
90 minutes at entebbe book

Book Concept: 90 Minutes at Entebbe: A Story of
Courage, Terror, and Redemption

Logline: A gripping, minute-by-minute account of the Entebbe raid, told
through the interwoven perspectives of the hostages, the Israeli commandos,
and the Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, revealing the human cost of terrorism and
the complexities of a daring rescue mission.

Storyline/Structure:

The book will utilize a multi-perspective narrative structure, jumping
between three core storylines:

The Hostages: The book will follow several hostages, representing1.
diverse backgrounds and experiences. Their individual stories will
highlight the fear, uncertainty, and hope that characterized their
ordeal. Their internal struggles, their interactions with each other,
and their evolving relationship with their captors will be central.

The Israeli Commandos: This section will focus on the planning and2.
execution of Operation Thunderbolt, providing insight into the
meticulous preparations, the risks involved, and the bravery of the
soldiers. The reader will experience the raid from their perspective,
experiencing the adrenaline, tension, and strategic challenges.

Idi Amin: This narrative will explore Amin's motivations, his erratic3.
behavior, and his role in the crisis. It will examine his relationship
with the Palestinian hijackers, his political calculations, and his
eventual downfall, placing the Entebbe raid within the larger context of
his brutal regime.

The book will reconstruct the events chronologically, weaving together these
narratives to create a suspenseful and insightful account. The climax will,
of course, be the raid itself, rendered with a dramatic and detailed
precision. The conclusion will analyze the long-term consequences of the
operation and its impact on international relations and counter-terrorism
strategies.

Ebook Description:

Were you on the edge of your seat during the terrifying 90 minutes of the
Entebbe raid? Imagine the sheer terror, the desperate hope, and the
unbelievable courage displayed during one of history's most daring rescue
missions.

Are you fascinated by history's most dramatic events but find traditional
accounts dry and impersonal? Do you crave a deeper understanding of the human
element behind the headlines? Do you want a story that combines thrilling
suspense with a profound exploration of human resilience?



90 Minutes at Entebbe: A Story of Courage, Terror, and Redemption offers an
unparalleled, intimate look at this pivotal moment in history.

By: [Your Name]

Introduction: Setting the stage – the political climate, the rise of Idi
Amin, the hijacking.
Chapter 1: The Hostages – A tapestry of lives interwoven by fate. (Focuses on
the hostages' backgrounds and their experiences during captivity.)
Chapter 2: Operation Thunderbolt – The meticulous planning and execution of
the daring rescue. (Details the Israeli military's perspective, preparations,
and challenges.)
Chapter 3: Idi Amin's Endgame – The dictator's role, motivations, and
downfall. (Explores Amin's perspective and the political context.)
Chapter 4: The Raid – A minute-by-minute reconstruction of the daring rescue
operation. (The climax of the book, with a detailed, dramatic portrayal.)
Chapter 5: Aftermath and Legacy – The long-term impact of the Entebbe raid.
(Analyzes the consequences and lasting effects on international relations and
counter-terrorism.)
Conclusion: Reflecting on courage, resilience, and the enduring power of hope
in the face of adversity.

90 Minutes at Entebbe: A Deep Dive into the
Raid

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Disaster

The Entebbe raid, occurring on July 4, 1976, wasn't an isolated incident. It
was the culmination of a volatile political climate shaped by the rise of Idi
Amin's brutal regime in Uganda and the escalating conflict between Israel and
Palestinian terrorist groups. Amin, a dictator known for his erratic behavior
and human rights abuses, had provided a haven for the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine – External Operations (PFLP-EO), a radical
Palestinian group. This allowed them to plan and execute the hijacking of Air
France Flight 139, carrying mostly Israeli passengers. The hijacking wasn't a
random act; it was a carefully planned operation aimed at achieving political
leverage and inflicting maximum damage on Israel. The international community
watched with bated breath as the situation unfolded, highlighting the growing
threat of international terrorism. Understanding this backdrop is crucial to
grasping the gravity of the Entebbe raid and the complexities of the
decisions made by all parties involved.

Chapter 1: The Hostages – A Tapestry of Lives
Interwoven by Fate

This chapter delves into the individual stories of the hostages, humanizing
the statistics and revealing the diverse experiences within the captive
group. Their backgrounds – age, occupation, religious beliefs, and
relationships – played a significant role in how they navigated the harrowing
ordeal. Some were elderly, others were young children; some were seasoned
travelers, others were embarking on their first international trip. These
differences created a microcosm of society within the confines of the Entebbe
airport's dilapidated terminal. The chapter will explore their emotional
journeys, their fears, their hopes, their strategies for survival, and the
unexpected bonds of camaraderie that formed under pressure. The challenges



posed by their diverse needs and the limitations of the situation will be
highlighted, painting a vivid picture of their shared vulnerability and
resilience. Their interactions with each other and with their captors, as
well as their desperate attempts to communicate with the outside world, will
underscore the human cost of terrorism.

