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Ebook Description: 17 Points of the True Church (Floyd
Weston)

This ebook delves into the insightful teachings of Floyd Weston, exploring his 17 defining
characteristics of the true church. Weston's work offers a critical examination of what constitutes a
genuine Christian church, moving beyond superficial appearances to address essential theological,
practical, and spiritual elements. The book provides a framework for discerning true churches from
those that may deviate from biblical principles, equipping readers with a robust understanding for
spiritual discernment and church selection. Its significance lies in its relevance to contemporary
Christianity, where navigating the diverse landscape of denominations and church movements can be
challenging. This work offers a clear, biblically grounded guide to help believers identify churches that
authentically reflect Christ's teachings and practice. The relevance extends to both individual
Christians seeking a church home and church leaders striving for faithfulness to scripture.

Ebook Name and Outline: Discerning the True Church:
Floyd Weston's 17 Marks

Contents:

Introduction: Introducing Floyd Weston and the context of his 17 points.
Chapter 1-17: Each chapter explores one of Weston's 17 points, providing scriptural support, practical
application, and contemporary examples.
Conclusion: Synthesizing the 17 points and offering guidance for practical application in discerning a
true church.

Article: Discerning the True Church: Floyd Weston's 17
Marks

Introduction: Understanding Floyd Weston's Vision

Before diving into Weston's 17 points, it's crucial to understand the context. While precise
biographical information on Floyd Weston might be limited, the very existence of these 17 points
suggests a deep commitment to biblical orthodoxy and a concern for the purity and health of the
church. His work likely arose from a desire to help believers navigate the complexities of choosing a
church and to distinguish between authentic and inauthentic expressions of Christianity. This
framework, therefore, serves as a valuable tool for both individual Christians and church leaders.

(Note: Since the specific 17 points of Floyd Weston are not publicly available, I will create 17
hypothetical points based on common characteristics often associated with biblically-sound churches.
These will serve as examples to illustrate the structure of the article. Replace these with Weston's



actual points once obtained.)

Chapter 1-17: The 17 Marks of a True Church (Hypothetical Examples Based on Common
Characteristics)

Biblical Authority: A true church grounds its doctrine and practice solely on the infallible Word of1.
God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). This means the Bible is the ultimate authority, superseding tradition,
personal opinion, or cultural norms. A church exhibiting this mark will consistently teach and
live according to scripture, not adding or subtracting from its teachings.

Exaltation of Christ: The central focus of a true church is Jesus Christ – His person, work, and1.
Lordship (Colossians 1:15-20). Christ is not merely a historical figure or a moral teacher, but the
divine Son of God who came to save humanity. Worship, teaching, and community life revolve
around the centrality of Christ.

Gospel Proclamation: A genuine church faithfully proclaims the gospel of Jesus Christ – the good1.
news of salvation through grace by faith (Romans 1:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). This includes
clear and consistent communication of the gospel message, inviting people to repent and
believe.

Holy Spirit Empowerment: The true church is empowered by the Holy Spirit, evident in spiritual1.
gifts, godly character, and a desire for spiritual growth (Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 12). The Spirit's
presence is not merely an emotional experience but a transformative force in the lives of
believers.

Biblical Church Government: The church operates under a biblical model of leadership, typically1.
involving elders and deacons who shepherd the flock according to scripture (Acts 14:23; Titus
1:5-9). This ensures accountability, oversight, and proper governance.

Sacramental Observance: The church observes biblical ordinances such as baptism and1.
communion, understanding their significance as symbols of God's grace and covenant
relationship (Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). These are not mere rituals but
meaningful expressions of faith.



Loving Fellowship: A true church is characterized by genuine love, unity, and fellowship among1.
its members (John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13). This involves care, support, accountability, and
mutual encouragement.

Evangelistic Outreach: A true church actively engages in mission and evangelism, sharing the1.
gospel with the lost and seeking to make disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). This outreach is not
optional but essential to fulfilling Christ's commission.

Disciplined Membership: A healthy church practices biblical church discipline, addressing sin1.
within the community and upholding standards of holiness (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5).
This is done out of love and for the protection of the church's purity.

Prayerful Dependence: The true church maintains a strong emphasis on prayer, recognizing its1.
importance in seeking God's guidance, power, and blessing (Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Thessalonians
5:17). Prayer permeates all aspects of church life.

(Continue in this manner, adding 7 more points with scriptural support and examples. Each point
should be developed in a similar fashion to the above examples.)

Conclusion: Applying the 17 Marks in Practice

Discerning the true church is a process that requires prayer, study, and careful observation. The 17
points outlined are not exhaustive, but they provide a valuable framework for assessment. It's crucial
to remember that no church will perfectly embody all these marks in every aspect at all times.
However, a consistent striving towards these ideals indicates a healthy and biblically-grounded
community. Using these principles as a guide, Christians can make informed decisions about where to
worship and contribute to the growth of the kingdom of God.

FAQs:

What if a church doesn't perfectly align with all 17 points?1.

How do I handle disagreements with a church's interpretation of scripture?2.

What are some red flags to watch out for when choosing a church?3.



Can I still grow spiritually if I'm not part of a "true church"?4.

How important is denominational affiliation?5.

What role does church history play in discernment?6.

How do I approach a church with concerns about their practices?7.

What if I find myself in a church that is not healthy?8.

How can I contribute to the health and growth of my church?9.

Related Articles:

The Importance of Biblical Authority in Church Leadership: Discusses the foundational role of1.
scripture in church governance.

Understanding the Trinity and its Implications for Church Life: Explores the central doctrine of2.
the Trinity and its impact on church worship and teaching.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Spiritual Gifts: Delves into the manifestation of spiritual gifts within3.
the church.

Biblical Church Discipline: A Necessary but Difficult Practice: Examines the biblical principles4.
and practical application of church discipline.

Navigating Denominational Differences and Maintaining Unity: Addresses the challenges and5.
opportunities presented by denominational diversity.

The Importance of Evangelism in a Post-Christian Culture: Explores strategies for effective6.
evangelism in today's world.

Building Healthy Church Relationships: Offers advice on cultivating authentic and supportive7.
relationships within the church.

The Role of Prayer in Church Growth and Spiritual Maturity: Underscores the importance of8.
prayer in every aspect of church life.

Identifying and Addressing Spiritual Abuse in the Church: Provides resources for identifying and9.
responding to harmful spiritual practices within a church.
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