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Book Concept: A Confederate General from Big Sur

Title: A Confederate General from Big Sur

Logline: A reclusive Civil War veteran, haunted by his past and burdened by a secret, finds
unexpected solace and a new battle to fight in the bohemian paradise of 1960s Big Sur.

Target Audience: Readers interested in historical fiction, alternative history, literary fiction, and the
counter-culture movement of the 1960s. The book appeals to a broad audience because it blends
historical intrigue with a compelling character study set against the vibrant backdrop of Big Sur.

Ebook Description:

Escape the ordinary. Imagine a Civil War general, not on a battlefield, but hiding amongst the
redwoods of Big Sur.

Are you tired of predictable historical fiction? Do you crave a story that seamlessly blends the past
and the present, offering a fresh perspective on history and the human spirit? Are you longing for a
captivating read that will transport you to a time and place unlike any other?

Then prepare to be captivated by "A Confederate General from Big Sur." This gripping novel
explores the unlikely journey of a man grappling with the ghosts of his past and the challenges of
finding peace in an era of radical change.

"A Confederate General from Big Sur" by [Your Name]

Introduction: The Enigma of General Braxton Bragg – Unveiling the Mystery
Chapter 1: The Long Road to Big Sur – Escape and Exile in California
Chapter 2: The Bohemian Counterculture – A Clash of Worlds
Chapter 3: Unraveling the Secret – Confronting the Past
Chapter 4: Unexpected Allies – Finding Purpose in a New Life
Chapter 5: The Final Stand – A Battle for Redemption
Conclusion: Echoes of the Past – Legacy and Lasting Impact

Article: A Confederate General from Big Sur - Deep
Dive into the Book's Structure

This article will delve into each section of the proposed book, exploring the narrative potential and
historical context.



Introduction: The Enigma of General Braxton Bragg – Unveiling the Mystery1.

This introductory chapter establishes the central enigma. Instead of a well-known Confederate
general, we introduce Braxton Bragg, a fictional character inspired by the real-life historical figure
but significantly altered. Bragg is presented as a complex and conflicted man, not simply a villain,
but a product of his time burdened by a deep, unacknowledged secret connected to a controversial
battle or strategic decision he made during the Civil War. The introduction will hint at this secret,
establishing the core mystery that will drive the narrative. We will learn about his disillusionment
with the South’s cause after the war, and his subsequent self-imposed exile to Big Sur. The opening
chapter aims to hook the reader, presenting an intriguing character study within a visually stunning
and unexpected setting. The chapter would end on a cliffhanger, leaving the reader eager to
discover the nature of Bragg's secret.

Keywords: Braxton Bragg, Confederate General, Civil War, Big Sur, Mystery, Historical Fiction,
Exile, California

Chapter 1: The Long Road to Big Sur – Escape and Exile in California1.

This chapter will trace Bragg's journey from the post-Civil War South to the remote beauty of Big
Sur. We'll explore the hardships he faced, his attempts to evade the past, and the gradual
transformation of his outlook as he encounters the unique landscape and its challenges. We could
use real historical events and travel routes as a basis for his journey, providing a touch of realism to
the fictional narrative. This chapter focuses on the physical and emotional transition he undergoes,
hinting at his internal struggles and his ongoing battle with his past actions. The descriptions of the
journey will be vividly portrayed, showcasing the contrast between the austere South he left behind
and the wild beauty of the California coast.

Keywords: Post-Civil War South, California Gold Rush, Travel in 19th Century America, Big Sur
landscape, Character Development, Internal Conflict, Exile, Adaptation

Chapter 2: The Bohemian Counterculture – A Clash of Worlds1.

This chapter introduces the vibrant and rebellious counterculture of 1960s Big Sur. Bragg, a man
out of time, finds himself unexpectedly thrust into a world of artists, writers, and free spirits who
challenge his established worldview. This creates a significant clash of cultures – the rigid formality
of the Confederacy versus the unconventional freedom of the hippies and the burgeoning
environmentalist movement. The chapter would explore the initial friction between Bragg and the
locals, along with his gradual, reluctant acceptance and even fascination with their lifestyle. This
chapter focuses on the interactions and differences in ideologies and the ensuing conflicts, but also
the potential for understanding and even unlikely friendships.

