a field guide to american houses
mcalester

Book Concept: A Field Guide to American Houses:
McAlester

Logline: Uncover the hidden stories behind America's architectural heritage,
exploring the evolution of homes in McAlester, Oklahoma, and revealing the
social, economic, and cultural forces that shaped them.

Target Audience: History buffs, architecture enthusiasts, homeowners, real
estate professionals, genealogists, and anyone fascinated by the American
story as told through its houses.

Storyline/Structure:

The book will adopt a unique blend of field guide and narrative history. It
begins with a historical overview of McAlester, setting the stage for the
architectural styles that emerged. Then, the book delves into specific
architectural styles prevalent in McAlester, each chapter focusing on a
distinct era and its representative house types (e.g., Victorian, Craftsman,
Bungalow, Ranch, Mid-Century Modern). Each style chapter will include:

Detailed architectural descriptions: Illustrations, floor plans, and
photographic examples of key features.

Social and cultural context: Exploring the lives of the people who lived in
these houses, their economic circumstances, and societal influences on design
choices.

"Field Guide" elements: Practical tips for identifying architectural
features, understanding construction techniques, and assessing the value and
potential of different house styles.

Case studies: In-depth looks at individual houses in McAlester, showcasing
their unique stories and highlighting preservation efforts.

The book concludes with a chapter on the future of McAlester's architectural
heritage and how readers can contribute to its preservation.

Ebook Description:

Ever wondered what secrets the houses of McAlester hold? Unlock the
captivating stories behind the architecture that defines this unique Oklahoma
town. Are you frustrated trying to understand the history and value of your
own home? Or perhaps you're simply curious about the diverse architectural
styles that shaped American communities?

This book provides the answers! "A Field Guide to American Houses: McAlester"
is your indispensable guide to navigating the rich architectural tapestry of
McAlester. You'll gain a deep understanding of the evolution of its homes,
from the earliest settlers' dwellings to modern constructions.

"A Field Guide to American Houses: McAlester" by [Your Name]



Introduction: A brief history of McAlester and its architectural development.
Chapter 1: Early McAlester — Pioneer Homes & Territorial Styles: Exploring
the architecture of the town's formative years.

Chapter 2: Victorian Elegance & the Gilded Age: Focusing on the ornate and
elaborate homes of McAlester's prosperous era.

Chapter 3: The Craftsman Era & Bungalow Boom: Examining the rise of simpler,
more functional styles.

Chapter 4: Mid-Century Modern & Ranch Houses: Exploring the post-war
architectural trends.

Chapter 5: Contemporary McAlester: Analyzing more recent architectural
developments and trends.

Conclusion: The future of McAlester's architectural landscape and
preservation efforts.

A Field Guide to American Houses: McAlester - A
Deep Dive

This comprehensive article expands on the book's outline, providing in-depth
analysis for each chapter. The article includes proper SEO headings and meta
descriptions, aiming for high search engine visibility.

Meta Description: Delve into the captivating architectural history of
McAlester, Oklahoma. This comprehensive guide explores its unique home
styles, social context, and preservation efforts.

Introduction: Unveiling McAlester's
Architectural Legacy

McAlester, Oklahoma, boasts a rich and often overlooked architectural
heritage, reflecting its dynamic past and the diverse cultural influences
that shaped it. From humble pioneer cabins to grand Victorian mansions, the
houses of McAlester tell a compelling story of growth, prosperity, and
adaptation. This book acts as a key to unlocking these narratives, providing
a detailed exploration of the town's architectural evolution and the social
forces that shaped it. We will journey through distinct eras, analyzing
specific architectural styles and their representative house types.
Understanding this architectural lineage deepens our appreciation for
McAlester's unique character and contributes to the vital work of historic
preservation.

Chapter 1: Early McAlester - Pioneer Homes &
Territorial Styles

This chapter explores the earliest architectural forms in McAlester, focusing
on the pioneer homes and the territorial styles that followed. We'll examine
simple structures built from readily available materials, such as log cabins
and vernacular frame houses. We'll analyze their basic layouts, construction



methods, and the adaptive reuse of architectural features over time. We will
also consider how the availability of resources and the frontier conditions
influenced the design and construction of these early homes. Photographs and
drawings will illustrate the simplicity and functionality of these
structures, highlighting their enduring significance in McAlester's history.
Further exploration will touch upon the influence of territorial styles,
which emerged as the town began to grow and prosper, representing a
transition towards more refined and sophisticated building techniques.

