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Ebook Description: 1964 Panhead Harley-Davidson

This ebook delves into the iconic 1964 Panhead Harley-Davidson, a motorcycle
that represents a pivotal moment in American motorcycle history and continues
to be a highly sought-after classic. The book explores the bike's technical
specifications, design evolution, cultural impact, and enduring legacy. It
will appeal to motorcycle enthusiasts, collectors, historians, and anyone
interested in the history of American manufacturing and pop culture. The
detailed analysis of the Panhead's engineering, coupled with its rich
cultural context, makes this a must-read for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of this legendary machine. The book provides a comprehensive
overview, from the nuances of its engine to its place in the broader
landscape of 1960s counter-culture.
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Introduction: The Allure of the Panhead

The 1964 Harley-Davidson Panhead holds a special place in the hearts of
motorcycle enthusiasts. More than just a machine, it represents an era—a time
of rebellion, freedom, and the burgeoning counter-culture movement. Its
distinctive design, powerful engine, and undeniable charisma have solidified
its place as a legendary motorcycle, captivating collectors and riders alike
for decades. This comprehensive guide will explore every facet of the 1964
Panhead, from its intricate mechanics to its lasting cultural influence.



Chapter 1: The Panhead Engine: A Technical Deep Dive

The heart of any Panhead is its iconic V-twin engine. The "Panhead" moniker
stems from the distinctive shape of its rocker boxes, which resemble upside-
down frying pans. This air-cooled, 45-degree V-twin engine, introduced in
1948, underwent several refinements throughout its production run,
culminating in the 1964 model. This chapter will delve into the specifics:

Displacement: The 1964 Panhead typically featured a 74 cubic inch (1200cc)
engine, although variations existed.

Valvetrain: The pushrod-operated overhead valve (OHV) system was a defining
feature, delivering reliable power with a distinct mechanical sound.
Carburetion: Understanding the carburetor system is crucial for proper tuning
and performance.

Ignition System: The ignition system’s role in the Panhead's smooth operation
will be detailed.

Transmission: The transmission's design and operation are integral to the
riding experience.

Lubrication System: The intricacies of the lubrication system, essential for
the longevity of the engine.

(SEO Keywords: 1964 Harley Davidson Panhead engine, Panhead engine
specifications, Harley Davidson V-twin engine, OHV engine, Panhead engine
technical details)

Chapter 2: Design and Styling: Evolution and Aesthetics

The 1964 Panhead's design represented a culmination of years of evolution.
While retaining elements of earlier models, it incorporated subtle
refinements that reflected the changing aesthetic preferences of the time.
This chapter will explore:

Frame: The rigid frame design, a hallmark of Harley-Davidson motorcycles of
that era.

Fork: The telescopic fork provided a smoother ride compared to earlier
models.

Controls: The placement and design of the handlebars, controls, and footpegs.
Styling cues: The distinct chrome highlights, fuel tank shape, and overall
aesthetic that contributed to the bike's iconic look.

Color Options: The available color choices for the 1964 model year.

(SEO Keywords: 1964 Harley Davidson Panhead design, Panhead styling, Harley
Davidson motorcycle design history, classic motorcycle styling, rigid frame
motorcycle)

Chapter 3: The 1964 Model Year: Specifics and Variations

The 1964 model year held a specific place in Panhead history. This chapter
will focus on:



Production Numbers: Understanding the limited production numbers makes these
motorcycles particularly valuable.

Model Variations: Specific variations within the 1964 model line will be
highlighted.

Notable Features: Unique features specific to the 1964 model year will be
examined.

Original MSRP: Providing context on the original cost of the motorcycle.

(SEO Keywords: 1964 Harley Davidson Panhead variations, 1964 Harley Davidson
production numbers, Harley Davidson model year comparison, collector's guide
1964 Panhead)

Chapter 4: Cultural Impact and Pop Culture References

The Panhead transcends mere machinery; it’'s a cultural icon. This chapter
analyzes:

Counter-Culture Association: The Panhead’s strong association with the
counter-culture movement of the 1960s.

Film and Television Appearances: Documenting its appearances in iconic films
and television shows.

Music and Art: Exploring its presence in music videos, album covers, and
artwork.

Motorcycle Clubs: The role of the Panhead in the rise and evolution of
motorcycle clubs.

(SEO Keywords: 1964 Harley Davidson Panhead cultural impact, Harley Davidson
in pop culture, counter-culture motorcycle, classic motorcycle history,
American motorcycle culture)

Chapter 5: Collecting and Restoring a 1964 Panhead
This chapter will guide potential collectors through:

Finding Authentic Examples: Tips for identifying genuine 1964 Panheads and
avoiding replicas.

Assessing Condition and Value: Guidance on evaluating a Panhead's condition
and determining its market value.

Restoration Process: A step-by-step overview of the restoration process, from
parts sourcing to final assembly.

Maintenance and Preservation: Best practices for maintaining and preserving a
restored Panhead.

(SEO Keywords: Collecting Harley Davidson Panheads, restoring classic

motorcycles, Harley Davidson restoration guide, vintage motorcycle
restoration, classic motorcycle value)

Chapter 6: Riding and Maintaining Your Panhead



This chapter caters to owners:

Riding Techniques: Tips for safely and effectively riding a Panhead.

