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This ebook delves into the compelling history of the 35th Infantry Division ("Santa Fe Division") during
World War II. It explores the division's formation, training, deployments to both the European and
Pacific theaters, and its crucial contributions to the Allied victory. The book will examine key battles
and campaigns in which the 35th participated, highlighting the bravery, resilience, and sacrifices of its
soldiers. Beyond the tactical details, it will also explore the human element, focusing on the
experiences of individual soldiers, their challenges, and their triumphs. This work provides a
comprehensive and engaging account of a lesser-known but incredibly significant unit in the Allied
war effort, enriching our understanding of the complexities of World War II. The book will appeal to
military history buffs, those interested in World War II, and anyone fascinated by the stories of
courage and sacrifice during wartime.
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World War II

Introduction: The Formation and Early Years of the 35th Infantry Division

The 35th Infantry Division, nicknamed the "Santa Fe Division," holds a distinguished place in the
annals of World War II history. Officially constituted on 18 February 1918, its origins trace back to the
earlier mobilization efforts of World War I. Although it did not see combat during that conflict, the
division's subsequent peacetime existence laid the groundwork for its crucial role in the Second World
War. Its unique composition, drawn primarily from the Southwestern United States, particularly New
Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona, shaped its cultural identity and influenced its fighting style. The
division's early years were characterized by training exercises and preparedness drills, crucial steps
that formed the bedrock of its wartime effectiveness. This foundation, built upon years of rigorous



preparation, would be put to the ultimate test on the battlefields of Europe and the Pacific.

Chapter 1: Training and Preparation: From peacetime to wartime readiness

The period between the two World Wars saw the 35th undergo numerous training evolutions,
reflecting the shifting geopolitical landscape. This phase was characterized by a gradual
transformation from a primarily National Guard unit to a fully equipped and battle-ready force. The
emphasis was on realistic training scenarios mirroring potential combat situations. This period saw
the incorporation of new technologies and battle tactics. The men of the 35th honed their skills in
marksmanship, fieldcraft, and infantry tactics, preparing themselves for the harsh realities of war. The
training regime instilled discipline, camaraderie, and a strong sense of unit cohesion, qualities that
would prove invaluable during the intense conflicts to come. The rigorous preparation undertaken
during these crucial years significantly contributed to the division's success on the battlefields of
World War II.

Chapter 2: The European Theater: Campaigns in Italy and France

Activated for federal service in 1940, the 35th initially served in the European Theater of Operations.
Their arrival in Italy in 1944 marked the beginning of intense combat. The division participated in the
arduous Italian campaign, facing challenging terrain and tenacious German resistance. They fought in
fierce battles along the Gothic Line, contributing significantly to the Allied advance. Their experience
in the Italian campaign honed their combat skills in a difficult and demanding environment, preparing
them for the future challenges of the war. From the rugged mountains of Italy, the 35th Infantry
Division’s journey led them to Southern France. Landing in the South of France, they participated in
the liberation of France, adding another significant chapter to the Division's history.

Chapter 3: The Pacific Theater: The fight in the Philippines

Following their service in Europe, the 35th was transferred to the Pacific Theater, illustrating the
adaptability and versatility of its personnel. Their deployment to the Philippines, a key strategic
location, signified a critical shift in their wartime role. The fighting in the Philippines was particularly
brutal and protracted. The division faced determined Japanese resistance, resulting in significant
casualties on both sides. This experience highlights the division’s adaptability in adjusting to different
combat theaters and enemy fighting styles. Their actions in the Philippines significantly contributed to
the overall Allied victory in the Pacific.

Chapter 4: Key Battles and Engagements: Detailed analysis of pivotal battles

The 35th Infantry Division participated in numerous key battles and engagements, each offering
valuable insights into its operational capabilities. A detailed analysis of these battles provides a
comprehensive understanding of the division’s tactical prowess and resilience. The battles in Italy
(such as those along the Gothic Line), the South of France campaign, and the battles in the Philippines
provide case studies of the 35th’s ability to adapt to diverse terrain and enemy tactics. Each
engagement showcases the courage and determination of the men who served in the division. These
battles are critical in assessing the contributions of the 35th to the overall Allied victory.