Chapter 2: Victorian Elegance & the Gilded Age

The late 19th century witnessed a period of economic boom in McAlester,
reflected in the rise of grand Victorian-style homes. This chapter delves
into the architectural details and social context of these opulent
structures. We'll analyze the intricate ornamentation, diverse styles within
the Victorian era (e.g., Queen Anne, Stick, Eastlake), and the use of
materials such as wood, brick, and ornate metalwork. The chapter explores the
lives of the wealthy families who commissioned these houses, providing
insights into their social status and aspirations. By studying surviving
examples and historical records, we reveal the craftsmanship and artistry of
these homes, understanding their symbolic significance in the burgeoning
town.

Chapter 3: The Craftsman Era & Bungalow Boom

The early 20th century brought a shift towards simpler, more functional
architectural styles. This chapter focuses on the Craftsman and Bungalow
styles prevalent in McAlester. We'll analyze their defining features - low-
pitched roofs, exposed beams, built-in furniture, and the use of natural
materials. We'll explore how these styles reflected a changing aesthetic
sensibility, a move away from ostentatious display towards a focus on
practicality and craftsmanship. We will examine the social context of the
Craftsman and Bungalow movements, linking them to broader cultural trends and
the changing demographics of McAlester. Analysis of surviving examples
provides valuable insights into the lives of the middle-class families who
inhabited these homes.

Chapter 4: Mid-Century Modern & Ranch Houses

The post-World War II era brought dramatic changes to American architecture
and McAlester was no exception. This chapter examines the rise of Mid-Century
Modern and Ranch-style homes. We'll analyze the defining features of these
styles - open floor plans, clean lines, the use of new materials, and a focus
on functionality and affordability. We will explore the social and economic
conditions that fostered the popularity of these styles, linking them to
suburban expansion and the rise of the American Dream. The chapter will
analyze the designs of iconic examples in McAlester, illustrating their
unique features and architectural innovations.



Chapter 5: Contemporary McAlester

This chapter brings us to the present day, exploring the contemporary
architectural landscape of McAlester. We'll examine the diverse styles
present, from traditional revivals to modern designs, and analyze how they
reflect the ongoing evolution of the town. We'll consider the impact of
sustainable building practices and the challenges of preserving historical
structures while adapting to modern needs. The chapter will also address
future trends and the importance of thoughtful planning in shaping
McAlester's architectural future. We'll emphasize the need for continued
preservation efforts to safeguard the town's unique architectural heritage.

Conclusion: Preserving McAlester's
Architectural Legacy

This concluding chapter synthesizes the preceding chapters, emphasizing the
significance of McAlester’s architectural heritage. We will highlight the
importance of preservation efforts and the role individuals can play in
protecting and appreciating these historic homes. We will explore potential
strategies for preserving these structures for future generations, fostering
community engagement in the process. By understanding the evolution of
McAlester's architecture, we can better appreciate its unique identity and
work to ensure its continued vitality.

FAQs:
1. What makes this book unique? Its focus on a specific town provides a
microcosm of American architectural history.

2. Is the book only for architects? No, it's for anyone interested in
history, architecture, or McAlester.

3. Does the book include floor plans? Yes, select homes will have
accompanying floor plans.

4. Are there many photos? Yes, the book is richly illustrated with
photographs of McAlester homes.

5. What is the writing style? Accessible and engaging, suitable for a broad
audience.

6. How can I contribute to the preservation efforts mentioned? The book
offers suggestions and resources.

7. Is this a purely academic study? No, it balances academic rigor with a
narrative approach.

8. Where can I purchase the book? [Specify online stores or platforms]

9. Is there a print version available? [Specify availability of print



version]

Related Articles:

1. The Victorian Era in McAlester: An Architectural Overview: Focuses
specifically on Victorian styles and their prominent role.