Routine Maintenance: A comprehensive schedule for routine maintenance tasks.
Troubleshooting Common Issues: Guidance on troubleshooting common problems
encountered with Panheads.

Safety Considerations: Important safety considerations for riders of classic
motorcycles.

(SEO Keywords: Riding a Harley Davidson Panhead, maintaining classic
motorcycles, Harley Davidson maintenance guide, classic motorcycle safety,
troubleshooting classic motorcycles)

Conclusion: The Enduring Legend of the Panhead

The 1964 Harley-Davidson Panhead remains a potent symbol of American
motorcycle history and a testament to enduring design and engineering. Its

legacy continues to inspire awe and admiration, cementing its place as a true
icon.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between a Panhead and a Knucklehead engine?
2. How much is a 1964 Harley-Davidson Panhead worth?

3. What are the common maintenance issues with a Panhead engine?

4. Where can I find parts for a 1964 Harley-Davidson Panhead?

5. What makes the 1964 model year unique?

6. Are 1964 Panheads difficult to ride?

7. What type of oil should I use in a Panhead engine?

8. What are some popular customizations for a Panhead?

9. How does the Panhead compare to other motorcycles of its era?

Related Articles:

1. The Evolution of Harley-Davidson V-Twin Engines: A detailed history of
Harley-Davidson's iconic V-twin engines, tracing their development from



early models to modern iterations.

2. The Counter-Culture Movement and Motorcycles: An exploration of the
strong connection between the counter-culture movement and motorcycles
in the mid-20th century.

3. A Guide to Restoring Classic Motorcycles: Comprehensive advice on
restoring classic motorcycles, including parts sourcing, repair
techniques, and paintwork.

4. The History of Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Clubs: A deep dive into the
rich history of Harley-Davidson motorcycle clubs and their significant
role in motorcycle culture.

5. 1960s American Motorcycle Culture: An overview of the social and
cultural landscape surrounding American motorcycles in the 1960s.

6. The Economics of Classic Motorcycle Collecting: A discussion of the
investment aspects of collecting classic motorcycles, including
valuation and market trends.

7. Safety Tips for Riding Classic Motorcycles: Essential safety guidelines
for riders of classic motorcycles, emphasizing the unique challenges of
vintage machines.

8. Comparing Harley-Davidson Panhead, Knucklehead, and Shovelhead Engines:
A side-by-side comparison of these three legendary Harley-Davidson
engine types.

9. Famous Motorcycle Scenes in Film and Television: A collection of iconic
motorcycle scenes from movies and TV shows, highlighting their cultural
impact.
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19 hours ago - Third-seeded Jessica Pegula was upset in the first round at
Wimbledon on Tuesday, losing 6-2, 6-3 to 1l16th-ranked Elisabetta Cocciaretto
for the American’s earliest exit ..

Jessica Pegula loses Wimbledon first round after winning Bad ..

21 hours ago - Jessica Pegula loses Wimbledon first round after winning Bad
Homburg title The No. 3 seed became the highest-ranked upset thus far, losing
to Elisabetta Cocciaretto.

Jessica Pegula loses in first round at Wimbledon to ... - AP News

21 hours ago - Third-seeded Jessica Pegula was upset in the first round at
Wimbledon, losing 6-2, 6-3 to 116th-ranked Elisabetta Cocciaretto for the
American’s earliest exit at a Grand Slam ..

Jessica Pegula stunned at Wimbledon: American tennis star suffers first ..
19 hours ago - WIMBLEDON, LONDON — Jessica Pegula's Wimbledon 2025 campaign
lasted just 58 minutes as the world No.3 suffered a shocking defeat to
Italian Elisabetta Cocciaretto ..
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21 hours ago - The Athletic has live coverage from Day 2 at Wimbledon 2025.

Two years after world No. 3 Jessica Pegula eased past Elisabetta Cocciaretto
in straight sets at Wimbledon, ..

Third seed Jessica Pegula becomes biggest first-round casualty ..

19 hours ago + Third seed Jessica Pegula becomes biggest first-round casualty
at Wimbledon The American lost in the first round of a grand slam for the
first time since the 2020 French Open.
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12 hours ago : Buffalo native Jessica Pegula is headed home after a stunning
first-round 6-2, 6-3 defeat by No. 116 ranked Elisabetta Cocciaretto at
Wimbledon.

Elisabetta Cocciaretto stuns Jessica Pegula at Wimbledon in first-round ..

17 hours ago : American tennis pro Jessica Pegula suffered a shocking first-
round Wimbledon exit after being defeated by 116th-ranked Italian Elisabetta
Cocciaretto in straight sets on ..



Jessica Pegula Loses in First Round at Wimbledon to Elisabetta ..

20 hours ago - Third-seeded Jessica Pegula was upset in the first round at
Wimbledon, losing 6-2, 6-3 to 116th-ranked Elisabetta Cocciaretto for the
American’s earliest exit at a Grand Slam ..

Jessica Pegula Loses in Massive Wimbledon Upset - Covers.com

15 hours ago - Jessica Pegula, a heavy favorite at Wimbledon, lost to world
No. 116 in a major betting upset after 96% of wagers were placed on the
American in the first round.
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