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This ebook explores Disney's pivotal role in the 1964-65 New York World's Fair, a landmark event that
significantly impacted the company's trajectory and the future of theme park design. It delves into the creation
and impact of the groundbreaking "It's a Small World" and "Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln" attractions,
examining their technological innovations, creative processes, and lasting legacies. The book also analyzes the
broader context of the Fair, exploring its cultural significance and how Disney's participation shaped public
perception of the company and its ambitions. Through rare photographs, archival documents, and insightful
analysis, this ebook offers a comprehensive and engaging look at a pivotal moment in Disney history and the
dawn of the modern theme park experience. The significance lies in understanding how this participation
foreshadowed the creation of Disneyland and Walt Disney World, solidifying Disney's position as a leader in
entertainment and immersive experiences. The relevance extends to today's theme park industry, offering valuable
lessons in innovative design, storytelling, and crowd management, while also providing a fascinating glimpse
into a bygone era of American optimism and technological advancement.
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Introduction: Setting the Scene – The 1964-65 New York World's Fair and Disney's Ambitions

The 1964-65 New York World's Fair, themed "Peace Through Understanding," promised a glimpse into a
technologically advanced and optimistic future. Held in Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Queens, the Fair
attracted over 51 million visitors, showcasing innovations from around the globe. For Walt Disney, the Fair
represented a unique opportunity. He envisioned it as a stage to showcase not just his latest technological
achievements, but also his vision for the future of entertainment and the power of storytelling. Disney's
ambition wasn't just about creating attractions; it was about shaping public perception of his company and
leaving an indelible mark on the burgeoning theme park industry. His participation would ultimately solidify
Disney’s position as a leader in innovative entertainment experiences and set the stage for future theme park
developments, including Walt Disney World.

Chapter 1: "It's a Small World": Technological Innovation and Global Storytelling

"It's a Small World," arguably the most iconic legacy of Disney's World's Fair presence, was a masterpiece of
engineering and storytelling. The ride, commissioned by Pepsi-Cola, featured over 300 animatronic dolls



representing children from various cultures singing a catchy tune about global unity. This seemingly simple
concept was a marvel of engineering, requiring the creation of hundreds of meticulously crafted dolls, each
with individual movements and synchronized actions. The ride's innovative use of Audio-Animatronics, a
technology Disney heavily invested in, allowed for a seamless blend of technology and artistry, creating a
uniquely immersive experience. Beyond the technology, the ride's true genius lay in its messaging: a simple yet
powerful story about global unity and understanding, particularly resonant during the Cold War era. The
song, instantly recognizable and catchy, became an international phenomenon, further solidifying the ride's
cultural impact.

Chapter 2: "Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln": Audio-Animatronics and the Illusion of Life

"Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln" showcased the peak of Disney's Audio-Animatronics technology. This
groundbreaking attraction presented an incredibly realistic animatronic Abraham Lincoln delivering a
captivating speech. The level of realism was unprecedented, captivating audiences with the lifelike movements
and expressions of the figure. The development of this attraction pushed the boundaries of animatronics, paving
the way for more sophisticated animatronic figures in future Disney attractions. The attraction wasn't merely
a technological demonstration; it highlighted Disney's ability to blend technology with historical
storytelling, transforming a historical figure into an engaging and accessible experience for the public. This
emphasis on historical accuracy and emotional impact laid the foundation for many future Disney attractions
focusing on historical narratives.

Chapter 3: Beyond the Rides: Disney's Pavilion Design and the Carousel of Progress

Disney’s presence at the World’s Fair extended beyond “It’s a Small World” and “Great Moments with Mr.
Lincoln.” Their pavilion, designed with a futuristic aesthetic, showcased the company's vision for the future of
entertainment and technology. The Carousel of Progress, though initially situated within the General Electric
pavilion, embodied a similar spirit of technological optimism and provided a glimpse into the future of domestic
life, showcasing technological advancements in home appliances. This ride, with its rotating stages,
demonstrated Disney's ability to create immersive experiences that seamlessly blended entertainment with
product promotion, a strategy that would become increasingly common in future theme parks. The overall
design of the pavilion highlighted a commitment to detail, creating a cohesive and captivating environment for
visitors.