2. Craftsman Bungalows of McAlester: A Closer Look: In-depth analysis of
Bungalow architecture in the town.

3. Mid-Century Modern in McAlester: Post-War Architectural Trends: Explores
the impact of post-war trends on local architecture.

4. Preserving McAlester's Architectural Heritage: Challenges and Solutions:
Discusses the challenges of preserving historical buildings.

5. The Social History of McAlester Homes: Focuses on the social and
economic contexts shaping residential architecture.

6. A Comparative Study of Architectural Styles in McAlester: Compares and
contrasts various architectural styles present in the town.

7. The Influence of Native American Design on McAlester Architecture:
Explores any indigenous design influences, if applicable.

8. McAlester's Architectural Landscape: A Photographic Journey: A visually
rich article featuring images of McAlester homes.

9. The Evolution of Building Materials in McAlester: Tracks the changes in
building materials used over time in the town.

Additional Resources

FIELD Definition & Meaning — Merriam-Webster
The meaning of FIELD is an open land area free of woods and buildings. How to
use field in a sentence.

Field - Wikipedia

Depth of field, the distance from before to beyond the subject that appears
to be in focus (and likewise, field, in the context of depth, is the portion
of a scene for which objects within its

FIELD | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
FIELD definition: 1. an area of land, used for growing crops or keeping
animals, usually surrounded by a fence: 2. a... Learn more.

Field - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Vocabulary.com

This word has many meanings — such as a field of daffodils, a field of study,
or a field of battle in a war. Think of a field as an area, either physically
or subject-wise.



Field - definition of field by The Free Dictionary

1. Growing, cultivated, or living in fields or open land. 2. Made, used, or
carried on in the field: field operations. 3. Working, operating, or
active in the field: field representatives of a firm.

field noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes

Definition of field noun in Oxford Advanced American Dictionary. Meaning,
pronunciation, picture, example sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and
more.

FIELD definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
A field is an area of grass, for example in a park or on a farm. A field is
also an area of land on which a crop is grown.

field - WordReference.com Dictionary of English

of or pertaining to a field. Agriculture grown or cultivated in a field.
working in the fields of a farm: field laborers. working as a salesperson,
engineer, representative, etc., in the field: an ..

Field Definition & Meaning - YourDictionary
Field definition: A range, area, or subject of human activity, interest, or
knowledge.

What does field mean? - Definitions.net

A field is an abstract algebraic structure containing a set of elements with
specified operations - namely addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division - that follow specific laws similar to the ..

FIELD Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of FIELD is an open land area free of woods and buildings. How to
use field in a sentence.

Field - Wikipedia

Depth of field, the distance from before to beyond the subject that appears
to be in focus (and likewise, field, in the context of depth, is the portion
of a scene for which objects within its range ..

1is] . _ Cambrid . .
FIELD definition: 1. an area of land, used for growing crops or keeping
animals, usually surrounded by a fence: 2. a... Learn more.

Field - Definition, Meaning & Synonyms | Vocabulary.com

This word has many meanings — such as a field of daffodils, a field of study,
or a field of battle in a war. Think of a field as an area, either physically
or subject-wise.

Leld - definiti c field I ] _

1. Growing, cultivated, or living in fields or open land. 2. Made, used, or
carried on in the field: field operations. 3. Working, operating, or
active in the field: field representatives of a firm.

field noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes
Definition of field noun in Oxford Advanced American Dictionary. Meaning,
pronunciation, picture, example sentences, grammar, usage nhotes, synonyms and



more.

FIELD definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
A field is an area of grass, for example in a park or on a farm. A field is
also an area of land on which a crop is grown.

field - WordReference.com Dictionary of English

of or pertaining to a field. Agriculture grown or cultivated in a field.
working in the fields of a farm: field laborers. working as a salesperson,
engineer, representative, etc., in the field: an ..

Leld Finits . B . .
Field definition: A range, area, or subject of human activity, interest, or
knowledge.

What does field mean? - Definitions.net
A field is an abstract algebraic structure containing a set of elements with

specified operations - namely addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division - that follow specific laws similar to the ..
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