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Ebook Description: 1936 Gone with the Wind Value

This ebook delves into the fascinating world of the first edition of Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the
Wind, published in 1936. It explores the book's initial reception, its rapid ascent to literary fame, and
the subsequent evolution of its collectible value. We will examine various factors influencing the
worth of first editions, including condition, binding, dust jacket presence and condition, and the
book's provenance. The ebook will also provide readers with practical guidance on identifying
authentic first editions, assessing their condition, and understanding the current market value. This
is essential information for both collectors seeking to acquire a piece of literary history and those
already owning a copy and wanting to understand its potential worth. The book aims to be a
comprehensive resource for anyone interested in the intersection of literature, history, and
collectables.

Ebook Title: Gone with the Wind: A Collector's Guide to
First Edition Value (1936)

Contents Outline:

Introduction: The enduring legacy of Gone with the Wind and the significance of first editions.
Chapter 1: Identifying a 1936 First Edition: Key identifying features, including publisher's markings,
printing details, and common variations.
Chapter 2: Assessing Condition and Value: Grading systems (e.g., the Book Condition Examination),
factors impacting value (dust jacket, binding, overall condition), and recognizing common flaws.
Chapter 3: The Market for Gone with the Wind First Editions: Historical trends in pricing, current
market values, auction results, and factors driving demand.
Chapter 4: Protecting and Preserving Your Investment: Proper storage, handling, and preservation
techniques to maintain the value of a first edition.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings and future prospects for the value of Gone with the Wind first
editions.
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Introduction: The Enduring Legacy of Gone with the Wind

Margaret Mitchell's Gone with the Wind, published in 1936, transcended its time to become a
timeless classic. Its compelling narrative, rich characters, and historical context resonated with
readers worldwide, propelling it to unprecedented success. This enduring popularity translates into
significant value for first edition copies, making them highly sought-after collectibles. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the knowledge to identify, assess, and understand the



worth of a 1936 first edition of Gone with the Wind.

Chapter 1: Identifying a 1936 First Edition: Recognizing the Authenticity

Identifying a genuine first edition requires careful attention to detail. Several key features
distinguish a 1936 first edition from later printings:

Publisher: Look for "Macmillan" as the publisher.
Copyright Page: The copyright page should clearly state "Copyright, 1936, by Margaret Mitchell."
Check for the presence of the correct Macmillan copyright information and the first printing date.
Binding: The first edition typically has a green cloth binding.
Dust Jacket: The dust jacket is crucial. First edition dust jackets are particularly valuable. Look for
the specific design and printing details consistent with first editions. Note that the dust jacket
condition greatly impacts the overall value.
Point of Sale: The book's original point of purchase can also add value but does not define
authenticity.

Variations exist within first editions. Understanding these variations – minor changes in printing or
binding – is critical for accurate identification and valuation.

Chapter 2: Assessing Condition and Value: A Graded Approach

The condition of a book significantly impacts its value. Collectors use grading systems, such as the
Book Condition Examination (BCE), to assess condition. These systems typically employ a scale
reflecting the overall physical state of the book, including:

Dust Jacket Condition: This is often the single most important factor in determining value. Tears,
chipping, fading, and discoloration significantly reduce value.
Binding: Check for tightness, any looseness, or damage to the spine or covers. A tight, undamaged
binding is essential for high grades.
Pages: Examine pages for tears, foxing (brown spotting), writing, or other markings. Clean pages are
key.
Overall Appearance: Consider any other factors such as wear to the edges and corners, staining, and
overall cleanliness.

The higher the grade, the higher the value. A near-fine or fine condition first edition with its original
dust jacket is exceptionally valuable.

Chapter 3: The Market for Gone with the Wind First Editions: Tracking Trends

The market for Gone with the Wind first editions is dynamic. Prices fluctuate based on several
factors:

Condition: As previously discussed, condition is paramount.
Rarity: Specific variations or printings may be rarer than others, increasing their value.
Market Demand: Collector interest influences prices. Significant events can impact demand.
Auction Results: Tracking auction results provides valuable insights into current market values.
Reputable auction houses specialize in rare books and can be a good resource for market data.

Researching past sales data and staying updated on current market trends is crucial for
understanding the value of your book.



Chapter 4: Protecting and Preserving Your Investment: Ensuring Longevity

Owning a valuable first edition requires proper care and preservation:

Storage: Store the book in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight and humidity.
Handling: Always handle the book with clean, dry hands. Avoid bending or creasing pages. Use
cotton gloves to minimize handling of the dust jacket.
Display: If displaying the book, use archival-quality materials and avoid exposure to direct light.
Professional Conservation: For significant damage, consult with a professional book conservator.
They can offer expert advice and services for repair or restoration.

Conclusion: A Piece of Literary History

A 1936 first edition of Gone with the Wind represents more than just a book; it's a piece of literary
history. Understanding its value requires a combination of identification skills, condition assessment
expertise, and market awareness. By following the guidance provided in this guide, collectors can
confidently assess the worth of their possessions and make informed decisions regarding acquisition,
preservation, and potential future sale.

FAQs

What makes a 1936 Gone with the Wind first edition so valuable? Its historical significance,1.
literary impact, and relatively limited number of surviving copies in excellent condition all
contribute to its high value.

How can I tell if my copy is a true first edition? Check the publisher (Macmillan), copyright1.
date (1936), binding, and dust jacket design – all these should align with known characteristics
of first edition copies.

What is the approximate value range for a 1936 first edition? The value significantly depends1.
on its condition, with near-fine or fine copies fetching thousands of dollars. Damaged or
incomplete copies will be significantly less valuable.

Where can I get my Gone with the Wind appraised? Reputable auction houses specializing in1.
rare books or independent book appraisers are the best resources for professional appraisals.

How should I store my valuable first edition? Store it in a cool, dry, dark place in an archival-1.



quality book box or sleeve to protect it from light, moisture, and pests.

What's the difference between a first edition and a first printing? All first printings are first1.
editions, but not all first editions are first printings. A first edition is the first edition published,
but there can be multiple print runs of the first edition.

Are there any common variations or points to look for in a 1936 Gone with the Wind? Yes,1.
there are minor variations in printing, binding, and even the dust jacket. These can impact
value. Researching online resources and comparing to known examples is advisable.

Can I insure my valuable book? Yes, many insurance providers offer specialized coverage for1.
valuable collectibles including rare books.

What happens to the value of a signed first edition? A genuine signed first edition by Margaret1.
Mitchell commands a significantly higher price than an unsigned copy.

Related Articles:

The History of Gone with the Wind's Publication: A detailed account of the book's journey from1.
manuscript to bestseller.

Margaret Mitchell's Life and Legacy: Exploring the author's life and the impact of her work.2.

The Cultural Impact of Gone with the Wind: Examining the novel's influence on society and3.
popular culture.

Collecting Rare Books: A Beginner's Guide: Basic information about rare book collecting for4.
newcomers to the field.

Understanding Book Grading and Condition: A detailed explanation of book grading systems.5.

Preserving and Protecting Valuable Books: Advanced techniques for book preservation.6.

The Market for Collectible Literature: A comprehensive overview of the market for rare books7.
and literary collectibles.

Famous Literary Auctions and Their Results: A look at famous auctions and sales of rare8.



books.

Identifying Forgeries and Counterfeits in Rare Book Collecting: Guidance on spotting fake or9.
altered books.
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