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This ebook delves into the compelling history of the 35th Infantry Division, a National Guard unit that
played a crucial role in World War II. From its activation and training to its intense battles across Europe,
this book offers a detailed account of the division's experiences, highlighting its unwavering courage,
resilience, and significant contributions to the Allied victory. The narrative explores the unit's
organizational structure, the challenges faced by its soldiers, their triumphs and losses, and the lasting
impact of their service. This work is essential reading for military history enthusiasts, researchers, and
anyone interested in the human stories behind the global conflict. It sheds light on a pivotal unit often
overlooked in broader WWII narratives, offering a fresh perspective on the war in Europe and the
experiences of the American fighting men. The book combines historical analysis with personal accounts
and primary source materials to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the 35th Infantry Division's wartime
journey.
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The 35th Infantry Division's Pre-War Origins and Mobilization

The 35th Infantry Division, nicknamed the "Santa Fe Division," boasts a rich history that predates its crucial
role in World War II. Its origins trace back to the state of New Mexico, where the National Guard's 115th
and 116th Infantry Regiments formed the core of the division. Prior to the war, the division, like many
National Guard units, undertook peacetime training and state-level duties. However, with the escalating
tensions in Europe, the division's destiny shifted dramatically. The escalating threat of war in the early
1940s initiated the federalization of the National Guard, bringing the 35th under the control of the U.S.
Army. This process involved intense training and standardization, preparing the citizen-soldiers for the
challenges of overseas combat. The division was composed of men from diverse backgrounds, unified by
their patriotism and commitment to duty. This initial mobilization period was characterized by rigorous
training exercises, the acquisition of new equipment, and the assimilation of new recruits into existing
units, establishing the foundation for their future wartime successes and sacrifices. The transformation from
peacetime National Guard to a fully operational combat division was a pivotal moment in the division's
history, setting the stage for its momentous contributions to the Allied war effort.

Chapter 1: Training and Deployment:

Training and Deployment: Preparing for Combat

Following federalization, the 35th Infantry Division underwent a period of intensive training across
various locations in the United States. This training was crucial in transforming the National Guard
regiments into a cohesive and effective fighting force capable of facing the Wehrmacht. Drills focused on
infantry tactics, combined arms operations, and the utilization of newly issued equipment. The training
regime was rigorous, demanding both physical and mental resilience from the soldiers. This period also saw
the incorporation of new technologies and strategies into the training curriculum. Once sufficiently
prepared, the 35th embarked on its journey overseas, landing in the Mediterranean theatre. The transition
from the familiar landscapes of the American Southwest to the unfamiliar terrains and climates of Italy
presented considerable challenges. Adapting to the different operational environment, including the harsh
Italian landscape, became critical to their operational success, demonstrating the adaptability and resilience of
the 35th’s troops.

Chapter 2: The Italian Campaign:

The Italian Campaign: From Salerno to the Gothic Line

The 35th Infantry Division's involvement in the Italian Campaign began with the invasion of Salerno in



September 1943. The initial landings were met with fierce resistance from the German forces, resulting in
heavy fighting. The division distinguished itself through its tenacity and determination during the
subsequent battles. This period witnessed numerous engagements, testing the division’s mettle against
well-entrenched enemy positions. The battles highlighted the significance of effective leadership, tactical
innovation, and the unwavering courage of individual soldiers under immense pressure. The terrain in
Italy proved exceptionally challenging, with mountains, rivers, and dense forests hindering the Allied
advance. The division faced severe logistical problems, compounded by the weather conditions. The Gothic
Line, a formidable defensive system constructed by the Germans, presented one of the most significant
obstacles. The protracted battles along the Gothic Line resulted in considerable casualties on both sides,
underscoring the brutality of the Italian Campaign.

Chapter 3: The Po Valley Offensive:

The Po Valley Offensive: The Final Push

The Po Valley Offensive, launched in spring 1945, marked the final major campaign in the Italian theatre
for the 35th Infantry Division. The offensive involved a concerted Allied push across the Po River and into
the Po Valley, culminating in the liberation of northern Italy. The division played a crucial role in the final
stages of the campaign, contributing significantly to the Allied victory. The offensive involved a mix of
intense battles and periods of more rapid advances, showcasing the flexibility and adaptability of the 35th's
troops. This phase of the campaign saw the division’s troops work effectively with other Allied units,
demonstrating the importance of inter-service collaboration. The liberation of northern Italy marked a
triumphant conclusion to the division's Italian campaign, contributing to the broader Allied success in
Europe.

