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Ebook Description: Allan Bloom's The Closing of the American
Mind and Plato's Republic

This ebook explores the profound connections between Allan Bloom's influential critique of higher
education, The Closing of the American Mind, and Plato's enduring masterpiece, The Republic. Bloom's
work, published in 1987, ignited a national debate about the state of American universities and the role of
education in shaping individual character and civic virtue. A central theme in Bloom’s critique is the loss of
a commitment to the great books, specifically philosophical texts like Plato's Republic, which he saw as
crucial for cultivating wisdom and critical thinking. This ebook delves into Bloom's interpretation of Plato's
philosophy, particularly the themes of justice, virtue, the ideal state, and the education of the guardian class,
and examines how these relate to Bloom's concerns about the decline of intellectual rigor and the rise of
relativism in American academia. By juxtaposing Bloom's analysis with key passages and arguments from
The Republic, this ebook provides a rich and insightful exploration of both texts and their continued
relevance in understanding the challenges facing education and society today. The discussion will
illuminate the enduring power of classical thought in navigating contemporary issues of intellectual and
moral formation.

Ebook Title: Bloom's Republic: Interpreting Plato through the
Lens of The Closing of the American Mind

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the Stage: Bloom, Plato, and the Crisis of Education
Chapter 1: The Ideal State and the Educated Citizen: Comparing Plato's vision with Bloom's critique of
contemporary education.
Chapter 2: Justice and the Soul: Exploring the parallels between Plato's concept of justice and Bloom's
concerns about moral relativism.
Chapter 3: The Allegory of the Cave and the Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing Plato's famous allegory in light of
Bloom's anxieties about the limitations of contemporary thought.
Chapter 4: The Guardians' Education and the Role of the Intellectual: Examining the similarities between
Plato's vision of the philosopher-king and Bloom's call for intellectual leadership.
Chapter 5: The Limitations of Democracy and the Importance of Transcendent Values: Exploring Plato's
reservations about democracy and Bloom's concerns about the erosion of shared values.
Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Plato and Bloom's Legacy: Assessing the lasting implications of
their work for contemporary education and society.
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Introduction: Setting the Stage: Bloom, Plato, and the Crisis of Education

Allan Bloom's The Closing of the American Mind (1987) remains a controversial yet influential work,
sparking decades of debate on the state of American higher education. Bloom argued that American
universities had succumbed to a pervasive relativism, abandoning the pursuit of truth and objective
knowledge in favor of a politically correct, intellectually shallow environment. He saw a crucial role for
the great books of Western civilization, specifically philosophical texts, in shaping intellectual and moral
character. Central to Bloom’s argument is the implicit dialogue he conducts with Plato, whose Republic
outlines an ideal state founded on wisdom, justice, and virtue. This ebook explores the intersections
between Bloom's critique and Plato's philosophy, examining how Bloom's interpretation of the Republic
informs his concerns about contemporary education.

Chapter 1: The Ideal State and the Educated Citizen: Comparing Plato's Vision with Bloom's Critique of
Contemporary Education

Plato's Republic envisions an ideal state ruled by philosopher-kings, individuals possessing wisdom and
virtue. These rulers, rigorously educated in philosophy and the arts, are uniquely equipped to govern
justly. Bloom echoes this emphasis on education, arguing that the lack of rigorous intellectual training in
American universities has resulted in a citizenry ill-equipped to grapple with complex moral and political
issues. Bloom believed that contemporary education prioritized vocational training over the development of
critical thinking and moral character, a stark contrast to Plato's emphasis on the cultivation of virtue as the
cornerstone of a just society. He lamented the decline of the humanities and the ascendancy of
"vocationalism" as symptomatic of a wider societal malaise.

Chapter 2: Justice and the Soul: Exploring the Parallels between Plato's Concept of Justice and Bloom's
Concerns about Moral Relativism

Plato's concept of justice extends beyond mere adherence to laws; it encompasses the harmonious balance of
the soul, where reason governs the appetites and spirit. This inner harmony mirrors a just society, where
reason and wisdom guide the state. Bloom saw a parallel between this Platonic ideal and the moral chaos he
perceived in American society. He argued that the erosion of shared moral values, the embrace of moral
relativism, and the devaluation of objective truth all contributed to a lack of inner harmony in individuals
and social unrest. Bloom viewed the absence of a common intellectual and moral framework as a crucial
factor inhibiting the development of a just and well-ordered society.

Chapter 3: The Allegory of the Cave and the Pursuit of Truth: Analyzing Plato's Famous Allegory in Light



of Bloom's Anxieties about the Limitations of Contemporary Thought

Plato's Allegory of the Cave illustrates the journey from ignorance to enlightenment, from the perception
of shadows to the grasp of true reality. This allegory resonates deeply with Bloom's concerns about the
limitations of contemporary thought. Bloom believed that the intellectual climate of his time confined
many to the "cave" of superficiality, accepting received opinions and prejudices without critical
examination. The pursuit of genuine knowledge, according to both Plato and Bloom, demands a willingness
to challenge established beliefs and engage in rigorous self-examination. The reluctance to confront
uncomfortable truths, as Bloom argued, was a pervasive problem in the academic world.

