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Ebook Description: '87th Precinct Novels in Order’

This ebook provides a definitive guide to reading the acclaimed 87th Precinct novels by Ed McBain
(Evan Hunter). It details the chronological order of publication, the internal chronological order of the
storylines within the series, and offers insights into the evolution of the series, its characters, and its
enduring significance in crime fiction. For both longtime fans eager to revisit the precinct and
newcomers looking to explore this landmark series, this guide offers a structured and informative
approach to experiencing the rich tapestry of McBain's work. The significance lies in providing a
roadmap to navigate the sprawling 50+ novels, avoiding potential spoilers and ensuring a satisfying
reading experience. The relevance stems from the continuing popularity of the 87th Precinct series and
its enduring influence on the genre. It remains a benchmark for realistic police procedural fiction, and

understanding its structure enhances the reader's appreciation.

Ebook Title & Outline: Navigating the 87th Precinct: A

Reader's Guide

Contents:

Introduction: An overview of the 87th Precinct series, its author, and its enduring legacy.

Chapter 1: Publication Order vs. Chronological Order: A detailed comparison of the two, explaining the
complexities and variations.

Chapter 2: The Key Characters and Their Development: An exploration of the recurring detectives and
their evolution throughout the series.

Chapter 3: Thematic Exploration: An examination of the recurring themes and social commentaries

within the novels.



Chapter 4: Recommended Reading Order: Suggestions for optimal reading experiences, considering
both chronological and thematic coherence.
Conclusion: Reflections on the overall experience of reading the 87th Precinct series and its lasting

impact on crime fiction.

Article: Navigating the 87th Precinct: A Reader's Guide

Introduction: Stepping into the 87th Precinct

Ed McBain's 87th Precinct series stands as a cornerstone of crime fiction, a sprawling, interconnected
tapestry of police procedurals that captivated readers for decades. Spanning over 50 novels, the series
presents a unique challenge—its complex timeline, interwoven plots, and numerous recurring
characters can be daunting for newcomers and even seasoned readers. This guide aims to untangle
the complexities, providing a structured approach to navigating this rich literary landscape.
Understanding the publication order versus the internal chronology is crucial for appreciating the full

scope of the series and the evolution of its iconic characters.

Chapter 1: Publication Order vs. Chronological Order: Untangling the

Timeline

The 87th Precinct novels were not written strictly in chronological order. This creates a fascinating
dynamic, as the characters age and evolve across decades of stories, sometimes experiencing events
in a non-linear fashion. The publication order offers a glimpse into the evolving writing style and
thematic concerns of Ed McBain himself. However, a chronological reading offers a far more satisfying
narrative experience, allowing the reader to witness the evolution of the detectives and the changing
landscape of the precinct over time. Understanding both orders is key. Detailed charts and tables
outlining both are vital here, enabling readers to easily cross-reference and understand the
discrepancies. For instance, while Cop Hater might be published earlier than Ten Plus One,
chronologically it follows later in the series narrative. This aspect is crucial to understand before

embarking on the reading journey.



Chapter 2: The Key Characters and Their Development: Watching

Detectives Grow

The 87th Precinct boasts a stellar ensemble cast of detectives. Characters like Steve Carella, Bert
Kling, Meyer Meyer, and others become like family to the reader, their personal lives and professional
challenges intertwining over the course of multiple novels. This chapter delves into the individual
character arcs, analyzing their growth, struggles, and relationships. It explores how their experiences
shape their perspectives and investigative approaches throughout the series, noting pivotal moments
that define their evolution and demonstrating the author's masterclass in character development. This
section should include individual character spotlights, discussing their personalities, key relationships,
and how their roles within the precinct shift over time. For example, the evolving relationship between

Carella and his wife, Teddy, forms a parallel narrative to his cases, enriching his character arc.

Chapter 3: Thematic Exploration: Beyond the Crime Scene

McBain's work transcends simple crime solving; it functions as a social commentary, offering insightful
observations on urban life, societal pressures, and the complexities of human nature. This chapter
identifies and analyzes recurring themes throughout the series such as police brutality, corruption
within the system, the challenges faced by city dwellers, and how such problems are solved (or remain
unsolved) through the detectives' eyes. Examining these themes reveals McBain's skillful ability to
blend realistic depictions of crime with poignant explorations of human emotion and societal issues.
This could include specific examples from the novels, showing how McBain weaves these themes into
the narrative. For instance, the consistent portrayal of the diverse population of the 87th Precinct

reflects the changing urban landscape of the 20th century.

Chapter 4: Recommended Reading Order: Tailoring the Experience

This chapter provides several recommended reading orders, catering to different preferences. Options
might include the strict chronological order (for those prioritizing narrative consistency), the publication

order (for those interested in experiencing the author's evolving style), and thematic groupings (for



those interested in exploring specific recurring themes like corruption or personal struggles). Each
order is discussed with its pros and cons, enabling readers to choose the path most suitable to their
preferences. This demonstrates an understanding of various reader preferences and provides multiple
entry points to the series. Including a table that summarizes the suggested reading order is a valuable

addition.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

The 87th Precinct series stands as a testament to the power of sustained storytelling and compelling
character development. This conclusion reflects on the overall impact of the series, highlighting its

lasting influence on crime fiction and its continued relevance in today's world. It reinforces the series'
significance, reiterating its role as a landmark achievement in police procedural fiction and celebrates

McBain's enduring contribution to the genre.

FAQs

1. How many 87th Precinct novels are there? There are over 50 novels in the series.

2. Are the 87th Precinct books standalone? While each book features a self-contained case, the

characters and their relationships develop across the series.

3. What is the best order to read the 87th Precinct novels? Both chronological and publication

orders are viable, with advantages and disadvantages for each.

4. What are the main recurring characters in the 87th Precinct novels? Steve Carella, Bert Kling,

Meyer Meyer, are key recurring characters.

5. What are the main themes explored in the 87th Precinct series? Themes include police work,

urban life, social commentary, and character development.



6. Are the 87th Precinct novels graphic in nature? The series contains realistic depictions of crime,

but the level of graphic detail varies between books.

7. Where can | find the 87th Precinct novels? They are widely available in libraries, bookstores,

and online retailers.

8. Is there a comprehensive bibliography of the 87th Precinct novels? Yes, this ebook provides a

detailed list of all the novels in both publication and chronological order.

9. Why is the 87th Precinct series still relevant today? The series' exploration of realistic police

work and social commentary remains relevant and thought-provoking.

Related Articles:

1. Ed McBain's Writing Style: A Deep Dive: Examines McBain's distinctive writing style and its

evolution throughout the series.

2. The Evolution of Steve Carella: Focuses on the development of the series' protagonist and his

personal and professional journeys.

3. The Women of the 87th Precinct: Explores the portrayal of female characters within the series

and their contributions.

4. Social Commentary in Ed McBain's Novels: Analyzes the socio-political context of the novels and

their critiques of society.

5. 87th Precinct and the Hard-Boiled Tradition: Compares and contrasts McBain's work with classic

hard-boiled detective fiction.



6. The Impact of the 87th Precinct on Crime Fiction: Assesses the enduring legacy of the series on

the genre.

7. Comparing the 87th Precinct to Modern Police Procedurals: Analyzes how McBain's work has

influenced and been influenced by contemporary crime fiction.

8. A Critical Analysis of Cop Hater: A deep dive into one of the most famous books of the series.

9. Mapping the 87th Precinct: A Geographical Exploration: Explores the fictional geography of the

precinct and its representation in the books.
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