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Introduction: The Alfa Romeo 164: A Contextual Overview

The 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 represents a pivotal moment in the history of the
Italian marque. Emerging from a period of financial instability and
fluctuating market positions, Alfa Romeo needed a car that could bridge the
gap between its sporty past and a more competitive future in the executive
sedan segment. The 164, born from a collaboration with Fiat and employing
cutting-edge technology for its time, aimed to achieve just that. This ebook
will explore the multifaceted story of the 164, dissecting its design,
mechanics, performance, reception, and lasting impact on the automotive
world.

Chapter 1: Design and Styling: A Marriage of Elegance and Modernity

The 164's design was a bold statement. Commissioned by Alfa Romeo, the design



was overseen by Giorgetto Giugiaro of Italdesign, a name synonymous with
automotive elegance. The 164's aerodynamic shape, characterized by clean
lines, a long hood, and a subtly sloping rear, reflected the era's trend
towards sleek, aerodynamic forms. However, it retained a distinct Alfa Romeo
identity, subtly incorporating classic elements into its modern profile. The
interior was equally sophisticated, offering a blend of luxurious materials
and an ergonomically designed dashboard that prioritized driver comfort and
functionality. The car's design aimed for a balance of sporting agility and
executive refinement, a critical aspect of its market strategy.

Chapter 2: Engineering and Mechanics: Innovation Under the Hood

Mechanically, the 164 showcased Alfa Romeo's commitment to innovative
engineering. The car featured advanced suspension systems, often
incorporating independent rear suspension for superior handling and ride
comfort. The engine options varied, ranging from powerful V6 units, which
emphasized performance, to more fuel-efficient alternatives designed for
everyday driving. The inclusion of fuel injection technology and
sophisticated engine management systems demonstrated Alfa Romeo's embrace of
modern automotive engineering principles. The use of transaxle configuration
in some models further enhanced its handling prowess. The 164's robust
engineering contributed significantly to its reputation for durability and
reliability, despite some initial teething problems faced by Alfa Romeo in
this area.

Chapter 3: Performance and Handling: On the Road Experience

The 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 offered a driving experience that combined comfort
and performance. The V6-powered variants provided ample power for brisk
acceleration and effortless overtaking. The car's handling was precise and
responsive, a hallmark of Alfa Romeo's engineering expertise. While the car
was not strictly a sports car, it possessed a level of agility and
responsiveness that set it apart from many of its contemporaries in the
executive sedan category. The balance of power, handling, and comfort
contributed to a driving experience appreciated by critics and enthusiasts
alike. Different engine choices offered a flexibility that catered to a
broader range of driving styles and preferences.

Chapter 4: The 164's Market Position and Reception

The 164 was launched into a competitive market landscape dominated by
established German and Japanese manufacturers. Alfa Romeo aimed to position
the 164 as a stylish and sophisticated alternative, appealing to drivers who
valued Italian design and engineering. Initial reviews were largely positive,
praising the car's styling, handling, and performance. However, the car faced
challenges concerning reliability and the lingering perception of Alfa Romeo
as a less reliable brand compared to its competitors. These challenges,
coupled with the economic climate of the time, affected the car’s sales
figures, although the 164 still earned a loyal following amongst discerning
drivers.

Chapter 5: Cultural Impact and Legacy: The Enduring Appeal of the 164

Despite its mixed sales performance, the Alfa Romeo 164 has achieved a
lasting cultural impact. It stands as a significant model in Alfa Romeo's
history, representing a strategic shift towards a more mature market segment.
The 164's design and engineering have garnered praise from automotive
enthusiasts and design experts alike. It represents a unique blend of Italian



elegance and modern engineering, solidifying its position as a noteworthy
vehicle of its era. Today, the 164 enjoys a growing collector following,
reflecting its enduring appeal and significance as a classic example of
Italian automotive design and engineering. Its subtle elegance, coupled with
its powerful engine options and innovative engineering, continues to
captivate enthusiasts.

Conclusion: The 164's Place in Alfa Romeo History

The 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 stands as a testament to Alfa Romeo’s ambition and
innovative spirit during a challenging period in its history. While it might
not have achieved the commercial success initially hoped for, the 164's
design, engineering, and cultural impact remain significant. It serves as a
bridge between the Alfa Romeo of the past and its evolution into the modern
era. The car's enduring appeal amongst enthusiasts highlights its unique
position within the automotive landscape and secures its place in the history
of the legendary Italian marque.

FAQs:

1. What engines were available in the 1987 Alfa Romeo 164? Several engine
options were available, primarily focusing on V6 configurations, but
also including smaller displacement engines depending on the market and
trim level. Specific details would be found in the sales brochures of
that era.

1. How reliable was the 1987 Alfa Romeo 1647 Reliability was a mixed bag,
with some owners reporting issues, while others experienced few
problems. Initial models suffered more than later revisions. Regular
maintenance was crucial.

1. What makes the 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 a collector's car? Its blend of
Italian style, innovative engineering, and its place as a significant
transition model in Alfa Romeo history makes it appealing to collectors.

1. How does the 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 compare to its competitors? It aimed to
compete with German and Japanese executive sedans, offering Italian
flair and often superior handling but facing challenges regarding brand
reputation and reliability.

1. Where can I find parts for a 1987 Alfa Romeo 1647 Specialized Alfa Romeo
parts suppliers and online marketplaces often carry parts for this
model, though sourcing can be more challenging than for more common



vehicles.

. What was the production run of the 1987 Alfa Romeo 1647 Precise

production numbers for a single year are difficult to find without
detailed factory records, but it was produced over a significant period.

. What is the typical value of a 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 today? The value

varies widely depending on condition, mileage, and specific model
variant. Online car valuation tools and specialist classic car
appraisers can provide estimates.

Is the 1987 Alfa Romeo 164 a good first classic car? This depends on
your mechanical abilities and budget. It requires specialized knowledge
and potentially costly repairs.

. What are some common problems with a 1987 Alfa Romeo 1647 Some common

issues included electrical problems, rust in certain areas, and
occasional engine-related issues depending on maintenance history.
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l164.

The History of Alfa Romeo's Collaboration with Fiat: Examining the
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Classic Italian Cars of the 1980s: A Comparative Study: A comparison of



the 164 with other iconic Italian cars from the same era.
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the broader economic and social factors influencing the Italian
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