Chapter 4: Casualties, Decorations, and Legacy:

Casualties, Decorations, and Legacy: Losses, Honors, and Lasting Impact

The 35th Infantry Division suffered significant losses during its time in combat. The casualties reflected the
intense fighting and challenging conditions faced throughout the Italian Campaign. Despite these losses, the
division earned numerous decorations for its valor and achievements. Many individual soldiers also
received recognition for their bravery and leadership. The division’s sacrifices and achievements left an
indelible mark on both the individuals who served and the communities they came from. The 35th's
experiences in Italy helped shape the post-war narrative, influencing how the war is remembered and
commemorated. The legacy of the 35th continues to inspire and serve as a reminder of the courage,
sacrifice, and determination of American soldiers during World War II. The division's story serves as a
testament to the enduring spirit of the American military and its contributions to securing global peace.



Conclusion:

The Enduring Significance of the 35th Infantry Division's Contribution

The 35th Infantry Division's contribution to the Allied victory in World War II remains significant. While
often overshadowed by campaigns on other fronts, the division's tenacious fighting in Italy, played a crucial
role in the Allied advance in Europe. The division’s achievements in combat, its resilience in the face of
adversity, and its ultimate contribution to victory merit ongoing recognition and study. This ebook aims to
shed light on the heroic deeds and sacrifices made by the members of the 35th Infantry Division. Through
individual accounts and historical analysis, it brings to light the human cost of war, the importance of
camaraderie, and the unwavering spirit of those who fought for freedom. The stories of these soldiers serve
as a reminder of the importance of remembering the sacrifices of all those who contributed to ending
World War II.

FAQs

What was the primary role of the 35th Infantry Division in WWII? The 35th Infantry Division1.
fought primarily in the Italian Campaign, contributing to the Allied advance across Italy.

Where did the 35th Infantry Division fight? Primarily in Italy, from the landings at Salerno to the2.
Po Valley Offensive.

What nickname did the 35th Infantry Division have? The "Santa Fe Division."3.

What were some of the major battles the 35th Infantry Division participated in? The battles of4.
Salerno, the Gothic Line, and the Po Valley Offensive.

How many casualties did the 35th Infantry Division suffer? The precise number of casualties is a5.
matter of ongoing research, but significant losses were sustained throughout the campaign.

What decorations did the 35th Infantry Division receive? The division and many of its soldiers6.
received numerous decorations for valor and service. Specific details require further research.

What is the significance of studying the 35th Infantry Division's experiences? It provides a detailed7.
account of a crucial aspect of the Italian Campaign and highlights the experiences of National Guard
units in WWII.

Where can I find more information about the 35th Infantry Division? Numerous archives, historical8.
societies, and online resources offer further information.



Were there any notable individuals within the 35th Infantry Division? Many individual soldiers9.
distinguished themselves throughout the campaign; their stories are a focus of further research.

Related Articles:

The Italian Campaign: A Comprehensive Overview: An in-depth look at the entire Italian campaign,1.
setting the 35th's role within a wider context.

The Gothic Line: A Fortress of Despair: A detailed study of the German defensive line and the battles2.
fought to overcome it.

National Guard Units in World War II: A comparative analysis of different National Guard divisions'3.
wartime contributions.

The Salerno Landings: A Critical Turning Point: An examination of the initial Allied landings in4.
Italy and their strategic importance.

The Experiences of American Infantrymen in Italy: Focuses on the lived experiences of soldiers,5.
drawing parallels with the 35th.

Logistics and Supply in the Italian Campaign: Examines the logistical challenges faced by Allied6.
forces, impacting the 35th.

The Role of Air Power in the Italian Campaign: Analyzes the air support provided during battles7.
involving the 35th.

German Defensive Strategies in Italy: Explores German tactics and fortifications, explaining the8.
challenges faced by the 35th.

Post-War Reintegration of the 35th Infantry Division: Focuses on the return of veterans and their9.
transition back to civilian life.
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