Chapter 5: The Human Experience: Stories of individual soldiers and their experiences

Beyond the tactical details, this section delves into the personal experiences of the soldiers who
served in the 35th Infantry Division. It uses firsthand accounts, letters, and diaries to offer a human
perspective on the realities of war. These personal narratives illustrate the courage, sacrifice, and



resilience of ordinary men facing extraordinary circumstances. These stories illuminate the profound
impact of war on individuals, families, and communities, offering a glimpse into the human cost of
conflict. This section seeks to humanize the history of the 35th Division.

Chapter 6: Casualties and Losses: Honoring the sacrifice

This chapter acknowledges the heavy toll of the war on the 35th Infantry Division. It provides a
detailed account of the casualties and losses incurred during the various campaigns. Honoring the
sacrifices of these brave soldiers, and recognizing their families, is an essential part of preserving the
legacy of the division. The section is dedicated to remembrance and tribute. It underscores the
profound cost of war and the importance of remembering those who served.

Chapter 7: Legacy and Remembrance: The lasting impact of the 35th Infantry Division

The 35th Infantry Division's legacy extends far beyond its wartime contributions. This chapter
explores the lasting impact of the division on its soldiers, their families, and the communities they
represented. It examines how the experiences of the war shaped the lives of those who served, and
how the memory of their service is perpetuated through memorials, museums, and historical
accounts. This section examines the lasting impact and the continuing legacy of the 35th Infantry
Division.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the division's contributions to the war effort

In conclusion, the 35th Infantry Division's role in World War II was significant and multifaceted. Its
contributions in both the European and Pacific theaters demonstrated its adaptability, resilience, and
unwavering commitment to the Allied cause. The division's story serves as a testament to the
courage and sacrifice of its soldiers, and a reminder of the human cost of war.

FAQs

What was the 35th Infantry Division's nickname? The 35th Infantry Division was nicknamed the1.
"Santa Fe Division."

Where was the 35th Infantry Division primarily recruited from? The division's personnel were1.
primarily recruited from the Southwestern United States, including New Mexico, Colorado, and
Arizona.

In which theaters of war did the 35th Infantry Division serve? The 35th Infantry Division served1.
in both the European and Pacific theaters of World War II.

What were some of the key battles the 35th Infantry Division participated in? Key battles1.



include those along the Gothic Line in Italy, the Southern France campaign, and various battles
in the Philippines.

What was the overall contribution of the 35th Infantry Division to the Allied victory? The 35th1.
played a significant role in the Allied advance in Italy and France, and also contributed to the
liberation of the Philippines.

How many casualties did the 35th Infantry Division suffer? The exact number of casualties is1.
documented in Chapter 6.

What resources exist to learn more about the 35th Infantry Division? Numerous resources1.
including official military records, personal accounts, museums, and historical societies.

Are there any living veterans of the 35th Infantry Division? While the number is dwindling, there1.
may be some surviving veterans.

Where can I find photos and other visual materials related to the 35th Infantry Division? Online1.
archives, military museums, and personal collections.

Related Articles:

The Gothic Line Campaign: A Decisive Battle in Italy: This article focuses on the 35th Division's1.
participation in the challenging Italian campaign, analyzing the tactical aspects and the
significance of the battles along the Gothic Line.

The Liberation of Southern France: The 35th Division's Role: This explores the division's1.
contribution to the liberation of France, examining its operations and impact on the overall
campaign.



The Battle of Luzon: The 35th Division in the Philippines: This article delves into the intense1.
fighting in the Philippines, focusing on the 35th Division's experiences and the strategic
importance of the battles.

The Human Cost of War: Personal Stories from the 35th Infantry Division: This focuses on1.
individual soldiers’ experiences, using letters, diaries, and oral histories.

The Training and Preparation of the 35th Infantry Division: This delves into the pre-war training1.
and its impact on combat effectiveness.

Weapons and Equipment of the 35th Infantry Division: An analysis of the weaponry and1.
equipment used by the division.

Post-War Experiences of the 35th Infantry Division Veterans: This examines the challenges1.
faced by veterans after their return home.

Memorials and Monuments Honoring the 35th Infantry Division: A catalog and examination of1.
various memorials and monuments dedicated to the 35th.

Comparing the 35th Infantry Division to Other WWII Units: This article would analyze the 35th's1.
performance in comparison to other divisions in similar theaters of operation.
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