Chapter 4: The Impact on Disney: The World's Fair and the Birth of Tomorrowland

The 1964 World's Fair proved to be a pivotal moment in Disney's history. The success of its attractions not
only increased public awareness and enthusiasm for the company but also directly influenced the design and
development of future theme parks. The technological advancements demonstrated at the Fair, particularly the
refined use of Audio-Animatronics, greatly contributed to the evolution of Tomorrowland in Disneyland and
eventually served as inspiration for the creation of EPCOT Center (now EPCOT) at Walt Disney World. The
experience at the World's Fair provided valuable insights into crowd management, ride design, and the
integration of technology and storytelling, all of which would shape Disney's future attractions.

Chapter 5: The World's Fair's Cultural Impact: Reflections on Technology, Progress, and Global Unity

The 1964-65 New York World's Fair was a reflection of the prevailing cultural climate of the
mid-1960s—an era of optimism, technological advancement, and a growing awareness of global
interconnectedness. Disney's participation, with its focus on technological innovation, global unity, and
compelling storytelling, resonated deeply with the Fair's overall themes. The Fair itself served as a platform
for showcasing advancements in various fields, fostering a spirit of innovation and progress. Disney's
contribution to this narrative through engaging attractions further amplified this message, creating a lasting
impact on public perception of technology and its potential to improve lives. The Fair's enduring legacy lies in
its reflection of a specific historical moment—a moment of hope and progress—and Disney's involvement ensured
that this message resonated with millions.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy – The Enduring Influence of Disney's 1964 World's Fair Presence

Disney's involvement in the 1964-65 New York World's Fair marked a significant turning point in the company's



history. The Fair's success, largely driven by the popularity of Disney's attractions, demonstrated the power
of combining advanced technology, compelling storytelling, and effective showmanship. The lasting legacy
extends to the theme park industry, influencing ride design, animatronics, and the integration of technology and
storytelling in future entertainment experiences. Beyond this, the Fair's emphasis on global unity and
technological progress, themes strongly reflected in Disney's contributions, serves as a reminder of the power
of optimistic visions and the enduring impact of creative innovation.

FAQs:

What was the main theme of the 1964-65 New York World's Fair? "Peace Through Understanding" was1.
the overarching theme.

What were Disney's most significant contributions to the Fair? "It's a Small World" and "Great1.
Moments with Mr. Lincoln" are considered their most significant contributions.

What technological advancements did Disney showcase at the Fair? Audio-Animatronics was a1.
prominent technological advancement showcased.

How did the World's Fair impact Disney's future theme park designs? It directly influenced the1.
development of Tomorrowland and the creation of EPCOT Center.

What is the significance of "It's a Small World"? It’s a globally recognized symbol of unity and cross-1.
cultural understanding.

What makes "Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln" historically important? It demonstrated the advanced1.
capabilities of Disney's Audio-Animatronics technology.

What was the role of Pepsi-Cola in Disney's World's Fair participation? Pepsi-Cola commissioned "It's a1.
Small World."

How did the Fair reflect the cultural climate of the 1960s? It reflected an era of optimism and1.
technological advancement, with a growing awareness of global interconnectedness.

What is the lasting legacy of Disney's World's Fair presence? It significantly influenced the theme park1.
industry and continues to inspire entertainment experiences today.



Related Articles:

The Evolution of Audio-Animatronics at Disney: A detailed history of the technology's development and1.
its impact on Disney attractions.

The Making of "It's a Small World": An in-depth look at the creation of the ride, from concept to2.
completion.

The Cultural Impact of "It's a Small World": An analysis of the ride's impact on global perceptions of3.
unity and diversity.

The Technological Marvel of "Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln": A closer examination of the innovative4.
technology used in creating the lifelike animatronic Abraham Lincoln.

Walt Disney's Vision for the Future: The 1964 World's Fair and Beyond: An exploration of Disney's5.
broader vision and its connection to the Fair.

The 1964-65 New York World's Fair: A Retrospective: A historical overview of the Fair, its6.
achievements, and its cultural significance.

Comparing Disney's World's Fair Pavilions with Later Theme Park Designs: Analyzing the evolution of7.
Disney's design philosophy from the Fair to modern theme parks.

The Business Strategy Behind Disney's World's Fair Participation: An examination of the financial and8.
marketing aspects of Disney's involvement.

The Music of "It's a Small World": Its Composition and Cultural Impact: A deep dive into the iconic9.
song, its creation and its lasting popularity.
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