Chapter 2: Operation Thunderbolt – The Meticulous
Planning and Execution of the Daring Rescue

This section meticulously reconstructs the Israeli military's response. The
decision to mount a daring rescue operation in enemy territory was not taken
lightly. It involved extensive intelligence gathering, risk assessment,
logistical planning, and the selection of highly trained commandos. The
chapter will examine the strategic considerations, including the choice of
timing, the route, the weaponry, and the contingency plans. It will delve
into the challenges posed by the unique geographical and political context –
the need for absolute secrecy, the potential for collateral damage, and the
difficulties of coordinating a complex operation in a hostile environment.
Detailed accounts from the commandos' perspectives will allow the reader to
experience the adrenaline, the fear, and the unwavering determination of the
soldiers. The chapter will showcase the meticulous attention to detail that
enabled the operation's success, highlighting the strategic brilliance and
tactical execution.

Chapter 3: Idi Amin's Endgame – The Dictator's Role,
Motivations, and Downfall

Idi Amin's role extends beyond simply providing a base for the terrorists.
This chapter explores his complex motivations, examining his political
ambitions, his desire for international recognition (however perversely
obtained), and his personal calculations. Amin's erratic and unpredictable
behavior makes him a fascinating and complex figure. This chapter will
attempt to unravel the seemingly irrational decisions he made, highlighting
the underlying political games and the desperate need to retain power. His
interactions with the hijackers, his public pronouncements, and his ultimate
response to the Israeli raid, all shed light on the precarious nature of his
regime and his eventual downfall. The chapter will also explore the
implications of his support for terrorism and the broader consequences of his
authoritarian rule on Uganda.

Chapter 4: The Raid – A Minute-by-Minute
Reconstruction of the Daring Rescue Operation

This is the climax of the book. Utilizing firsthand accounts, declassified
documents, and meticulous research, this chapter will provide a vivid,
minute-by-minute reconstruction of the raid itself. It will capture the
intensity, the tension, and the sheer audacity of the operation. The reader
will experience the raid as if they were there: the sounds, the sights, the
smells, the fear. The skillful coordination of the commandos, the precise
execution of the plan, the desperate struggles of the hostages and the
terrorists – it will all be captured with dramatic detail. This section will
not shy away from the violence and the risks involved, offering a visceral
understanding of the challenges faced and the sacrifices made. The successful
rescue will be depicted in all its glory, a moment of triumph against
overwhelming odds.



Chapter 5: Aftermath and Legacy – The Long-Term
Impact of the Entebbe Raid

The final chapter looks at the far-reaching consequences of the raid. It
explores the immediate aftermath, including the political fallout, the
reactions of various governments, and the tributes paid to those involved. It
examines the raid's impact on counter-terrorism strategies, highlighting its
influence on future operations and the development of specialized anti-
terrorist units. The chapter will also address the enduring legacy of the
Entebbe raid, its place in Israeli history, and its contribution to the
global understanding of terrorism and hostage rescue. The long-term
consequences for Uganda under Amin's continued reign, and the broader
implications for the geopolitical landscape, will be explored.

Conclusion: Reflecting on Courage, Resilience, and
Hope

The book will conclude by reflecting on the themes that emerge throughout the
narrative: courage, resilience, hope, and the enduring human spirit in the
face of extreme adversity. It will summarize the key lessons learned and
leave the reader with a profound understanding of this pivotal event in
history and its enduring relevance to contemporary issues of terrorism and
international relations.

9 Unique FAQs

What makes this book different from other accounts of the Entebbe raid?1.
This book offers a multi-perspective narrative, incorporating the
viewpoints of hostages, commandos, and Idi Amin, offering a more
comprehensive and human portrayal.

What kind of research went into this book? Extensive archival research,2.
interviews (where possible), declassified documents, and firsthand
accounts from individuals involved have been utilized.

Is the book suitable for a general audience? Yes, the book balances3.
historical accuracy with engaging storytelling, making it accessible to
a broad readership.

How graphic is the description of the raid itself? The raid is depicted4.
with dramatic detail, but the focus remains on the human element and
historical accuracy, not gratuitous violence.

What is the book's main argument or thesis? The book explores the human5.
cost of terrorism, the complexities of a daring rescue mission, and the
impact of a single event on international relations.

Who is the target audience for this book? Anyone interested in history,6.
military operations, political intrigue, and human resilience.

What is the overall tone of the book? A blend of suspense, drama, and7.
thoughtful reflection.

How long is the book? Approximately [Insert Word Count/Page Count].8.



Where can I buy the book? [Insert Link to Purchase]9.

9 Related Articles

The Psychological Impact of Hostage Situations: Exploring the mental1.
health challenges faced by hostages.

Idi Amin's Reign of Terror: A detailed examination of Amin's2.
dictatorship in Uganda.

The Evolution of Counter-Terrorism Strategies: How the Entebbe raid3.
shaped modern anti-terrorism tactics.

The Role of Intelligence in Operation Thunderbolt: The critical4.
intelligence work leading to the successful raid.

The Untold Stories of the Entebbe Hostages: Focusing on lesser-known5.
individual stories.

The Military Tactics Employed in the Entebbe Raid: A detailed analysis6.
of the strategic and tactical decisions.

The International Political Response to the Entebbe Hijacking: Examining7.
global reactions to the crisis.

The Legacy of Operation Thunderbolt in Israeli Military History: Its8.
impact on Israeli defense strategies.

Comparing the Entebbe Raid to Other Famous Hostage Rescue Missions:9.
Analyzing similarities and differences in rescue operations.
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