Chapter 4: The Guardians' Education and the Role of the Intellectual: Examining the Similarities Between
Plato's Vision of the Philosopher-King and Bloom's Call for Intellectual Leadership

In Plato's Republic, the guardians, the ruling class, undergo a rigorous education designed to cultivate their
intellectual and moral capacities. This education emphasizes philosophical inquiry, mathematical reasoning,
and the study of the arts, aimed at developing wisdom and judgment. Bloom envisioned a similar role for
intellectuals in contemporary society, advocating for the importance of well-educated individuals who
could provide intellectual and moral leadership. He criticized the tendency for intellectuals to retreat into
specialization, losing sight of the broader intellectual and moral context of their work.

Chapter 5: The Limitations of Democracy and the Importance of Transcendent Values: Exploring Plato's
Reservations about Democracy and Bloom's Concerns about the Erosion of Shared Values

Plato, while not advocating for tyranny, expressed reservations about the limitations of pure democracy,
fearing that it could lead to the rule of the uninformed and the pursuit of immediate gratification over
long-term goals. Bloom echoed some of these concerns, observing the rise of a consumerist culture that
privileged immediate gratification over intellectual and moral pursuits. He argued that without a shared
commitment to transcendent values – values rooted in a larger intellectual and moral framework –
democracy would be unable to sustain itself. The erosion of such a framework, he felt, threatened the very
foundations of a just and stable society.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Plato and Bloom's Legacy: Assessing the Lasting Implications of
Their Work for Contemporary Education and Society

Both Plato and Bloom offer powerful critiques of education and society, raising timeless questions about the
nature of justice, virtue, and the role of education in fostering a thriving society. Bloom's work, viewed
through the lens of Plato's Republic, illuminates the enduring challenges of cultivating wisdom, critical
thinking, and moral character in an increasingly complex and rapidly changing world. Their combined
insights remain relevant in addressing contemporary concerns about the state of education, the erosion of
shared values, and the importance of intellectual leadership in navigating the challenges of the 21st



century. The enduring value of the Great Books, and the importance of philosophical inquiry in shaping
individual character and civic virtue continue to be debated.

FAQs

What is the central argument of The Closing of the American Mind? Bloom argues that American1.
higher education has abandoned the pursuit of truth and objective knowledge, succumbing to
relativism and political correctness.

How does Bloom interpret Plato's Republic? Bloom sees Plato's Republic as a blueprint for an ideal1.
state founded on wisdom, justice, and virtue, achieved through rigorous education.

What is the significance of the Allegory of the Cave in this context? It highlights the challenge of1.
escaping intellectual and moral limitations, crucial to Bloom's critique of contemporary thought.

What role does Bloom assign to intellectuals in society? He advocates for intellectual leaders who can1.
provide moral and intellectual guidance.

What are Bloom's concerns about democracy? He shares some of Plato's concerns that pure1.
democracy can lead to the rule of the uninformed and the pursuit of short-term gains.

How does this book connect Bloom and Plato's ideas? It explores the parallel between Bloom's1.
criticisms of contemporary education and Plato's vision of an ideal state shaped by rigorous
intellectual and moral training.

Who is this book for? Anyone interested in philosophy, education, political theory, or the ongoing1.



debate about the state of higher education.

What are the key themes explored in the book? Justice, virtue, education, the ideal state, relativism,1.
democracy, and the role of the intellectual.

What is the overall conclusion of the book? Plato and Bloom's insights remain relevant in addressing1.
modern challenges in education and society.

Related Articles:

Plato's Theory of Forms and its Influence on Western Thought: Explores the fundamental concepts1.
of Plato's metaphysics and their lasting impact.

The Philosopher-King: Plato's Vision of Ideal Leadership: Examines the characteristics and education1.
of Plato's ideal ruler.

The Allegory of the Cave: A Deeper Dive into Plato's Metaphor: Provides a detailed analysis of the1.
allegory and its multiple interpretations.

Allan Bloom's Legacy: A Critical Assessment of The Closing of the American Mind: Offers a critical1.
evaluation of Bloom's work and its reception.

Relativism vs. Objectivity: The Core of the Debate in Higher Education: Explores the ongoing1.
tension between these opposing viewpoints in academia.



The Role of the Humanities in the 21st Century: Discusses the importance of humanistic studies in a1.
rapidly changing world.

The Crisis of Liberal Education: Causes and Potential Solutions: Analyzes the challenges facing liberal1.
arts education and suggests potential remedies.

The Impact of Consumerism on Higher Education: Explores how consumerist values affect the goals1.
and priorities of universities.

Justice and the State: Exploring Different Philosophical Perspectives: Compares Plato's concept of1.
justice with other philosophical approaches.
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