCLUDING “AMERICAN SALUTE.” INDEPENDENT OF L ANG’S BAND SETTINGS, GOULD ALSO DEVELOPED...

MorToN GOULD — AMERICAN SALUTE LYRICS - GENIUS
FIND ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SONG AND EXPLORE ITS DEEPER MEANING. |S THERE A LIVE
PERFORMANCE OF " AMERICAN SALUTE” BY MORTON GouLD? W/HEN DID MORTON GOULD RELEASE...

AMERICAN SALUTE: ConNcERT BAND CONDUCTOR Score § PArTS: MorToN GouLD
W/HEN LOOKING FOR AN ORCHESTRAL TRANSCRIPTION THAT WORKS WELL IN A CONCERT BAND SETTING, LOOK NO FURTHER THAN
THIS HISTORIC MAJOR WORK. THIS MORTON GOULD CLASSIC BUILDS A TRIBUTE TO ALL THINGS ...

GOULD “American SALUTE” - "THe PresipenT’s Own” U.S. MARINE ...
MorTON GOULD’S AMERICAN SALUTE TRANSCRIBED BY PHILIP LANG CONCERT PROGRAM AND NOTES:
HTTPS:/ /W W \W.MARINEBAND.MARINES.MIL/ PO...

AMERICAN SALUTE HAS BECOME GOULD’S MOST POPULAR WORK; THE COMPOSER ATTENDED A PERFORMANCE OF THE PIECE,
GIVEN BY THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY CONCERT BAND, ON THE LAST EVENING OF HIS LIFE.

MorToN GouLd: AN AMERICAN SALUTE - UNITED STATES MARINE BAND
THE POSSIBILITIES FOR SUCH AN HOMAGE ARE SEEMINGLY ENDLESS, BUT WE HAVE CHOSEN TO FOCUS ON TWO ASPECTS OF



GOULD’S CONTRIBUTIONS: HIS UNFORGETTABLE PATRIOTIC MINIATURES AND HIS ORIGINAL BAND...

AMERICAN SALUTE: Furl OrcHESTRA CONDUCTOR SCORE § PARTS: MORTON GOULD ...

By MorToN GouLb. FuLL ORCHESTRA CONDUCTOR SCORE § PARTS. DIGITAL SHEET Music DowNLOAD. PERFORMED BY
ORCHESTRAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, THIS MAGNIFICENT PIECE IS A TOUR DE FORCE FOR ALL ...

“ AMERICAN SALUTE” BY MORTON GOULD; ARRANGED BY PHILIP J. LANG

Jun 14,2025 - “AMERICAN SALUTE” BY MORTON GOULD; ARRANGED BY PHILIP J. LANG HEART OF TEXAS CONCERT BAND
2.44K sUBSCRIBERS SUBSCRIBED
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