Keywords: 1960s Counterculture, Big Sur Community, Hippies, Environmentalism, Cultural Clash,



Character Interaction, Social Commentary

Chapter 3: Unraveling the Secret – Confronting the Past1.

This chapter is the climax of the narrative arc. Bragg's carefully constructed persona begins to
crumble, and the secret from his past resurfaces. The revelation might be triggered by an
unexpected event, a chance encounter, or an internal crisis. This section explores the psychological
impact of uncovering this secret, potentially revealing the deep trauma and regret he carries. This is
where the reader fully understands the weight of Bragg's past and the reasons for his exile. This
chapter is emotionally intense and potentially features flashbacks to provide context for the secret.

Keywords: Trauma, Regret, Revelation, Flashbacks, Psychological Impact, Emotional Intensity,
Secret Revealed, Civil War History

Chapter 4: Unexpected Allies – Finding Purpose in a New Life1.

Having confronted his past, Bragg finds unexpected support and camaraderie within the Big Sur
community. He may forge unlikely friendships with some of the people he initially clashed with. He
discovers a new purpose, perhaps finding solace in nature, assisting others, or contributing to the
community's causes (e.g., environmental protection). This chapter showcases a significant personal
growth and acceptance of his past, creating a more hopeful narrative. It demonstrates the power of
human connection and the possibility of redemption.

Keywords: Redemption, Friendship, Personal Growth, Community, Environmentalism, Acceptance,
Hope, Healing

Chapter 5: The Final Stand – A Battle for Redemption1.

This chapter presents Bragg’s final, metaphorical “battle.” This could be a physical conflict
protecting the environment, or a symbolic battle against his inner demons. This is a resolution
chapter – not necessarily a violent showdown, but a confrontation with the lingering effects of his
past actions. He may find a way to make amends for his past actions or find peace with his legacy.
The chapter will create a sense of closure while still leaving room for reflection.

Keywords: Resolution, Redemption, Conflict, Legacy, Peace, Closure, Personal Triumph

Conclusion: Echoes of the Past – Legacy and Lasting Impact1.



The conclusion provides a reflective look at Bragg's journey and legacy. It considers the lasting
impact he has on the community and how his story resonates with the themes of the novel. It
summarizes the central themes of the book – the consequences of actions, the possibility of
redemption, the power of community, and the enduring strength of the human spirit. This chapter
offers a thoughtful ending that leaves the reader pondering the larger implications of Bragg's story.

Keywords: Legacy, Reflection, Themes, Conclusion, Summary, Lasting Impact, Human Spirit

---

FAQs:

Is this a true story? No, it's a work of historical fiction inspired by the era and the setting of1.
Big Sur.

What is the main conflict of the story? The central conflict is Bragg's internal struggle with his2.
past and his attempts to find peace in a new environment.

What is the time period of the story? The story spans the post-Civil War era and the 1960s.3.

What is the setting of the story? The primary setting is Big Sur, California.4.

What is the genre of the book? Historical fiction with elements of literary and alternative5.
history.

Is the book suitable for all ages? While not explicitly graphic, some mature themes might make6.
it more suitable for adult readers.

What are the major themes of the book? Redemption, reconciliation, the power of nature, and7.
the clash of cultures.

How does the book end? The ending offers a sense of resolution and hope, while still leaving8.
room for reflection.

What makes this book unique? It combines the intrigue of Civil War history with the9.
counterculture of 1960s Big Sur, creating a unique and compelling narrative.

Related Articles:

The Real Braxton Bragg: A Historical Overview: A factual exploration of the historical Braxton1.
Bragg and his role in the Civil War.

Big Sur in the 1960s: A Cultural Portrait: A deep dive into the bohemian counterculture of Big2.



Sur.

The Impact of the Civil War on the American South: A discussion of the lasting social,3.
economic, and political effects.

The Literary Landscape of Big Sur: An examination of the writers and artists who have been4.
drawn to Big Sur.

Exile and Redemption in Literature: Exploring the theme of exile and the possibility of5.
redemption in other works of literature.

The Environmental Movement in the 1960s: A look at the origins and impact of the6.
environmental movement.

Confederate Veterans After the Civil War: Examining the lives and experiences of Confederate7.
veterans after the war.

The Psychological Impact of War: A discussion of the mental health challenges faced by8.
veterans.

Finding Peace in Nature: Exploring the therapeutic benefits of spending time in nature.9.
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