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This ebook, "Abolition Feminism Now," argues for a radical reimagining of feminism that centers the
abolition of systems of oppression, rather than incremental reform. It challenges the limitations of
mainstream feminism, arguing that its focus on individual empowerment often ignores the systemic
nature of gendered violence, particularly as it intersects with racism, classism, and other forms of
oppression. The book explores how carceral feminism—which relies on the criminal justice system to
address violence against women—fails marginalized communities and perpetuates harm. Instead, it
advocates for a feminist praxis deeply rooted in abolitionist thought, promoting community-led
solutions, restorative justice, and the dismantling of systems that produce and perpetuate gendered
violence. "Abolition Feminism Now" offers a critical analysis of existing power structures and
proposes concrete strategies for building a truly equitable and just world, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of all forms of oppression and the urgency of collective action. This is not a call
for mere reform but a demand for transformative change.
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Introduction: Defining Abolition Feminism and its Urgency

The urgency of the present moment demands a radical reimagining of feminism. Mainstream
feminism, while achieving important victories, often operates within the confines of existing power
structures. This approach, while appearing progressive, may inadvertently reinforce systems of
oppression. Abolition feminism offers a powerful alternative, arguing that true gender liberation
necessitates the abolition of all systems that produce and perpetuate violence, particularly those
targeting marginalized communities. It rejects the carceral approach—relying on policing, prisons,
and the criminal justice system—as a solution to gendered violence, recognizing its inherent flaws
and its disproportionate impact on already vulnerable populations. Instead, it centers community-led



solutions, restorative justice, and the dismantling of oppressive systems as crucial steps toward
genuine liberation. This requires acknowledging the interconnectedness of gendered violence with
other forms of oppression, such as racism, classism, homophobia, and transphobia. It is not a call for
slow, incremental change, but a demand for immediate and transformative action.

Chapter 1: The Failures of Carceral Feminism: A Critical Analysis

Carceral feminism, which advocates for increased policing, incarceration, and surveillance to
address violence against women, has become a dominant force in many feminist movements.
However, this approach is deeply flawed. It disproportionately harms Black, Indigenous, and other
marginalized communities, who are already over-policed and incarcerated. Furthermore, it fails to
address the root causes of violence, focusing instead on punishment rather than prevention. The
criminal justice system, far from being a neutral arbiter of justice, is often complicit in perpetuating
violence and oppression. It reinforces existing power imbalances, criminalizes survival strategies of
marginalized communities, and fails to provide adequate support for survivors. This chapter will
analyze concrete examples of carceral feminism's failures, highlighting its harmful consequences
and advocating for a shift away from this approach. The focus needs to move from punishment to
addressing the systemic issues that generate violence.

Chapter 2: Intersectionality and the Limits of Single-Issue Feminism

Single-issue feminism, which focuses on one aspect of gender inequality in isolation, often fails to
account for the complex interplay of multiple oppressions. Intersectionality, a critical framework
developed by Kimberlé Crenshaw, emphasizes the interconnectedness of various social
categories—race, class, gender, sexuality, ability—and how they create unique experiences of
oppression. This chapter explores the limitations of single-issue approaches and the importance of
understanding how gendered violence manifests differently depending on other intersecting
identities. For example, the experiences of a Black transgender woman facing violence are
drastically different from those of a white cisgender woman, largely due to the impact of racism and
transphobia. Ignoring these intersecting systems of oppression perpetuates harm and limits the
effectiveness of feminist movements.

Chapter 3: Abolitionist Principles and Practices: Reimagining Justice

This chapter delves into the core principles and practices of abolitionist feminism. It explores the
concept of abolition not merely as the end of prisons and policing, but as the dismantling of all
systems that perpetuate violence and oppression. This includes challenging the carceral state’s
power, advocating for restorative justice practices, and building community-based alternatives to
policing. Restorative justice emphasizes repairing harm, empowering survivors, and addressing the
root causes of conflict through community-led processes. This chapter examines successful models
of community-based alternatives to policing and prisons and discusses how they can be replicated
and expanded.

Chapter 4: Building Community-Based Alternatives to Policing and Prisons

This chapter presents practical strategies for building community-based alternatives to policing and
prisons. It highlights successful initiatives around the world that prioritize community safety and
well-being through non-carceral approaches. Examples include community-led mediation programs,
crisis intervention teams trained in de-escalation techniques, and harm reduction strategies that
address the underlying causes of violence. It also explores the role of community organizations,
grassroots movements, and mutual aid networks in building safer and more equitable communities.



Chapter 5: Beyond Individual Empowerment: Systemic Change and Collective Action

This chapter emphasizes the limitations of focusing solely on individual empowerment without
addressing the systemic issues that create and perpetuate gendered violence. It argues that
individual agency needs to be accompanied by structural change that tackles the root causes of
inequality and oppression. This requires a collective effort that brings together various groups and
movements working towards social justice. The chapter will discuss strategies for building alliances
and engaging in collective action to challenge powerful institutions and create a more equitable
world.

Conclusion: A Call to Action: Embracing Abolitionist Feminism for a Liberated Future

Abolition feminism demands a fundamental shift in how we approach gendered violence and social
justice. It requires a commitment to dismantling oppressive systems and building transformative
alternatives that prioritize community well-being, restorative justice, and collective liberation. This
conclusion reiterates the urgency of adopting an abolitionist feminist framework and calls for
immediate and sustained action to build a truly just and equitable future for all.

FAQs:

What is the difference between mainstream feminism and abolition feminism? Mainstream1.
feminism often focuses on individual empowerment and legal reform within existing systems,
while abolition feminism calls for the dismantling of systems that perpetuate violence and
oppression.

Why is carceral feminism harmful? Carceral feminism relies on the criminal justice system,1.
which disproportionately harms marginalized communities and fails to address the root causes
of violence.

What are some examples of community-based alternatives to policing? Examples include1.
community mediation programs, crisis intervention teams, and harm reduction strategies.

How does intersectionality relate to abolition feminism? Intersectionality highlights how1.
various forms of oppression intersect and create unique experiences of violence, requiring an
approach that addresses all forms of oppression.

What is restorative justice? Restorative justice focuses on repairing harm, empowering1.
survivors, and addressing the root causes of conflict through community-led processes.



How can individuals contribute to the abolition feminist movement? Individuals can engage in1.
activism, support community-based organizations, educate themselves and others, and
advocate for policy changes.

Is abolition feminism anti-police? Abolition feminism is not necessarily anti-police, but it1.
critiques the police’s role in perpetuating violence and oppression, advocating for alternatives
that prioritize community safety and well-being.

What are some practical steps towards building a safer community? Practical steps include1.
supporting mutual aid networks, engaging in community organizing, and advocating for
policies that address social inequality.

How is abolition feminism different from other radical feminist approaches? While sharing1.
some common ground with other radical feminist approaches, abolition feminism specifically
emphasizes the abolition of systems rather than just reforming them.
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